
The Presbyterian Church of Okemos  

January 3, 2021  
Epiphany Sunday 
 

 
Preparation 
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in 
the beginning with God.  All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing 
came into being. What has come into being in him was life, and the life was the light of all 
people.  The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. John 1:1-5 
 
Prelude O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright Setting: Michael Burkhardt

 
 

Greeting and Announcements of the Church 
 
Call to Worship:    
One: The Magi had a dream.  
All: They dreamed of a Messiah.  

They dreamed of just rulers.  
They dreamed of a new day for all people.  

One: The Magi had a dream, and this dream led them to action.  
All: They journeyed to unknown places. They followed a star. They walked for days to 
get to 

 Jesus.  
One: So may we be like the Magi,  
All: May our dreams inspire action. May we worship the one true God. Amen. 

 
Prayer of Confession  
God, we love to worship you when the stars are bright above us.  
We love to worship you when the sky is clear, and the breeze just right.  
We love to worship you when the journey to Bethlehem is an easy one.  
Unfortunately, as you know, this journey of life, love, and faith is rarely easy.  
Now and again, the stars disappear.  
Our feet get blisters, and the journey is far too long and lonely.  
On these days, forgive us for giving up quickly.  
Forgive us for allowing the dream to die and for taking the shortcut home.  
We want to be as brave as the Magi.  
We want to persevere.  
Guide our feet.  
Show us the stars. Amen.  
 
Hymn #150 As with Gladness Men of Old , vs. 1 -4 [Dix]

  

Children’s Sermon Sue Schnackenberg 
 



Prayer of Illumination  Sue Schnackenberg 
God of the Milky Way, We, like the Magi, are walking toward you. One foot in front of 

the other, we are walking toward you. It is our very prayer to move your way. So 
if you can, leave the light on and the front door unlocked. Leave a fire in the 
hearth and food on the stove. And when we start to get lost or doubt our dreams, 
Give us the will to persevere. We are walking toward you, O God. So like the 
parent that throws open the door, Open the door to us through this text. Amen. 

 
Scripture Lesson Matthew 2:1-12 
 
Sermon Star Words 

Rev. Alice Fleming Townley 
 
Special Music  We Three Kings Arr. Joel Raney

 
Handbell Choir 

Affirmation of Faith  
We believe in God,  
Who came to this earth as a child,  
Was born to unmarried teenage parents,  
And was quickly made a refugee.  
 
We believe that this child grew up to heal the sick,  
See the poor,  
Dine with outcasts,  
Welcome foreigners,  
Wash the feet of sinners,  
Offer second chances,  
And bless the children.  
And so we believe that Christmas is only the beginning.  
 
The dream does not end with a manger.  
The dream ends with God’s promised day.  
So until all God’s children are home,  
We will follow the Magi’s lead—  
Walking, seeking, and looking up.  
May it be so, for this we believe. Amen. 

 
The Offering 
 
Gloria Patri Jonathan Townley

 
Holy Communion 
Please have bread and juice, or some grain and liquid, prepared so that we can partake of 
communion together. 

Invitation 
Great Thanksgiving 
Breaking of the Bread 
Communion of the People 



Prayer  
 The Lord’s Prayer“…forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors…” 

 
Hymn#152 What Star Is This, with Beams So Bright, vs. 1-4 

(Puer Nobis Nascitur)
 

 
Benediction   
 
Postlude For the Beauty of the Earth (As with Gladness Men Of Old) Michael Burkhardt 
 
Liturgists: Jonathan and Grace Townley   
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