
The Presbyterian Church of Okemos  
February 14, 2021  
Transfiguration of the Lord 

 

 
Preparation   Search me, O God, and know my heart; test me and know my thoughts.  See if there is any 

wicked way in me and lead me in the way everlasting.  Psalm 139: 23-24 

 
Prelude “Resolution” from A Love Supreme John Coltrane 
 The McDaniel Quartet   
   

Greeting and Announcements of the Church 
 
Introit They’ll Know We Are Christians by Our Love 

 soloist: Tiffany Gridiron   
 

Call to Worship:    
One: Today we are celebrating the holy light that illuminated Jesus. 

We celebrate his transfiguration on the mountain. 
 

Light of light: transfusing & transforming light. 
Divine light flooding out the shadows. 
Light of love, light of delight. 
Light that turns doubters into followers. 

 
All: It is the same God who at the beginning said: 

“Let there be light,” 
who has shone in our hearts a light with an understanding 
of the wonderful glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. 

 
One: The mightiest One of all, God the Eternal, 

speaks and summons the whole earth 
from the rising of the sun to its setting. 

 
All: From God’s holy mountain, God’s light, 

the perfection of beauty, shines out. 
 

Prayer of Confession:      
One: Lord Jesus Christ, God's glory and love shone through you that day on the mountain and you 
persisted in revealing that glory and love through your words and deeds.  We hear again these 
wonderful words of God "You are my Son, the Beloved, listen to him!” We confess our failure to 
listen to you because of the influence of the world on our lives. When this happens, our attitudes 
conceal rather than reveal your glory and your love. 

 
One:  If we conceal your love 

because our pursuit of other priorities 



prevents us from seeing and serving people in need: 
All: forgive us, Lord. 
One: If we conceal your glory 

because all we reflect is our own self-centeredness: 
All: forgive us, Lord 
One: If we conceal your truth 

through our lack of credible witness: 
All: forgive us, Lord. 
One: If we conceal your justice 

through our failure to empower those who are powerless: 
All: forgive us, Lord. 
One: If we conceal your mercy 

because of our hard and unforgiving attitudes: 
All: forgive us, Lord.  
One: If we conceal your compassion 

because of our prejudice and intolerance: 
All: forgive us, Lord. 
 
One: Lord Jesus Christ, 

cleanse our lives so that we reveal your glory 
in and through all we do and say and are.  
This we pray in your name. Amen 

(Silent prayers of confession) 

 

Promise of the Gospel 
One: It is the God who said, "let light shine out of darkness" . 

It is God who shone that same light in our hearts to give  
the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.  
The good news is that we are not only enlightened by our belief in Christ,  
we are forgiven!   

All: Thanks be to God. Amen. 

Hymn  Down By The Riverside American Spiritual    

 
Scripture Lesson Mark 9: 2-8  
 
Sermon “Sacred Moments” 
 Rev. Peggy Huston 
 
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH  
 THE APOSTLE’S CREED 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth; 
and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin 
Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried. 
He descended into hell.  The third day he rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  From thence he 
shall come to judge the quick and the dead.   
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,  
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen 



     
Special Music What the World Needs Now Lyrics: Hal David 

  Music: Burt Bacharach 

   

 
   

Moment For Mission  “Lenten Series Devotions”   Sean Grady 
 

Offering   

 
Musical Offertory The Gift of Love 
 
Prayers of the People   

Refrain: One: Lord in your mercy 
   All: Hear our prayer. 
The Lord’s Prayer  “…forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors…” 

Hymn #649 Amazing Grace, vs. 1, 2, 3 & 5 
 (Jazz Interlude between vs. 3 and 5)  
 
Benediction               Rev. Peggy Huston 
 
Response Amen, Amen  

 
Postlude  Jump for Joy Duke Ellington  
   
 
 

We welcome The Arlene McDaniel Quartet leading us in jazz worship this 
Transfiguration Sunday: 

Arlene McDaniel, piano 
Ed Fedewa, bass 

Jon Gewirtz, saxophone 
Ian LeVine, drums 

Tiffany Gridiron, guest vocalist 
 

 

Jazz Notes 
 In a marathon session December 9, 1964, the legendary saxophonist John Coltrane and 
his quartet recorded the 33-minute album A Love Supreme, which was to become one of the 
most influential artistic statements of the 20th century. This work follows Coltrane’s 
spiritual quest which grew out of his troubled life involving drugs and alcohol addiction. 
American author and journalist Jonathan Curiel writes, “Coltrane’s album ascends scales 
with verve and intensity, moving from intimate note-making and soulful introspection to 
all-out explosions of fury and finality. A Love Supreme can be understood by any listener, 
from any culture, as a journey of discovery.” 



 The suite is divided into four movements or phrases illustrating the journey: 
Acknowledgement (which contains the spoken chant by Coltrane that gives the suite its 
name), Resolution, Pursuance, and Psalm (a musical recitation of the psalm poem). 
 The Jazz Anthem for this morning’s service is an abbreviated version of the second 
movement, Resolution.  
 In the summer of 1942, the great American composer, pianist & songwriter Duke 
Ellington staged what he described as “the first ‘social significance’ show,” “Jump for Joy.” It 
was an all-black musical revue that Ellington said “would take Uncle Tom out of the theater 
and say things that would make the audience think.” The Ellington orchestra played in the 
pit as African-American performers spoke, danced, and joked, defying the traditional 
stereotypes of blacks in movies and theater. It was a cultural milestone, and demonstrates 
how this great American composer was able to cross the racial and aesthetic boundaries of his 
time. The jazz anthem “Jump for Joy” is the musical’s title song. 
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