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Luke 1: 46-55  

And Mary said, “My soul magnifies the Lord, 
and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 

for God has looked with favor on the lowliness of this servant. 
Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed; 
for the Mighty One has done great things for me, 
and holy is God’s name. 
God’s mercy is for those who reverence from generation to generation. 
God has shown strength and has scattered the proud in the thoughts of 
their hearts. 
God has brought down the powerful from their thrones, 
and lifted up the lowly; and has filled the hungry with good things, and 
sent the rich away empty. 
God has helped God’s servant Israel, 
in remembrance of God’s mercy, 
according to the promise made to our ancestors, 
to Abraham and to all the descendants forever.” 
The word of God 

We all remember times of hearing someone say to us that there 
is a possibility that a new employment position will be ours.  In 
thinking about that possibility our minds raced to all the things 
that could be accomplished if it came true.  We began to dream 
and to think about how this change would affect our lives and all 
the opportunities that this new opportunity would hold.  It is 
exciting. 
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Likewise, most of us remember times of falling in love.  We either 
asked or that special one asked us out for a date.  When that 
happened, we likely thought about the ‘possibility’ of the two 
becoming an ‘us’ instead of a ‘me’.  Just thinking about the 
‘possibility’ of sharing time and dating one another is exciting and 
thrilling. 

Possibilities – I see them all over the place in this church.  I heard 
about a specific young man in this congregation who helped a 
senior adult and because the young man knew that this person 

was struggling, he refused to accept money for his services.  
Members of this church saw the possibility of helping refugees 
who have aged out of public education to receive education by 
starting an organization called GIL (Global Institute of Lansing); a 
member and his late wife were the impetus behind Edgewood 
Village and several more members sit on boards of helping 
institutions.  One member is seeking to become a commissioned 
lay pastor.  This shows me that you saw what could happen if you 
opened yourselves to possibilities. 

That is exactly what God does.  God conceives in each one of our 
hearts the idea of what could be through the power of God’s Holy 
Spirit.   

This is what the prophets of the Old Testament did as well, 
prophets like Micah, who spoke hope and possibility to people 
who were in great distress moving their language from suffering 
to hope, from judgment to forgiveness as the prophets knew God 
to be a liberating God whose intentions were not for us to remain 

trapped in whatever exile we may find ourselves in, but so that  
each person can see the possibilities with God. 

When the people of Micah’s day heard the word that from a little 
clan in Judah in Bethlehem one would come who would rule in 
Israel, I wonder if, like me, the people of Micah’s day began to 
dream and to think about how this event would change their lives 
and all the opportunities that this would hold.  I imagine they felt 
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an inner joy and excitement (even though we know they never 
saw the fulfillment of we understand of God’s promise in their 
lifetime).  But perhaps this promise and the possibilities that the 
prophet’s words contained helped them survive the invasions 
taking place in their land and the injustice of rulers.  Perhaps this 
word gave them some measure of peace amid a turbulent time 
that they could hold on to. 

Possibility – I believe that was what Mary was pregnant with – 
possibility.  I believe that Mary herself, upon having her visitation 

from the angel of the Lord, came to understand that God was not 
limited and that all things were possible with God. 

Mary knew that the Israelite people would have argued 
vehemently that God would not use a lowly member of society, 
an poor, lowly person to bring salvation and redemption for Israel 
and for all God’s children.  But that is exactly what God did – God 
took the ordinary, the willing, the servant hearted and within 
Mary gave birth to God’s possibility for humanity.   Thank 
goodness Mary was able to conceive of God’s possibility in and 
through her. 

Mary’s song helps us to know that Mary somehow knew that 
through her God would make it possible for: 

 every generation to know God’s mercy and love,  

 for the hungry to be fed,  

 for those who have been victims of ruthless human power 

or abuse to know that every child is valued and loved, 

 and possible for all to be rescued out of our despair and 

hopeless situations. 

Mary was pregnant with possibility.  She was pregnant with a 
child who would become not just some God/man who would later 
become a great teacher, or a political revolutionary leader, or a 
moral hero.   
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Through Mary, God came to ‘be with us’ the living presence of 
God with us, who would teach us, who would be the example of 
forgiveness, who would heal and show us that there is a power 
bigger and stronger than evil, sickness and death and who would 
provide salvation.  

Through Mary, God would come not in strength and majesty but 
with humility and a willingness to show us that God shares our 
pain, disappointments and heartaches.  

Through Mary, God came not to fulfill God’s own needs, desires 
and ambitions but to provide us with compassion, justice and 
grace empowering us to do the same for others. 

It was in this way that Mary was pregnant with possibility so that 
she sang from her heart knowing that what was occurring was 
way beyond a single moment in time.   

Friends, what I want you to hear today is that we too can become 

pregnant with possibility if, like Mary, we can open ourselves to 
God and conceive it. 

It is what we do with our children and youth, especially when 
they are struggling.  We try to get them to look beyond the 
present moment or the present circumstances to see and 
conceive of the possibilities for their lives and their future.  There 
are so many stories, perhaps you know of stories too, where 
people were able to achieve something great because they were 
able to conceive it in their minds.  I think of the people in the civil 

rights movement, of Rosa Parks, John Lewis and others who 
could see the possibility of all people living side by side in 
equality.  I think of Susan B. Anthony and many others who were 
activists for women’s rights.  

I believe that President Lincoln was pregnant with possibility as 
he began to conceive the idea from God that no person should be 
able to enslave another person.  I believe that President Obama 
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was pregnant with possibility as he began to conceive the idea 
that in a country this rich every person should be granted some 
sort of decent health care coverage.  

I see the conception of possibility in every person who is willing 
to stand for truth and justice.  I see it in you.  

I believe in this moment this church is pregnant with possibility.  
The question is – can you conceive it?    

 Can you conceive a church that welcomes and worships side 

by side with all people regardless of their race, gender, 

sexual orientation, economic standard or physical limitation?   

 Can you conceive a church where young people are leaders 

in every aspect of ministry, using their gifts, having the 

realization that they can make a huge impact in God’s world 

exactly at the age they are right now?   

 Can you conceive of a church where children are not seen as 

objects for our amusement but valued and encouraged as 

they step onto this chancel area or behind that pulpit?   

 Can you conceive from God a church where one half of every 

dime this church taken in as tithe is turned out to help the 

powerless and the vulnerable in this world and still make 

payroll?   

 Can you conceive of a church that dedicates itself to 

involvement socially, politically, educationally to make our 

world better? 

It begins by our willingness, like Mary, to say ‘yes’ to God’s 
invitation to open ourselves to become pregnant with possibility.  
You have given birth to so much in the past and I see it in your 
future. 
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If pregnant is too feminine of thought for you then exchange it 
for expecting.  Can we expect that, with God, there is no limit to 
what God can do in your midst? 

Because we are human and have all the limitations of our 
humanity, we get so side-tracked by our limitations that we fail to 
open ourselves to the incarnation of God’s powerful presence 
among us and in us.   

 We forget to pray and to encourage one another in our 

spiritual journeys.   

 We forget that God has already put in this congregation all 

the gifts, talents and resources necessary bring God’s reign 

here and instead bemoan what you think you don’t have. 

 We forget who we are as children and heirs of God. 

 We forget to look for the possibilities 

I think that dreaming about all the opportunities that the year 
2021 can hold is exciting.  It is wonderful to feel the inner joy and 

excitement of a future called and installed pastor.   

Maybe, just maybe, there are all sorts of possibilities that will 
help this church build towards a bright future knowing that God 
will grant us peace while we conceive of God’s incarnation birthed 
in us.  Amen 

Prayer:  Allow us Holy God of Israel this day sing with Mary that 
our souls magnify the Lord and our spirits rejoice in God our 

Savior, for God has looked with favor on the lowliness of these 
servants for the Mighty One has done great things for us and holy 
is God’s name. 

Conceive in us, Holy God, conceive in this church every possibility 
to work for justice, serve the hungry, and to help future 
generations know that we serve a liberating God.  Amen 

 


