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HOW TO WAIT 
Peggy Casteel-Huston 
August 2, 2020 
Psalm 70: 1-5, Matthew 25:1-13 

How many of you like waiting or even to be kept waiting?  My mother 
in her older years became very impatient (for streetlights to turn 
green or elevator doors to open or her turn in a doctor’s office waiting 
room).  What I see in this text is that Jesus’ disciples or the psalmists 

for that matter are no different.  They want to know when the Lord will act.  When will the 
Lord return? 

“Make haste to help me, Lord! Hasten to me, O God! Lord, do not delay!”  

These seem like the kind of words that the disciples would have uttered after hearing Jesus’ 
parable of the ten bridesmaids – I can almost hear them saying to Jesus, “This seems to be a 
story about waiting a long time for you to return, so tell us Jesus, how long will we wait?”  

In 1 Thessalonians 4, the people were getting concerned as they witnessed their loved ones 
dying before their eyes thinking that they all would still be alive when Jesus returned. They 
wondered when Jesus was coming back and worried in their waiting.  The Apostle Paul 
eased their fears with the promise that when Jesus returned, he would come for those who 
had died in the Lord as well as others who lived in the Lord. 

The Psalmists words, “Lord, do not delay” are words that express what is almost 
unutterable -- the lack of control, the fear of the unknown, the worry of whether we are 
ready for what comes next and the anxiety about being prepared for what is to come. 

Waiting carries many emotions -- anticipation, excitement, wonder, eagerness, and yet 
sometimes the emotions can be dread, agitation, fear, longing, loss. Of course, much of our 
emotional response is determined by that for which we wait. Our time of waiting will be 
experienced differently depending on that which we expect.  

Examples:  Jillian and results of her brain tumor.  My husband’s granddaughter Jillian was 
diagnosed 2 years ago with a brain tumor located centrally within her brain.  The 
neurosurgeon took a biopsy and they had to wait an exceptionally long time for the results.  
It turned out to be not cancerous, however, due to its location it is still a very dangerous 
growth. 
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Waiting is hard. Yet, the difficulty with waiting is not so much the spectrum of feelings 
experienced, but the fact that so often most of us can’t seem to be content with the present.  
(I spoke here about how Joyanne, Jillian’s mother ending every update with a doxology as 
she stood present with God in each moment saying: 

Praise God, from Whom all blessings flow 
Praise Him, all creatures here below 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host 
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. 

Perhaps you too have experienced times of waiting.  Waiting for tests results to come in 
from the doctor’s office; waiting to hear if you got that job; or perhaps, like my mother, 
anytime you are kept waiting turns quickly into anxiety.  Clearly this church is in a time of 
waiting, waiting until the Committee on Ministry says – this church is ready – ready to 
begin seeking your next called and installed pastor.  The policies in our denomination when 
clergy leave, I know can be frustrating. 

So, knowing that together we are in a waiting time, how shall we wait?  How can we be 
preparing ourselves even today to wait.   

My husband’s father was a veteran of WWII.  He rarely in his lifetime talked about the war 
but he did talk to my husband about waiting. You see, my husband’s father had been 
selected, singled out, not to be sent to the front, but to stay behind. Why? He was good in 
math and so he was placed in logistics. He spoke about seeing the rosters of the dead who 
had lost their lives in the war and it was his job to help send troops to where our generals 
needed them.  While he worked, he waited for his fellow soldiers, his friends, and some 
who were family to return. Some did. Some did not. He could not understand how he was 
spared. Yet in the waiting and the wondering he knew God was there, and there was 
nothing else he could do but trust that truth. 

Most of us can’t imagine waiting like that. Just like we can’t imagine the kind of waiting that 
was asked of the Thessalonians or the disciples. I do not know what it means to wait for the 
coming of the Lord as I do not anticipate the return of Jesus in my lifetime. What I do know 
is that in the waiting there can be meaning, in the waiting it can make some sort of sense if 
together we can simply say Lord, “make haste,” then trust that God will be present, God’s 
timing will be perfect, and then just live. Just be. 

Waiting is one reality of life and how we choose to wait matters. In other words, I don’t 
think in my preaching this morning I can simply say, “Yes, it’s hard to wait” or “waiting is 
full of excitement!” or “be prepared as the day of the Lord is coming!” What I want you to 
hear is how we choose to cope with the wait. 
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The words of the psalmist, “Lord, do not delay,” is simultaneously a claim of urgency but 
also a witness to promise. That is, yes, we want the wait to be over. But, at the same time, 
we trust that God will show up. We trust that God will show up amid our waiting.  

God will show up to be what we need depending on how we experience the waiting.  So:  

 if our waiting is experienced in fear? God comes with peace.  
 if our waiting is experienced in longing? God arrives with deep and abiding 

satisfaction.  
 if our waiting is experienced in anticipation? God joins us in the joy that should be 

our present hope.  

In the words of Matthew, yes, keep alert. But rather than keep alert for what is to come, 
keep alert for the ways in which God will enter in and be present giving us and the PCO 
exactly what we need. To keep awake does not mean the absence of God. It means to 
recognize the presence of God while we wait. 

“Make haste to help me, Lord! Hasten to me, O God! Lord, do not delay!” 

Prayer:  Holy One, we thank you that you are present in every moment of every day.  Thank 
you for standing with us especially during times that we feel to weak to stand on our own.  
We pray that you will stand with us, with the Presbyterian Church of Okemos as we wait 
for the next called and installed pastor knowing that you are already at work in someone’s 
heart and mind.  Amen 


