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Luke 12: 13-21  

Today we are working on our 3rd pocket of 
stewardship which has everything to do with 

how we leave a legacy.  This scripture, regarding how we think about 
the future, comes with a warning against greed.  It occurs when 
someone from the crowd who has just met God Incarnate in Jesus 
Christ, the Creator, Redeemer and Savior of the world, asks Jesus to 
make his brother divide the family inheritance with him.   

Listen to the word of God as it comes to us from: 

Luke 12: 13-21 

13 Someone in the crowd said to Jesus, “Teacher, tell my brother to 
divide the family inheritance with me.” 14 But Jesus said to him, 
“Friend, who set me to be a judge or arbitrator over you?” 15 And he 
said to them, “Take care! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; 
for one’s life does not consist in the abundance of possessions.”  

16 Then he told them a parable: “The land of a rich man produced 
abundantly. 17 And he thought to himself, ‘What should I do, for I 
have no place to store my crops?’ 18 Then he said, ‘I will do this: I will 
pull down my barns and build larger ones, and there I will store all my 
grain and my goods. 19 And I will say to my soul, Soul, you have ample 
goods laid up for many years; relax, eat, drink, be merry.’ 20 But God 
said to him, ‘You fool! This very night your life is being demanded of 
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you. And the things you have prepared, whose will they be?’ 21 So it is 
with those who store up treasures for themselves but are not rich 
toward God.” 

This is the word of God. 

Jesus warned this person that his problem wasn’t the inheritance.  
His problem was greed.  The man wanted to take care of himself so 
much so that his focus was to draw Jesus into his personal business 
with his brother over an inheritance. 

Jesus is reminding his disciples to remain steadfast in their faith - - 
and this guy – what does he want?  He wants more of what he 
already has. 

My focus will be on 2 points today: 

 First, will be Jesus warning about greed and how it impacts our 

legacy. 

 Second, my focus will on a book from Wayne Muller, author, 

pastor, therapist, writer, who wrote, “How Then Shall We Live, 

Knowing We Will Die” again regarding our legacy.  More about 

Wayne in a few minutes. 

I want to begin by talking with you about Evagrius Ponticus.  Evagrius 
was a monastic theologian and was one of the most talented 
intellects of the fourth century.   

He was one of the earliest educated Desert Fathers.  Evagrius along 
with others developed a list, based on scripture, of what they 
referred to as the 7 deadliest sins.  The reason they were considered 
the deadliest is that they believed the sins that humanity commits 
starts here: 
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Pride is the excessive belief in one’s own abilities that interferes with 
the individual’s recognition of the grace of God. 

Envy is the desire for others’ traits, status, abilities or situation. 

Gluttony is an inordinate desire to consume more than that which 
one requires. 

Lust is an inordinate craving for the pleasures of the body 

Anger is manifested in the individual who spurns love and opts 
instead for fury. 

Sloth or acedia is the avoidance of physical or spiritual work.  Acedia 
is just not caring. 

Greed is the desire for material wealth or gain, ignoring the realm of 
the spiritual which is what was going on in this passage.  I can 
imagine that it was this story where Evagrius might have discovered 
what he deemed as one of the 7 deadliest sins. 

Jesus wasn’t saying that it is a sin to be wealthy or to have an 
abundance of things.  What Jesus wants us to know is that our lives, 
or our legacies, are not defined by our possessions.  The Rich Fool in 
the parable is misguided believing that his possessions have 
somehow guaranteed his future.  In the story, God reminds the man 
that death is on the way so after his death whose possessions will 
they be?  God has no need of them and life with God is not something 
that can be bought. 

This is a reminder that our lives are to be rich in relationship with God 
and greed will get in the way.  The sin of greed impacts our legacy. 
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Secondly, I want to introduce Wayne Muller to you.  Wayne is a 
person who had a near death experience as he had a severe type of 
pneumonia where it was very difficult for him to breath – reminding 
me of people who struggle with the worst forms of COVID.  This 
experience gave Wayne a new perspective from God.  He wrote a 
book entitled, “How Shall I Live, Knowing I Shall Die?” 

In it, Wayne says that all of us should ask 4 questions and these 
questions will help us live more purpose filled lives: 

1.  Who Am I?  Discovering who you are and who God made 

you to be – your gifts and talents and knowing the 

passions you have – to find joy in being who you are is an 

important question to spend time with. 

2. What do I love?  What we love shapes our lives and 

provides the texture for our spiritual lives.  What we love 

impacts our choices and what we dedicate ourselves to. 

3. How shall I live, knowing I will die?  Every moment of life is 

precious, so what are we cultivating with our lives?  Muller 

says that we should live more with clarity and purpose and 

less by accident.   

4. What is my gift to the family of God?  That is what this 

series of 4 sermons is all about.  How are we caring for the 

creation that God has put us in charge of?  How are we 

leaving the world and the people around us better off 

because we were here?  What is our vocation and then 

how are we using our vocation so that it brings glory to 

God?   

I think that is where people in this life get lost.  Even at a young age 
and sometimes at older ages people don’t understand who they are 
or why they are here.  The world doesn’t help us.  The world 
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misguides us by defining the most important as the rich, the famous 
or the beautiful.  That is a problem – it is the problem of being 
everything that the world says is great rather than seeking to be rich 
in God. 

Every day we leave our mark in this life.  Every day with every choice 
we make we are leaving a legacy.  So, what do you want your legacy 
to say about you?  What will your legacy say about the importance to 
you of:  God, family, vocation, the use of your gifts to the greater 
world, and how God’s love was shown through you. 

Finally, I believe that an important consideration is:  How have I been 
a part of the ongoing mission of the church?  It is what several of you 
do every week when you support the church and other missions with 
your time, talent and financial support.  It is what others have done 
when they remembered the church, gifting the church so that the 
church can continue to remain steadfast, faithful, teaching, feeding, 
including, accepting, loving, and baptizing, and it is what you can do 
too.  Ed Gillespie is the chair of Endowments.  I am sure that Ed 
would be happy to talk with you about remembering the church if 
you choose to have this conversation. 

Creation keepers, people choosing the ways we use our time and 
talents, and now realizing the value of our relationship with God and 
how greed can separate us from that relationship all impacts the 
legacy we leave. 

What are you willing to take out of this pocket and more importantly 
what will you put in? 

Let us pray, 
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Holy and Grace-filled God, we thank you for the gentle reminder that 
our lives will not last forever.  Thank you for the gentle reminder that 
our lives, from the beginning, belong to You.  Help us this day to be 
mindful of what we want our lives to say about us when they come to 
an end.  Amen 

 

 

 

 


