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WHAT HAVE YOU TO DO 
WITH US, JESUS OF NAZARETH? 
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Mark 1: 21-28  

The gospel of Mark is all about the 

inbreaking of God into God’s world, 

transforming, setting free, and using God’s 

power in Jesus to show us the way you intend for us to live.  

Listen to the word of God: 

Mark 1:21-28 

They went to Capernaum; and when the sabbath came, he 

entered the synagogue and taught.  They were astounded at his 

teaching, for he taught them as one having authority, and not as 

the scribes.  Just then there was in their synagogue a man with 

an unclean spirit, and he cried out, “What have you to do with us, 

Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I know who 

you are, the Holy One of God.”  But Jesus rebuked him, saying, 

“Be silent, and come out of him!”  And the unclean spirit, 

convulsing him and crying with a loud voice, came out of 

him. They were all amazed, and they kept on asking one another, 

“What is this? A new teaching—with authority! He commands 

even the unclean spirits, and they obey him.”  At once his fame 

began to spread throughout the surrounding region of Galilee. 

This is the word of God. 

Many years ago, I did insurance billing for an ambulance 

company working part time as I went to school.  There was a 

couple who owned this business whose names were John and 

Martha.   

This couple would get frustrated with one another.  

Unfortunately, when this happened John would share his 
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frustrations concerning his wife Martha with the employees.  John 

had a favorite saying when Martha would be angry with him.  He 

would come to the employees and tell us to “Watch Out – Martha 

is wilder than a goat!”  It was a euphemism John would use to let 

everyone know that he believed his wife to be angry or in a bad 

mood. 

That euphemism stuck with me; however, I say it to describe 

myself when I feel out of sorts.  There are days when I feel out of 

sorts or “wilder than a goat”.   

When a confrontation happens, we might use language such as: 

the person perhaps is misguided, mislead, or misunderstood.  We 

think about a person’s background or personal circumstances, 

how they were raised, what did they experience as a child, how 

were they taught – all factors that can lead to people having 

difficult lives with tendencies to be angry, judgmental, and 

generally difficult to be around.  We seek to understand them. 

This is not what Jesus was confronting that day in the 

synagogue. 

The man who cried out to Jesus wasn’t out of sorts or in a bad 

mood or feeling “wilder than a goat” – this man actually had in 

him an unclean spirit.  Unclean in the Greek is akathartos which 

literally translated means that a person is adulterated with a 

wrong mix in their spirit where sin or demonic forces, evil, are 

holding reign inside a person who is a beloved child of God.  

In Mark’s story, it is a man speaking to Jesus but the reader of 

the gospel understands that it is evil that has taken root in the 

man or demons within this man that is speaking to Jesus and this 

is whom Jesus engages with and commands the demons to leave 

the man setting him free. 

Whatever we name it:  evil, a demon, anger, being misguided or 

perhaps we are faced by someone with emotional issues, we can 

find ourselves in a situation that must be confronted.  Clearly the 
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man in Mark’s gospel with the unclean spirit needed to be set 

free.  Maybe this man’s behavior was keeping others from 

wanting to be in the synagogue, maybe he was causing fear or 

creating havoc in what should be a sacred space.  We don’t know.  

What we do know is that Jesus confronted him and set him free 

from the demons in his spirit. 

Walter Wink wrote a book entitled “Engaging The Powers”.  Wink 

was a professor in biblical interpretation at Auburn Seminary in 

New York.  Wink addresses how evil within persons or within 

systems impacts our world.  He speaks about how many 

Christians see evil as demons ‘out there’ and yet in the bible we 

see examples over and over where the demons are located inside 

of people such as our man today with an unclean spirit.  It 

reminds me of comedian Flip Wilson who in his character of 

Geraldine was always claiming that “the devil made me do it”.  

This outside force.  Yet, to Wink’s point, it is people and systems 

created by people who do unimaginably terrible things to one 

another and worse yet distort the image of God in us.   

Here is how John Calvin would describe it.  Calvin would say that 

it is like a person looking in a mirror and seeing a perfect 

reflection of oneself, however, what sin does is throw a rock at 

the mirror shattering it so that when we look into the mirror, we 

still see our reflection as children of God and recognize parts of us 

but sin distorts the image of God in us. 

This is where we do battle.  We do battle with the things that 

want to distort the image of God in us.  Things like:  lies, 

distortions of the truth, evil intentions.   The Apostle Paul in 1 

Timothy 4:1 talks about people who abandon the faith and who 

follow evil spirits (does Paul mean devils walking around -NO – 

Paul means people who have allowed evil to settle in their 

spirits).  Paul in Ephesians 6 tells us to put on the full armor of 

God as he saw us always in a battle.  Paul saw it as a wrestling 

match that humanity is in not to allow the principalities and 

powers take up residence in our hearts and minds. Same for the 
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disciple John in 1 John 4 where he tells us to ‘test the spirits” 

because some of these ‘spirits’ are not good. 

This is the premise where Walter Wink begins – helping us be 

aware that where evil has its reign is in the hearts of humanity 

and in institutions we have created.  This is where evil can 

present itself – in us.  It is the place where evil can do its work – 

in us. 

It is why every Sunday Presbyterians say a confession of sin 

before God.  It isn’t necessarily that you or I do the things listed, 

however, it serves as our reminder that when we are unloving, 

prideful, or self-serving, it hurts our neighbors who God calls us 

to love.  We all equally stand in need of God’s mercy and 

forgiveness. 

As we know and hopefully have been taught, we are beloved 

children of God who meant to bless, to speak peace and as I 

taught last week be people who are open to what God is showing 

us so that we become participants in bringing about the reign of 

God. 

It is against these powers – the principalities and powers that 

Jesus confronts. 

The evil located in the heart and life of this man spoke through 

the man to Jesus with a great question:   

“What Have You (Jesus) To Do With Us?” 

The answer is EVERYTHING.    I can imagine Jesus saying – “I 

have everything to do with unclean spirits– I came with power 

and authority greater than your forces which corrupt and deface 

the beautiful humanity I created – I came to put an end to your 

using God’s people for your evil purposes.  I have authority over 

you.  I came to set this man, who is my child, free from your 

perversions and lies.  I came to empower him to use his voice to 

speak up against the evils in this world and expose evil wherever 

it may be.   
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It was so important to Mark’s understanding of Christ that he 

includes Jesus authority over evil right in the first chapter of his 

gospel.  Mark shows Jesus as God breaking through our patterns, 

our rituals, all the things that we think we know to set us free 

opening our hearts and minds for metanoia or a turning towards 

God in order to be used by God. 

We should ask the same question that the man with the unclean 

spirit asked, “What have you to do with me Jesus?”  Or we could 

ask it in different ways, “What have you to do with our world and 

what is happening with it?”  “What have you to do with the 

injustices we witness?”  “What have you to do with The 

Presbyterian Church of Okemos?” 

The answer is:  EVERYTHING!!  God is the Alpha and the Omega, 

the beginning and the end.  God is the source of all things.  God 

is the Creator.  God is the Sustainer.  God is our provider, and we 

belong body and soul to God.  God wants to free us from our 

fears and anxieties.  When we see wrongs present in people or in 

institutions, we know that the power of Christ in us is greater 

than any evil in this world.  God wants to free us to speak the 

love of God to places where anger and hatred reign, speak peace 

into places where there is strife and conflict, cry for justice into 

places where there is no justice.   

To quote Walter Wink, “faith does not wait for God’s sovereignty 

to be established on earth; faith behaves as if that sovereignty 

already holds full sway.”   

Let us pray:  Holy God, we continue to thank you for Jesus and 

for his example of confronting powers that seek to diminish the 

goodness of your world and your creation.  Empower us to use 

our voices to be your reign in our world.  Amen 

 


