
The Presbyterian Church of Okemos  
March 7, 2021  
Third Sunday in Lent 

 

 
Preparation     “God’s first language is silence”  Thomas Keating 

 
Prelude Partita on “Lord, Who throughout These Forty Days” Healey Willan 
 [St. Flavian]  
  

Greeting and Announcements of the Church 
 
Introit In a Deep, Unbounded Darkness 
 Maria Schoon, soloist  
 
Call to Worship:          Emily Conroy-Krutz, Liturgist 
One:    Light.  Without it, we stumble blindly in the darkness.  With it, everything is  

illumined and clear. 
All:     Sometimes the light is dim.  Sometimes it flickers, ready to die. But as long  

as we have it to guide our path, we are safe. 
One:   Christ is called the Light of the World, and we, as His followers, are instructed to  

walk in the light as He is in the light. 
All:     For it is light that makes everything visible.  This is why it is said: 
One:   “Wake up, O sleeper, rise from the dead, and Christ will shine on you.” 
All:     Let us gather strength from the example of Jesus as He faced the  

darkness of His own death. 
 (third candle of Lent is extinguished) 

 

Prayer of Confession:        Emily Conroy-Krutz, Liturgist  
One: O God, the words we speak all too often do not show You in our lives. We spend so much 

time boasting to others, they imagine we have no need for You. We grumble impatiently 
when You don't respond immediately to our requests but are slow to sing Your praises. We 
mutter under our breath about the behavior of those around us, when we could be asking 
them if there is some way that we could serve them.  

All: It is on our journey to the cross and the tomb that you fill us with the riches of Your mercy. 
You do so, not because of anything we have done, but because of the compassion which flows 
from Your heart wounded by our failings. As we open our lives to receive your forgiveness, 
may we turn to the Light which brings us life, following Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior, 
every step of the way. 

 
(Silent prayers of confession) 

 
Promise of the Gospel 
One: How much does God love us?  Enough to send God’s own divine heart, hope, and spirit  

to us, not to condemn us, but to save us. 
 



All:    By God's good and precious grace are we saved.  Thanks be to God! Amen. 

 

Hymn #209 My Song Is Love Unknown, vs. 1, 2, 5  
     
Children’s Sermon  Ewen and Zora Todd with Chippy    

 
Scripture Lesson Genesis 11: 1-9  
   1 Corinthians 1: 18-25   
 

Sermon “Learning the Language of the Cross” 
 Rev. Peggy Huston 
 
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH  
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth; 
and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin 
Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried. 
He descended into hell.  The third day he rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  From thence he 
shall come to judge the quick and the dead.   
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,  
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen 

     
Special Music Love is a fruit in season/love is love is love comp: Abbie Betinis 
 Connor Koppin, Maria Schoon, Natalie Sweeney Connor Koppin 
   
   
 

Moment for Mission Andrea Kaitany, Simbolei Academy 
 
Offering         Emily Conroy-Krutz 
  
 
Prayers of the People Emily Conroy-Krutz  

Refrain: One: Lord in your mercy 
   All: Hear our prayer. 
The Lord’s Prayer  “…forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors…” 

Hymn #215 What Wondrous Love is This, vs. 1-4  
 
Benediction               Rev. Peggy Huston 
 
Response When In Our Music God is Glorified 

 Paula Zichi, Terri Grady 
 Doug Paterson, Matt Pearson 
 Marlene Brewbaker, pianist  
 
Postlude  Trumpet Tune Johan Helmich Roman  
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