
The Presbyterian Church of Okemos  
February 28, 2021  
Second Sunday in Lent 

 

 
Preparation     Expect the ever present possibility of the intrusion of the unexpected.  

That’s shorthand for ‘the Holy Spirit.’   Rev. John Duley   
 
Prelude Air on the G String J.S. Bach 
 [Orchestral Suite No. 3]   
   

Greeting and Announcements of the Church 
 
Introit Veni Sancte Spiritus  
  
Call to Worship:  
One:     Jesus said: “I am the vine and you are the branches. Abide in me, as I abide in you.  Abide in 
 my love. This is my commandment that you love one another just as I have loved you.” 
All:    But the world turned away, or couldn’t hear, or couldn’t see  
 Because they were busy and distracted and worried by many things. 
One:    The One who loved them would continue. 
All:     We continue in our Lenten journey.  
One:  We reflect, return, and reconnect to the Way of Life. 

   

Prayer of Confession:      
O God, gladly we live and move and have our being in you.   
Yet always in the midst of this creation-glory,  
When we pause, we see sin’s shadow and feel death’s darkness: 
Around us in the earth, sea and sky, the abuse of matter; 
Beside us in the broken, the hungry and the poor, 
The betrayal of one another; 
And often, deep within us, a striving against your Spirit. 
(second candle of Lent is extinguished) 
 
O Trinity of love, 
Forgive us that we may forgive one another, 
Heal us that we may be people of healing, 
And renew us that we also may be makers of peace. 
(Silent prayers of confession) 
Amen. 

 

Promise of the Gospel 
One: Hear the good news.  In Jesus Christ we see that there is nothing that can separate us from 
 the love of God, neither illness or suffering or even death.  Jesus continues to come in the 
 darkest night as comfort, assurance, and grace.   
All: Thanks be to God. Amen. 

 



Hymn #643 Now Thank We All Our God, vs. 1-3 
 [Nun Danket Alle Gott]   

 
Children’s Sermon  Sue Schnackenberg    

 
Scripture Lesson Philippians 1: 2-11   
 
Sermon “My Time with the Presbyterians” 

 Rev. Alice Fleming Townley 
 
Special Music Let All Things Now Living   Ash Grove 

Jonathan and Grace Townley 
      

 
Affirmation of Faith  (unison) 

We believe that God is present in the darkness before dawn; 
in the waiting and uncertainty  
where fear and courage join hands, 
conflict and caring link arms,  
and the sun rises over barbed wire. 

We believe in a with-us God  
who sits down in our midst to share our humanity. 

We affirm a faith that takes us beyond the safe place: 
into action, into vulnerability and into the streets. 

We commit ourselves to work for change 
and put ourselves on the line: 

To bear responsibility, take risks,  
live powerfully and face humiliation; 
to stand with those on the edge; 
to choose life 
and be used by the Spirit 
for God’s new community of hope.        --Iona Community 
 
 

Special Music The Gift of Love 

 Paula Zichi, Terri Grady 
 Doug Patterson, Matt Pearson     

 Marlene Brewbaker, pianist 

 Offering    

 
Prayers of the People   

Refrain: One: Lord in your mercy 
   All: Hear our prayer. 
The Lord’s Prayer  “…forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors…” 

  



An Order of Farewell to a Pastor 
 Rev. Alice Fleming Townley, departing Assistant Pastor 

With Rev. Peggy Huston, interim pastor; Emily Conroy-Krutz, elder; and Kent Workman, deacon 
Together with the congregation 

 
 
Hymn #450 Be Thou My Vision, vs. 1-4 
 [Slane]  
  
Benediction                
 
Response The Heather Glen 

     Jonathan and Grace Townley 
 
Postlude  Now Thank We All Our God Setting by Paul Manz   
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