
BLUE CHRISTMAS WORSHIP SERVICE 
Wednesday, December 9, 2020 – 7:00 p.m. 

 

******  
PRELUDE  Sinfonia J.S. Bach 
  Oboist: Aaron Woodman [Christmas Oratorio]                                         Marlene Brewbaker, organist         
 
WORDS OF WELCOME Rev. Peggy Huston                         Rev. Peggy Huston 
 

OPENING WORDS Rev. Alice Fleming Townley                            Rev. Alice Fleming Townley 
Welcome to this Blue Christmas service. The name comes from this time of year in which we 
experience the shortest days and the longest nights. But the name also applies to the feeling that many 
have about this season. For many these days are more like the “long dark night of the soul” or “the 
winter of our discontent” rather than a festive celebration.  This is due, in no small part, to the happy 
memories of past experiences measured against the pain of loss and the hurts that have visited our lives 
especially this year trying to survive a pandemic. 

 

For some, Thanksgiving was lonely while for others Christmas Day will be the most difficult. For 
others, Christmas Eve, or New Year’s Eve, or the beginning of another New Year with no change or joy 
in sight. 
 

In this service, we will have some singing appropriate to the season, recognizing that this is not 
necessarily experienced by everyone as a season of joy. We will invite you to meditate on the pain and 
loss that exists in the world tonight and any that you may be experiencing.  And we will offer our pain 
to the Christ child.  
 

It is our hope and prayer that each of you will find hope and comfort in knowing that you are not alone. 
 
*HYMN #144 In the Bleak Midwinter, vs.  1-4       

 
Remembering that God’s light shines in the darkness, we light candles following readings which represent 
different aspects of God’s love for us. 
 
Reading from Luke 6: 17-23 – Rev. Alice Townley 
We light the candle for those who weep 
Reading from Matthew 2: 9-18 – Sue Schnackenburg 
We light a candle for children who suffer all over the world 
Reading from Matthew 11: 28-29 – Bill Givens 
We light a candle for those who carry heavy burdens 
Reading from Revelation 7: 13-17 – Rev. Peggy Huston 
We light a candle to celebrate God’s promises to us 
 
PRAYING TOGETHER                
God of Mercy, hear our prayers in this Christmas Season.  We pray for ourselves and for 
others around us who have experienced separation and loss and those who carry heavy 
burdens.  We ask for strength for today, courage for tomorrow and peace from the past.  We 
ask these things in the name of Christ who shares our life in joy and sorrow, life and death, 
promise and despair.  Amen. 
 
 
 



BLUE CHRISTMAS REFLECTIONS AND REMEMBERANCE OF LOVED ONES 
 
SINGING THE ASSURANCE OF GOD’S PRESENCE AND HANGING OF THE BLUE 
CHRISTMAS BULBS   
 
 Love Came Down at Christmas Nancy Grundahl 

Soloist: Connor Koppen 
Oboist: Aaron Woodman  

         
 

WORDS OF COMFORT Rev. Peggy Huston  
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE          Rev. Alice Fleming Townley 
Pastor:  In the spirit of this season, let us now ask our God for what we need for ourselves as 
people coping with a loss of a loved one or coping with physical and emotional separation.  Let 
us pray: 
 

O Loving God, we come to you this Christmas Season, with an ache inside us.  As the nights 
grow longer, so the darkness sometimes wraps itself around our hearts.  We offer to you the 
pain in our hearts, the anxious feelings that some of us cannot put into words.  Grant us to see 
the bright light of Your love for us; and Your mercy in our lives as we rejoice in the promises of 
abundant life here and throughout eternity.  Loving God, hear our prayer.   
 

People:  O Lord, grant us your love. 
 

Pastor:   Compassionate God, there are those of us who are missing someone who has changed 
our experience of Christmas.  We sometimes find ourselves adrift, alone and lost.  Loving God, 
hear our prayer. 
 

People:  O Lord, grant us your mercy. 
 

Pastor:  The Christmas Season reminds us of all that used to be and cannot be this year.  The 
memories of what was, the fears of what may be, often overwhelm us.  Loving God, hear our 
prayer. 
 

People: 
O Lord, grant us your peace. 
 

Pastor:  Here us, O Lord, as we pray the Lord’s Prayer together. 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come; thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts as we 
forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil, for thine is the 
kingdom and the power and the glory forever.  Amen. 
 

CLOSING  HYMN #129 Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming, vs. 1-3            
 

BLESSING                                                                                            Rev. Peggy Huston 
 

POSTLUDE O Come, O Come, Emmanuel Charles Callahan 
 (Veni Emmanuel)  
 Organ: Marlene Brewbaker           
                      

 


