
The Presbyterian Church of Okemos  

December 6, 2020  
Second Sunday in Advent 
 
 
 
Candle Lighting Liturgy | The Candle of Peace      Jeff, Emily, & Lizzie Conroy-Krutz 
A:  I dream of beach walks and the sand between my toes.  
B:  I dream of going to school with all of my friends.  
C:  I dream of family home for the holidays.  
A:  I dream of gathering for worship in the pews instead of around the computer screen.  
B:  I dream of watching a movie in the theaters with a big tub of popcorn on my lap. 
  
C:  These are beautiful dreams, but I also have urgent dreams.  
A:  I dream of conversations across party lines.  
B:  I dream of more bridges and less walls.  
C:  I dream of more laughter and less fear.  
A:  I dream of more listening and less tears.  
B:  But most of all, I dream of peace like a river.  
C:  Today we light the candle of peace.  
Light candle.  
A:  May it remind us that there is another way. Amen.  

 
Prelude Lo, How A Rose E’er Blooming Johannes Brahms  
  

Greeting and Announcements of the Church 
 
Call to Worship:    
One:  John the Baptist said, “Prepare the way.” So family of faith, how do we prepare our minds for 

worship?  
All:  We silence the inner critic. We let go of busy thoughts. We make space for God to speak.  
One:  How do we prepare our hearts for worship?  
All:  We bless all emotions. We feel what we feel. We open ourselves up to be moved.  
One:  How do we prepare our bodies for worship?  
All:  We take in the scent, sight, and feel of this space.  

We breathe in God’s mercy. We exhale God’s love.  
One:  How do we prepare our souls for worship?  
All:  We bring our full selves into this space. We wear our hearts on our sleeves. We trust that 

even now, God is here. Family of faith, what we practice in worship, we must live out in our 
daily lives. So prepare the way. Let us worship Holy God. 

 

Prayer of Confession:    
All: Holy God,  

we wish that peace was something we could buy.  
We wish that peace could be ordered in a subscription service,  

found on a map,  
downloaded in an app,  



or voted for in a ballot.  
We wish that peace was as easy as a one-time choice when we are feeling our best.  
However, what we have found is that peace involves everyday decisions over and over, 

whether or not we are feeling our best.  
So today we confess that we need your help in this Advent season.  
Prepare the way for greater peace and teach us how to be a part of it.   
(silent prayer) 

 
Promise of the Gospel 
One: May you feel God’s presence. May God’s guiding hand surround you. May you know 

comfort. May you know peace.  
All:  Thanks be to God. Amen. 
 
Hymn # 87 Comfort, Comfort Now My People, vs. 1-3    

Scripture Lesson Mark 1: 1-8 
 
Sermon Prepare the Way of the Lord 

 Rev. Alice Fleming Townley 
 
Special Music  Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming M. Praetorius 
 Paula Zichi, Terri Grady, Matt Pearson, Doug Paterson 
Minute for Mission  Judi Harris 
   

Minute for Self Study        Ellen Hoekstra 

 
The Offering  

 
Holy Communion 
Please have bread and juice, or some grain and liquid, prepared so that we can partake of communion together. 

Invitation 
Great Thanksgiving 
Breaking of the Bread 
Communion of the People 
Prayer  
 The Lord’s Prayer “…forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors…” 
 

Hymn# 106 Prepare the Way, O Zion, vs. 1-3  
   

Benediction                 

 
Postlude  Prepare the Royal Highway Setting: Michael Burkhardt 
 (Swedish Folk Tune, 17th cent.)     
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