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Luke 1: 26-38 

 The Birth of Jesus Foretold 

 In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent 
by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, to a virgin engaged to a 
man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name 
was Mary.  And he came to her and said, “Greetings, favored one! The 
Lord is with you.” But she was much perplexed by his words and 
pondered what sort of greeting this might be.  The angel said to her, 
“Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God.  And now, 
you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him 
Jesus.  He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High and 
the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David.  He will 
reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be 
no end.”  Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since I am a 
virgin?” The angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and 
the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to 
be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. And now, your 
relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son; and this is the 
sixth month for her who was said to be barren.  For nothing will be 
impossible with God.”  Then Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of the 
Lord; let it be with me according to your word.” Then the angel 
departed from her. 

The word of the Lord. 
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Every year in the season of Advent, we undertake a journey.  We 
journey with Mary and Joseph, with Elizabeth and the shepherds.  We 
take this sacred journey with them.  In our seeking to journey with 
them, through God’s Spirit, we will be strengthened for our journey.  
Every one of us is on a journey - a journey that can take us places that 
we may not want to go or never would have expected to go.  
Certainly, this was the case with Mary, the mother of Jesus.   
 

Rev. Christian Coon, pastor and co-founder of the Urban Village Church 
in Chicago, wrote about helping to get the children of his church ready 
for the annual Christmas Pageant.  He wrote about how some of the 
children were excited about dressing up as animals, or majestically as 
the wise men or to sing with the shepherds but none of them wanted 
to be Joseph because Joseph did not have a speaking part. Coon’s 
wrote that every girl wanted to be Mary.  Mary had the most lines and 
was like the star of the show.  He asked the children, “Do you think 
Mary really wanted to be Mary?”  

How would you answer that question?  Notice the angel did not say, 
“What do you think of this idea of bearing God’s son, Mary?”  The angel 
didn’t say, “Hey Mary!  God is wondering if you might be willing to . .“. 
The angel declared that Mary has found favor with God and because of 
God’s favor she will bear God’s son.   

Nowhere is there any indication that Mary does anything else but offer 
herself to God. 

Let’s take a moment to look at who Mary is in Protestant our 
understanding.  In 431 AD at the council of Ephesus, Mary was declared 
the Theotokos which means ‘the God bearer’ in Greek.   This is the 
council that formulated the Christology we still confess today, that 
Jesus Christ is "fully human and fully divine."  
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But what does it mean to be a God-bearer?  The story of Mary shows us 
that God's work includes humanity.  It shows us that we are God's 
creative partners in the coming of the reign of God. 

Reformed theologian Karl Barth wrote extensively in Church 
Dogmatics about what Mary teaches us, both about the character of 
God's self-revelation to us and the character of our response to God. 
Barth says that it is inconceivable, from the standpoint of human logic 
that God would enter fully into human existence. God did not simply 
pay us a visit, arriving at Christmastime and staying around for 30-
some-odd years, rather, God revealed to us, through Mary’s birth to 
Jesus that God entered fully into the human condition. 

Secondly, Barth says, it is inconceivable from the standpoint of human 
logic that we as humans are included in God’s plan. Despite our 
incapacity to contribute, we are real participants in the work of God in 
the world. Barth goes so far as to say that we, in and through shared 
humanity with Jesus Christ, are partners with the God who has 
claimed us. 
 
Mary shows us what this partnership looks like. It is not a matter of 
our being equal to God or contributing equal parts to the divine work. 
It is not that we will ever be called upon to do as Mary did and 
become the mother of Jesus.  It is not a matter of us signing on to a 
contract or a proposal that God has set before us. Mary did not "sign 
up" to be the Theotokos, nor was she consulted about the terms of 
her commitment. Her partnership with God was accomplished by her 
journey of faith, by being true to who she was as one named, known 
and used by God. In embracing this, Mary did not contribute 
something in addition to what God was doing, Mary was caught up 
and included in what God was about. 
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That is who we are to be as God bearers.  We are to be people who, 
as we journey in this life, we are to do it in such a way that as we go, 
day by day, we open ourselves to be ‘caught up’ and included in what 
God wants to be about.   
 
Now I understand that this is a hard concept for us to wrap our minds 
around – that today – this day – is a day that God is seeking to include 
us in God’s divine plan and God’s divine work.  When I consider this I 
wonder if I am ready – if I am open to being available to God to use 
me as one that God would find faithful?   
 

It is precisely Mary's recognition of the impossibility of her participation 
in God's work that gives way to her complete involvement. She knows 
she is utterly incapable, but she is convinced that, with God, she can 
and will participate in this divine work. She travels to Elizabeth, bursts 
forth with the prophetic words of the Magnificat, and ponders the 
significance of the Christ event and her place in it. "The Mighty One has 
done great things for me," she rejoices, "and holy is his name" (1:49).   
In other words, Mary is saying,  “Look how God is using me”; “Look 
what God can accomplish through one human girl”; “Isn’t it amazing 
that God has chosen me - - me - - Mary to be part of the important 
redemptive work that God is doing in the world?” 

Friends in Christ, we can say that too!  God wants to do God’s 
redemptive work in us.  God does this as we allow God in Christ Jesus to 
come to us – Emmanuel – and allow Christ to enter our hearts and use 
us to bring about God’s reign. 

When I stop to ponder this for a moment, the thought that I am to be a 
God-bearer, one who can be used to help God do God’s creative, 
redemptive work in this world, like Mary, I stand amazed.  God wants 
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all of us to be a God-bearers.  Even in our sinful condition, the Apostle 
Paul writes, “We can do all things, through Christ who strengthens us”. 

I see so many situations in this church where God is using you to be 
God-bearers: 

 When you engage in conversations regarding race relations and 

open yourselves to the other – that is God bearing.   

 When you partner with missionaries and schools in Africa and 

Haiti – that is God bearing.   

 When you serve meals and support Advent House – that is God 

bearing.   

 When you walk with CROP or serve with Habitat for Humanity – 

that is God bearing.   

 When you take mission trips to the Cass Community Center in 

Detroit – that is God bearing.   

 When the word of God proclaimed becomes a call to action in 

you – that is God bearing.   

This is NOT a comprehensive list by any means.  I see you so often – 
partnering with God in Jesus Christ in His redemptive work.  You do this 
as you treat others with kindness.  You do this when you find ways to 
put your differences or hurts aside so that your focus can be on being 
used by God.  You do this when you welcome the stranger. 

As we journey together in this season of Advent, this season of peace, 
hope, love and joy, I want you to begin your journey of Advent with 
some pondering of your own.  Ponder: 

 how is it that I can open myself anew to God, to allow the Spirit 
of God to be birthed anew in me – so, like Mary, I offer myself 
to God so that God can use my life to bring Christ more and 
more into our world.   
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 What would the journey of my life look like if I were to live in 
recognition of my identity as a genuine participant in the 
coming of the Kingdom, a bearer of God to a lost and dying 
world?  I believe our lives would be marked not only by peace 
and joy, but by profound creativity.  

As Mary shows us, by God's grace we are capable of being creative 
agents in God's work.  Amen 

Let us pray:  Holy God, we thank you for your visitation upon Mary.  
We thank you that through Mary we can see how you use everyday 
people to do your creative and redemptive work.  We ask that you 
show us, even today, where you want to use us to bring light, peace 
and joy to this world.  Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


