
The Presbyterian Church of Okemos  

January 31, 2021  
Fourth Sunday after Epiphany 

 

 
Preparation   “Faith does not wait for God’s sovereignty to be established on earth;  
faith behaves as if that sovereignty already holds full sway.”  Walter Wink, “Engaging The Powers” 
 
Prelude Andante Moderato from Concerto in G Minor Antonio Vivaldi   
   

Greeting and Announcements of the Church 
 
Introit Let Us Build a House (Hymn 301) 

 Soloist:  Maria Schoon  
 

Call to Worship:    
One: How amazing are the deeds of our God! 
All: Everything God does reveals God’s glory and majesty. 
One: God’s righteousness and justice never fail; 
All: God is gracious and compassionate to all. 

Come and worship! 
 

Prayer of Confession:      
One: God, we thank you for this extraordinary world and its reminders of resilience, grace, hope 

and life: 
for when grass shoots break through concrete 

when the sun emerges after storms 

for when people offer laughter in deep sadness 

In these moments we see glimpses of who you are – and we are grateful. 
 

Yet if we reduce you to being like the cycle of nature or the best of humankind, 
we diminish your power to make the impossible real: 
to break apart the impenetrable evils of oppression, 
to cast out the very real fears that paralyze us 

to banish the insidious demons of judgement and worthlessness 
so hear us as we pray our confession together: 
   

One: Forgive us God when we do not trust you to deal with the unspeakable awfulness in our lives 
and world.  
In the silence we name the parts of our lives and our world that we believe are too broken to 
ever be made whole, 
Cast out our demons, Lord, 

All: Make us new again 
 
One:  Forgive us when contribute to the brokenness of the world and the lives 

of people around us. 
In the silence we name the things we have done that separate us 



from you and from others 
Cast out our demons, Lord, 

All: Make us new again 
 

One: Forgive us when we trust darkness more than we trust your light. 
In the silence we name the things we think we need to keep hidden. 
Cast out our demons, Lord, 

All: Make us new again 

(Silent prayers of confession) 

 

Promise of the Gospel 
One: Scripture says that those who are in Christ are a new creation;  

everything old has passed away; 
see, the new has come! 

 

Hear then Christ’s word of grace to us: 
‘Your sins are forgiven.’ 

 
All: Thanks be to God. Amen. 

Hymn # 307 God of Grace and God of Glory, vs. 1-4 [CWM Rhonda]    

 
Children’s Sermon:   Youth on Souper Bowl Sunday 
  
Scripture Lesson Mark 1: 21-28  
 
Sermon “What Have You To Do With Us, Jesus of Nazareth?” 
 Rev. Peggy Huston 
 
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH FROM Confession of 1967, The Mission of the Church. 9.31 
To be reconciled to God is to be sent into the world as His reconciling community.  This community, 
the church universal, is entrusted with God’s message of reconciliation and shares His labor of 
healing the enmities which separate (persons) from God and from each other.  Christ has called the 
church to this mission and given it the gift of the Holy Spirit.  The church maintains continuity with 
the apostles and with Israel by faithful obedience to His call. 

      
Special Music Nearer My God to Thee arr:  Sorenson 
 Soloist:  Maria Schoon   
   

Moment For Mission  “Self-Study Report”   Ellen Hoekstra 
 

The Offering  

 
Prayers of the People   

Refrain: One: Lord in your mercy 
   All: Hear our prayer. 
The Lord’s Prayer  “…forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors…” 

Hymn #286 Breath on Me, Breath of God, vs. 1-4 [Trentham] 



 
Benediction               Rev. Peggy Huston 
 
Response Amen 
 PCO Virtual Choir 
 
Postlude  God of Grace Paul Manz 
  [CWM Rhonda] 
   

 
 
  

The Presbyterian Church of Okemos  
2258 Bennett Road, Okemos, Michigan 48864 

(517) 349-9536 
Website: https://okemospres.org  

Email: office@okemospres.org 
https://twitter.com/okemospres 

https://facebook.com/OkemosPresbyterian 

=  =  =  =  =  =  =  =  =  =  =  

Rev. Peggy Casteel-Huston ,Interim Minister 
Rev. Alice Fleming Townley, Assistant Pastor 
Dr. Marlene Brewbaker, Organist 
Connor Koppin, Choir Director 
Irene Shutt, Handbell Choir Director 
Sue Schnackenberg, CE Director for Youth & Children 
 Edward Ennen, Sexton 
Anna Thiel, Office Manager 
Ben Baldwin, Video Editor 

 

 

mailto:office@okemospres.org
https://twitter.com/okemospres
https://facebook.com/OkemosPresbyterian

