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HEY!  FOR UNTO YOU A  
CHILD IS BORN! 
 

Rev. Peggy Casteel-Huston 
Dec 24, 2020 
Luke 2: 1-14  

In those days a decree went out from Emperor 
Augustus that all the world should be 

registered. This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius 
was governor of Syria. All went to their own towns to be 
registered.  Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to 
Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was 
descended from the house and family of David. He went to be 
registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting 
a child.  While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her 
child. 7And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in 
bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place 
for them in the inn. 

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch 
over their flock by night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, 
and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were 
terrified.  But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am 
bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is born 
this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord.  This 
will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and 
lying in a manger.”  And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude 
of the heavenly host, praising God and saying,“Glory to God in the 
highest heaven, 
    and on earth peace among those whom he favors!”  

This is the word of God, let our thanks and praise be to God. 
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Some of you might remember an older Christmas movie that came out 
in 1983 titled, “The Best Christmas Pageant Ever”.  It is about young 
children in the Herdman family who were total misfits in the 
community.  They did everything naughty that children could possibly 
think of – they said bad words, they smoked cigars and even lit a shed 
on fire.  The Herdman children end up going to the church because they 
hear that the church had snacks.  These children wind up being involved 
in the church’s Christmas pageant, which, on the surface, appears will 
be a disaster.  Gladys Herdman, one of the siblings of the Herdman 
clan, is the angel of the Lord and when it comes to her part, Gladys 
comes barreling down the sanctuary pushing the shepherds while 
yelling as loud as she can, “Hey!  Unto you a child is born!” 

This happens to be one of my favorite Christmas shows.  When this part 
comes, I laugh but I also cringe inside just a bit always worrying with 
the pastor in the movie how the congregation will react to this 
outlandish behavior.  Can you imagine with me for just a moment 
should a pastor stand in the pulpit on Christmas Eve and yell “HEY!  FOR 
UNTO YOU A CHILD IS BORN!”  Yet, this sacred event as reported by 
Luke, is exactly the way this story should catch our attention.   

We know the shepherds repeated the words of the angels to Mary and 
Joseph and everyone they met.  While I can’t imagine them going and 
yelling the news, the shepherds indeed reported what they had 
witnessed over and over in a way that everyone, including our gospel 
writer Luke, knew this indeed was the promised Messiah, God’s own 
son. 

Maybe amid all the noise that fills our heads every day, we too need a 
little Gladys Herdman to break into our heads and hearts and yell, 
“HEY! FOR UNTO YOU A CHILD IS BORN!”   
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In the incarnation God wants us to know that amid:   

 acts of terrorism and violence that break out on our streets, 

 wildfire and hurricanes,   

 battles between Democrats and Republicans, 

 and our own intrinsic anxiety over the pandemic, the quality of 

our children’s education, jobs, families and life in general 

we too are meant to be reminded that God became flesh in the birth of 
Jesus.  The incarnation says that we worship and serve a personal, 
relational God who loves us, who willingly took on our humanity and 
experienced, just as we do, the joys and sufferings of human living and 
human dying.   

Through this birth, God in Jesus Christ created the possibility for a 
grace-filled relationship between God and humanity despite our 
shortcomings.  The birth of Jesus shows us how much God loves us to 
step from a place God never had to step out of - so we would know that 
we worship a God who understands our struggles, feels our pain, knows 
our tendencies towards greed and idolatry.  We worship a God who 
carried the weight of this broken world by suffering and dying for us, so 
that we might receive freedom in Christ to live.   

That, friends, is GOOD NEWS OF GREAT JOY indeed! 

We are free to accept or reject the grace offered in Christ Jesus, and if 
accepted, we are given freedoms of all kinds: 

 Freedom from sin,  

 freedom from self-preoccupation,  

 freedom from holding grudges,  

 freedom from anxiety  
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and not only are we freed FROM things we are set free TO: 

 love,  

 show mercy  

 and to share this amazing, wonderful grace knowing that we have 

received this grace ourselves. 

What GOOD NEWS OF GREAT JOY! 

God’s relationship with us is characterized by love, generosity, mercy 
and justice.  When this is experienced through God’s Holy Spirit we 
want to sing, we want to dance and respond with gratitude, praise, and 
celebrate this GOOD NEWS OF GREAT JOY. 

When you get home today, sometime before Christmas is over this 
year, go to your bible, look up Luke chapter 2 and highlight, underline, 
put stars around verse 10 and 11 – do what you can so that whenever 
you come across this text – you don’t just read it, you understand that 
this is transformative news to our faith.  And perhaps as you read it – a 
little Gladys Herdman will be in your head yelling out to you: 

“Hey!  Unto you a child is born!”  Amen 

 

Christmas Eve Prayer 

 
God with us,  
as we wait for the dawning of Christmas Day,  
as our souls long for your presence among us,  
let us remember Bethlehem in the midst of our celebrations;  
still occupied, still a place of division and fear. 
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God with us,  
in whom there is neither Jew nor Gentile;  
in the land of Christ’s birth  
come to the hungry places, bringing hope,  
come to the dark places, bringing justice,  
come to the lonely places, bringing love.  

Come to the broken places amid a pandemic, bringing healing 
Come again in Bethlehem,  
come in us, and through us, and even despite us.  
That all may join the angels’ song.  
Glory to God in the highest heaven.  
All hail, let there be joy.  Amen 

 

 


