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THE FIRST POCKET OF 
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Psalm 24  

Today I will begin a series that I call the 4 pockets 

of stewardship.  I thank Sue Osborn from the La 
Porte Presbyterian Church for the communion table 

cloth that shows these 4 pockets.  The idea of the 4 pockets of stewardship 
is to help us all to learn that stewardship has a much greater meaning that 

just giving money.  In all actuality – giving money is one of the easiest 
things we do.  We give money, which entails writing a check or putting some 

money in an offering plate – which is good as the church needs these funds 
to operate – but to be a good steward requires a great deal more from us. 

Our first pocket is Creation Care.  How do we care for creation?   

Our second pocket of stewardship will come next week that will teach us that 
we are to be stewards of our time and talents.  We will look at the parable 

from Matthew 25 on talents and increase our understanding of the choices 
we make every day with our energies, abilities and gifts.   

Our third pocket of stewardship will be focused on how we leave a legacy.  
We will learn how our stewardship entails leaving a legacy that is 

inspirational to others and how our lives are meant to leave God’s footprint 
that makes a difference in our world.  The 3rd pocket of stewardship falls on 

Reformation Sunday.  We will see the ways that three important reformers 
left their own God footprint. 

Finally, our last pocket will be on November 1st where we will be talking 
about giving from our financial pockets.  This service will include an 

opportunity for everyone to dedicate their pledge for 2021 along with the 
celebration of our saints. 

Soon, you will also be receiving in the mail what I call a stewardship report.  

In it you will see the celebrations of your elders on their various areas of 
ministry along with their dreams.  As we give, we help these ministries 

continue to flourish. 
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Stewardship of Creation – Psalm 24: 

The earth is the LORD’s and all that is in it, 

    the world, and those who live in it; 
2 for he has founded it on the seas, 

    and established it on the rivers. 
3 Who shall ascend the hill of the LORD? 

    And who shall stand in his holy place? 
4 Those who have clean hands and pure hearts, 

    who do not lift up their souls to what is false, 

    and do not swear deceitfully. 
5 They will receive blessing from the LORD, 

    and vindication from the God of their salvation. 
6 Such is the company of those who seek him, 

    who seek the face of the God of Jacob.[a]Selah 
7 Lift up your heads, O gates! 

    and be lifted up, O ancient doors! 

    that the King of glory may come in. 
8 Who is the King of glory? 

    The LORD, strong and mighty, 

    the LORD, mighty in battle. 
9 Lift up your heads, O gates! 

    and be lifted up, O ancient doors! 

    that the King of glory may come in. 
10 Who is this King of glory? 

    The LORD of hosts, 

    he is the King of glory.Selah 

This is the word of the Lord.  Amen 

 

Psalm 24 reminds us that the earth is the Lord’s and everything in it.  We do 

not own anything – as much as we have earthly systems that tell us we do; 

all things ultimately belong to God and we are the stewards.  Why do we talk 

about creation care?  We do it because there are problems in our creation: 

 

A: Water is in short supply in many parts of the world.  Globally, 844 

million people lack access to clean water.  According to World Vision, more 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+24&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-14248a
http://inweh.unu.edu/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/Global-Water-Crisis-The-Facts.pdf
http://inweh.unu.edu/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/Global-Water-Crisis-The-Facts.pdf
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than 1,000 children under age 5 die from diarrhea attributed to poor water and 

sanitation on a weekly basis. 

 

B.  The process for making petroleum requires thousands of years.  The 

concern is that we are consuming it faster than the earth can produce more. 

 

C. Coal and the removal of coal redesigns our earth.  I took youth several 

years to Buckhorn, Kentucky.  (And yes, there really is a place called 

Buckhorn).  In Buckhorn, the people make their living removing coal from 

the earth.  While they were proud to show our mission teams how they 

reclaim the earth after they mine, they do this by a process known as 

mountaintop removal, but they also create “valley fills” both of which are 

problematic.  “Valley fills” are created to dispose of what the coal industry 

refers to as "overburden".  Overburden is hundreds of thousands of tons of 

rocks, minerals and dirt that once was covered with rich soil, an abundance of 

plants and bountiful trees. “Valley fills” are responsible for burying more than 

2,000 miles of vital Appalachian headwater streams, and poisoning many of 

them.  These changes in water quality can directly kill aquatic species or 

disrupt their life cycles so severely that populations dwindle, or even 

disappear.  The EPA said that by 2012, mountaintop removal destroyed 1.4 

million acres of Appalachian forest. After the topsoil and upper portions of a 

mountain’s rock have been removed, the remaining soil is incapable of 

producing native hardwood forest. The mining companies are not required to 

re-forest the land. 

 

D. We dispose of our garbage bags into the earth that do not decompose 

easily.  Estimates range from 10-20 years when these bags are exposed to 

air and up to 500 years or more in a landfill. 

 

E. Our rainforests are disappearing due to agriculture, settlements, 

logging and mining.  With the loss of the rainforests we have lost habitats of 

important species, the soil erodes as the roots of trees are needed to bind 

the soil; medicines comes from rainforests and the removal of them changes 

our climate as they act like a giant sponge. 

 

Yes, I know that none of these facts are happy news to anyone. 
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Does God really care about these things?  I looked to see what modern day 

theologians, who seek to teach us that any understanding of God includes 

our responsibility and task to be stewards of the earth, had to say about the 

care of creation.  Here is what I discovered: 

 

I will begin with Shirley Guthrie, author of Christian Doctrine, Presbyterian 

Minister and Professor of Systematic Theology at Columbia Theological 

Seminary for nearly 40 years. 

 

Guthrie approached creation theology in 3 ways: 

 Guthrie wrote of his concern over what he called a human-centered 

theology.  For Guthrie, a human-centered theology creates a 

hierarchical view of the world where humanity is entitled to do as we 

want because God has been and will be the Preserver, Savior and 

Renewer of all things.  Our faith tradition has focused mostly on God’s 

human creation, so it is understandable how pastors and theologians 

focus on the interaction of God and humanity.  In this type of thinking, 

we tend not to worry since God will restore things anyway.    

 In his 2nd way of approaching creation theology, Guthrie says that he 

has witnessed more and more Christians, since the ecological crises 

has been reported, trying to save our plant by emphasizing the co-

existence and interdependence of human beings and our natural 

environment.  While he agrees with emphasizing this co-existence and 

interdependence – or what he calls earth-centered theology– he 

worries that the Christian community as a whole relegates this 

understanding as some sort of “liberal” ideology for those who go in 

for that sort of thing. 

 Guthrie offers a 3rd way of thinking about creation with a God-centered 

theology where scripture tells us that the earth belongs to God not to 

us.  All living things are God’s property.  Any neglect, abuse, or 

destruction of any part of God’s creation is not just an offense against 

our environment and a threat to humankind it is an offense against the 

Creator of heaven and earth.  Guthrie says that the scriptural 

understanding of Genesis 1:26 where we are told that we have 

dominion over all the living things means that we have been given a 

special responsibility and task as we are the only creatures that God 
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made in His image.  No other creatures have the power to affect our 

environment for good or for ill. 

Next theologian: 

 Jurgen Moltmann – born in Germany and a man who witnessed first-

hand the atrocities in WWII and was able to see the atrocities brought 

on by Hitler.  After the war, he became a Reformed theologian 

studying Detrick Bonhoeffer, Karl Barth and other reformed 

theologians.  Moltmann said:  Theology is always meant to be relevant 

and to address the problems of the world in each time and situation.  

For theology to be good theology – it cannot bypass the ecological 

crisis, the crisis of justice and human rights, anti-Semitism, sexism, 

racism rampant in our world.  What good theology should do is 

unmask the forces that lead to these injustices including those that 

destroy nature and must seek to provide resources for a responsible 

partnership with nature. 

Finally: 

 Sallie McFague is a Professor of Theology at Vanderbuilt University and 

a Feminist Theologian.  She sees connection between the ecological 

crisis connected to economic injustice i.e., the more we have the more 

we consume which gives people of means, companies and others she 

would refer to as first-worlders more responsibility for the care of 

creation.  For Sallie, it is injustice to do otherwise not only to God but 

to everyone that we share this planet with. 

Let’s return to our pockets.  What is in our first pocket? 

What is in it is the beauty of nature, all of creation that God has given to us.  
Clean water, good soil, trees, clean air, the seas and the wonder of nature. 

What we take out of this pocket are the resources that we personally use 
in our homes, cars and businesses.  What we should be putting back into 

this pocket is our acknowledgment that we have a God given responsibility 

to care for this earth.  We have been given a special responsibility and task 
as we are the only creatures that God made in His image. 

Sr David Attenborough:  “The living world is a unique and spectacular 
marvel, yet the way we humans live on the earth is sending it into a 

decline.” Sir David said, “The film is his witness statement of how we have 
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made a great mistake but if we act now we can put it right.”  A Life On Our 

Planet is a film where David tells us how to work with nature.  I commend it 
to you. 

I cannot emphasize enough the importance of a God-centered theology of 
creation care that unmasks forces that lead to injustice and helps us to see 

ourselves as ‘first-worlders’ – people who have the ability to care for our 
world.  The earth is the Lord’s and all that is in it.   

Won’t you join me as rededicate ourselves today to be good stewards of 
creation? 

Let us pray:  Holy One, who is indeed the Creator and Sustainer of all 
things, help us to honor You and honor that planet that has been given to 

our care.  Teach us how to be good stewards of our home – the earth – and 
to teach others that this is not a conservative or liberal idea but rather a 

faith recognition that everything in the earth belongs to you and we are the 
stewards of it.  Amen  

 

 


