
The Presbyterian Church of Okemos  

December 13, 2020  
Third Sunday in Advent 
 
 
 
Candle Lighting Liturgy | The Candle of Joy              Alex and Sophia Juarez 
A: I dream of dance parties in the kitchen.  
B: I dream of laughter that is contagious. 
A: I dream of birthday candles and another beautiful year.  
B: I dream of family game nights and dinner parties with friends. 
A: I dream of homemade Halloween costumes and homemade family recipes. 
B: I dream of pillow forts, fireflies, and front porch swings.  
A: I dream of every little thing that brings joy; and I know it comes from God.  
B: So today we light the candle of joy as a reminder that God’s dream for this world involves the end 
of all tears. 
(light candle)  
A: God’s dream for this world involves a joy that overflows and is contagious. 
B: So may this fire burn bright, and as it does, may we sing.  
A: May we dance.  
B: May we laugh.  
A: May we hold onto the people we love.  
B: May we sow joy in a hurting world, and may it be an act of holy resistance. Amen.  
 
Prelude Voluntary and Fughetta on Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus Charles Callahan   
  

Greeting and Announcements of the Church 
 
Call to Worship:    
 

One: Our souls magnify the Lord! 
All: Our spirits rejoice in God our Savior! 
One: The mighty One has done great things for us! 
All: Holy is God's name! 
One: Let us worship God. 
All: For God is our Maker and our Redeemer; from generation to generation God gives mercy.  

(based on Luke 1:46-50) 
 

Prayer of Confession:    
O Great Writer, with a sky full of stars and a world full of flowers, there should be no end to my joy. 
And yet, instead of decorating my very being with joy, I let it slip away like loose change. Instead of 
singing like Mary, or dancing like David, I pass by remarkable beauty and love most days, unfazed. 
Forgive me. Teach me the ways of children, who laugh and dance and sing as if joy is the very thing 
that keeps them alive. Maybe they have joy figured out. Gratefully we pray, amen.  
(silent prayer) 

 

Prayer for Illumination: 
Creator God, Scripture is flooded with dream-like images:  



the lion lying down with the lamb,  
justice rolling like a mighty river, 
swords being beaten into plowshares,  
the prisoner being set free,  
good news to the oppressed,  
the whole world rejoicing.  
 
To our human ears, there are times when these words can sound like nothing more than a far-off 
dream— downplaying prophecy to fantasy. However, what we know is that to dream is to hope, and 
to hope is to imagine, and to imagine is to wonder, and to wonder is to believe, and to believe is to 
live and breathe for your promised day.  
 
So, give us the strength to listen as we dream, O God. For deep down, we know your words are the 
very thing we need. Amen 
 
Hymn # 88 O Come, O Come Emmanuel, vs. 1, 6,7 

Children’s Sermon  Rev. Alice Fleming Townley   

Scripture Lesson Luke 1: 46-55 
 
Sermon Pregnant With Possibility 

 Rev. Peggy Casteel-Huston 
 

Special Music  Tecum Principium, from Oratio de Noël Camille Saint-Saëns 
 (My soul doth magnify)  
 
Minute for Mission  Dr. Paula Zichi 
   

The Offering  

 
Prayers of the People   

Refrain: One: God of grace 
   All: Hear our prayer. 
The Lord’s Prayer  “…forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors…” 

 

Hymn#99 My Soul Gives Glory to My God, vs. 1,2,3,5  
   

Benediction                 

 
Postlude  Toccata on “Veni Emmanuel” Adolphus Hailstork  
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