
The Presbyterian Church of Okemos  
March 14, 2021  
Fourth Sunday in Lent 

 

 
Preparation     “Christian faith is not confidence in faith that saves but confidence in the God who 
saves.”  Shirley Guthrie, Christian Doctrine 

 
Prelude God So Loved the World John Stainer  
  

Greeting and Announcements of the Church 
 
Introit Take Up Your Cross 
 Maria Schoon, Natalie Sweeney  
 
Call to Worship:           David Cook, Liturgist 
One:    Today is the fourth Sunday of Lent.  In three short weeks, on Easter Sunday, we will celebrate 

the end of Lent with a jubilant chorus of: 
All:      The Lord has risen indeed! 
One:   But that victory is not yet in sight as Jesus walks toward the deathly darkness of Good  

Friday.  For the coming crisis, Jesus knew what was already unfolding and began to say good-
bye.  He said good-bye: 

All:      by taking a basin and a towel and washing the disciple’s feet, even Peter’s and Judas’ feet. 
One:    He said good-bye by saying: 
All:      A new commandment I give to you that you love one another even as I have loved you. 
One:   In these darkening days of Lent, let us hear these words of Christ.  Let us see God’s love and 

care shining brightly against the black Good Friday horizon. 
 (fourth candle of Lent is extinguished) 

  

Prayer of Confession:         David Cook, Liturgist  
One: When we come together and confess, we recognize our humanity and pray for peace over our 

brokenness. Together, let us pray the prayer of confession: 

All: God of wisdom, we confess the foolishness of our ways, and our failure to follow You in 
Your paths of right relationships.   Sometimes we feel lost.  Sometimes we uphold our 
interests first to the detriment of others.  We desire to work for justice.  

God; have mercy on us according to Your steadfast love.  Wash the foolishness and in any 
way the failure we may feel out of us and help us to live more faithfully as Your 
servants.  We seek Your guiding hand on our lives.  You are the immortal, invisible One; to 
You be honor and glory forever; Amen. 

(Silent prayers of confession) 

 
Promise of the Gospel 
One:  Merciful and loving God, we thank You for never losing hope in us.  

When we are lost, You are there on the look-out for us, 
bringing us back to You like the Good Shepherd that You are.  
Your Word tells us of the joy in heaven that awaits us.  



May this joy flow into our lives each day, 
and be faithfully reflected into the world around us.  

All:    Thanks be to God, our Great Shepherd.   

 

Hymn #187 Savior Like a Shepherd Lead Us, vs. 1-4 
 [Bradbury]  
     

Children’s Sermon  Peggy Huston    

 
Scripture Lesson Psalm 107: 1-3, 17-22  
   John 3: 1-17   
 

Sermon “Believe” 
 Rev. Peggy Huston 
 
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH  
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth; 
and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin 
Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried. 
He descended into hell.  The third day he rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  From thence he 
shall come to judge the quick and the dead.   
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,  
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen 

     
Special Music Be Still My Soul 

 Natalie Sweeney    
 
Moments for Mission Keith Camann, Covid Task Force 
 Jerri Gillett, Parish Life 
 
Offering      
 
Prayers of the People   

Refrain: One: Lord in your mercy 
   All: Hear our prayer. 
The Lord’s Prayer  “…forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors…” 

Hymn #817 We Walk by Faith and Not by Sight, vs. 1-4 
 [Dunlap’s Creek]   
 
Benediction               Rev. Peggy Huston 
 
Response Irish Blessing 

 Maria Schoon  
 

Postlude  Rondeau Joseph Mouret  
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