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SACRED MOMENTS 
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Mark 9: 2-8 

 Six days later, Jesus took with him 

Peter and James and John, and led them up a high 

mountain apart, by themselves. And he was transfigured 

before them, 3 and his clothes became dazzling white, 

such as no one on earth could bleach them. 4 And there 

appeared to them Elijah with Moses, who were talking 

with Jesus. 5 Then Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good 

for us to be here; let us make three dwellings, one for 

you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” 6 He did not know 

what to say, for they were terrified. 7 Then a cloud 

overshadowed them, and from the cloud there came a 

voice, “This is my Son, the Beloved; listen to 

him!” 8 Suddenly when they looked around, they saw no 

one with them anymore, but only Jesus. 

The word of God 

There are times in our lives when the opportunity 

presents itself for us to engage in a new experience.  I 

would invite you today to do some reflecting and perhaps 

even some journaling about experiences you have had in 

your life.  A couple of the experiences that comes to my 

mind have to do with trips I have taken or led to Israel 

and Palestine.  My first trip was just a few years after the 

end of the second intifada.  We arrived after spending 

time in the West Bank to the city of Jerusalem.  Our 
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group wanted to tour the Israel Museum to see the dead 

sea scrolls.  Someone from our group left a bag in the 

parking lot and very shortly found ourselves just inside 

the museum surrounded by Israeli soldiers.  We were 

seated on the floor with our hands behind our heads for 

about 1 hour as they called in a bomb squad and 

questioned several in our group privately and separately.  

(You see they thought that the bag could have been a 

bomb). That was an experience I will NEVER forget.  

There is something unnerving about 18 to 19 year old 

youths with guns pointed but one must remember where 

you are and we chose to go shortly after the end of the 

second intifada which was a high anxiety time in that 

area.    

An experience we are all having is living through a 

pandemic.  Someday younger people in the world will tell 

their children and grandchildren about this experience 

just as people who are still alive after the pandemic of 

the Spanish Flu of 1918 have done for us.   

Life experiences, as we know, come our way ready or 

not.   

In our story for today, Jesus had selected three of his 

disciples – Peter, James and John – for a life experience.  

He chose them out of all the disciples to journey upward 

to a high place where perhaps the disciples thought that 

they would spend some time alone with Jesus; maybe 

they assumed that Jesus had a special call or assignment 

for them – after all Jesus had just talked about the 

importance of denying self and losing one’s own life to 

find the kingdom of God.   
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But as they sat on that high place,  

 an experience occurred.  Something happened to 

Jesus.  He was transfigured right before their eyes.  His 

face shone and His clothing was as pure light.  Now two 

more people were in their sight – persons they 

recognized as Moses and Elijah from their own history 

having a conversation with Jesus.   

Peter, James and John found themselves in what I 

call a sacred moment. 

 They were given a glimpse of the transcendent 

eschatological glory of Jesus.  They were looking at 

glorified bodies.  That is how the disciples recognized 

Moses and Elijah – because in glory we all know one 

another – Paul says in 1 Corinthians that we will be 

known as we are known and in 1 Thessalonians chapter 

2, the Apostle Paul writes that he expects to recognize in 

heaven the Thessalonian Christians.   

So what does Peter do –  

 Peter is like me he is a doer.  He is in this amazing 

once in a lifetime sacred moment – and instead of 

basking in the moment – instead of being open to this 

experience – instead of opening his spirit to receive the 

energy, light and life pouring down from heaven at this 

moment – I envision Peter (as I would envision myself) 

looking around trying to figure out the best spots to 

begin building tabernacles.  I believe that in Peter’s mind, 

this was going to become Jesus’ capital city where he 
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(Peter), James and John would be part of everything 

from the first stone up. 

But the experience isn’t over - God speaks.   

Now that is a sacred moment as rarely in the New 

Testament does anyone experience the voice of God.  

God speaks, acknowledging Jesus as God’s son; calling 

Jesus, the Beloved; and telling the disciples to listen!  

What!! Not work??  Not create something.  Not DO 

anything???  Just listen.  - - -  Just listen, listen to Jesus. 

Listening to and for the voice of God is hard for us 

 There is a Home Depot commercial that declares that 

these are the days of doing – they say “in the days of 

doing we get it done!”  There is always plenty to DO.  

There is always work that needs doing around this church 

– just ask Edward Ennen or Jeff Arbour.  There are 

always ways to serve – just ask any of the elders.  There 

are always special projects – just ask those who worked 

on the self-study who just completed a special project.  

There are great needs in this community – just ask the 

people who serve this community in food banks, the 

township Trustee or social workers at the hospitals or the 

schools.  There are great needs in our world – just turn 

on the TV or read online.  

My question for you today is where and how, as 

being a disciple of Jesus Christ, do you listen?  

 The problem is that Peter was on the wrong track 

and would have led others on the wrong track without 
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listening.  Peter, James and John were not brought there 

to establish a capital city or build tabernacles.  They were 

not called there to DO at all.  They were called to 

experience – sacredness.  They were called to experience 

presence – God’s presence.  They were called to 

experience the Shekinah (she-KI-nah) glory of God.   

Introduction to the Season of Lent 

Apparently, listening did not come naturally for the 

early disciples and it doesn’t come naturally for us either 

which is why I am always grateful for the season of Lent.  

Lent is the period of 40 days which comes before Easter 

in the Christian calendar. Beginning on Ash 

Wednesday, Lent is a season of reflection and 

preparation before the celebrations of Easter. By 

observing the 40 days of Lent, as Christians, we 

replicate Jesus Christ's sacrifice and withdrawal into the 

desert for 40 days.   

While we are not going to withdraw into a desert, I 

want to encourage you to be open - open in this season 

of Lent to an experience of God’s Beloved.  Instead of 

making these the days of ‘doing’ as Home Depot 

suggests – let’s make Lent the season of listening – 

listening deeply to God – listening deeply to nature – 

listening intently to one another.  In that way we will be 

doing by listening. 

If Peter had not taken the time to listen, if the voice 

of God had not stopped them, the disciples would be 

spending lots of time and energy DOING – and DOING 

with great passion and wonderful intentions – spending 
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time and energy on things that God had not called them 

to.  God was calling them to listen, to hear the voice of 

God, to receive the energy, light and life pouring down 

from heaven. 

Friends I am here today to assure you that God 

wants the same for us.  As the church we are to be 

DOERS of the word –but we can also get on a wrong 

track if we don’t take the time to listen and to discern 

where and what it is that God is calling us to.   

Lent is the perfect time for listening and to prepare 

ourselves for an experience of the sacred and of the holy.   

You may be thinking, Pastor Peggy, what was sacred 

or holy about being surrounded by Israeli soldiers or 

even this pandemic?  While both experiences were and 

are filled with tension and anxiety, I felt the presence of 

the sacred, the presence of the Holy amid the 

experiences.  I have and still do have great hope for 

Israeli and Palestinian relations just as I have great hope 

that the world will get on top of this horrific pandemic.  

As I reflect on my experience in Israel and as we reflect 

on the experience of the pandemic, we will discover that 

God was there, holding us, comforting us and we learned 

things about ourselves about our God given resilience to 

bring life – God’s life into every experience. 

Sacred moments happen.  Be open to them.  Being 

open means being willing to listen and listen 

deeply.  Amen 
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