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1 Corinthians 1:18-25  

 For the message about the cross is foolishness to 

those who are perishing, but to us who are being 

saved it is the power of God. For it is written, 

“I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, 

    and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.” 

Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of 

this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? For since, in 

the wisdom of God, the world did not know God through wisdom, God 

decided, through the foolishness of our proclamation, to save those who 

believe.  For Jews demand signs and Greeks desire wisdom, but we proclaim 

Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, but to 

those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ is the power of God 

and the wisdom of God.  For God’s foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, 

and God’s weakness is stronger than human strength. 

This is the word of God 

Language is the method of how humanity communicates, either spoken or 

written, in a structured way.  Today there are so many different languages 

and dialects that companies such as Unbabel made it a business to help 

people worldwide to aid their communication by undoing the language so 

that their business partner, who likely does not speak their language, can 

understand them.  Interesting that they used a biblical name from a story in 

Genesis to title their company – a biblical story that seeks to tell the origins 

of why there are various languages and dialects.  Very creative!  It made a 

great name for their company. 
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According to theologian Walter Brueggemann there is deeper meaning in our 

passage from Genesis 11.  Brueggemann teaches that the people, post 

Noah’s time, started becoming fearful of their families living in so many 

differing places.  Instead of filling the earth and being stewards of it as God 

had commanded, the people sought to hunker down in one place rather than 

to be scattered and populate the earth.  Brueggemann teaches that there is, 

according to the story, a kind of unity (national, linguistic, otherwise) that 

God does not will and a diversity (national, linguistic, otherwise) that God 

does will. 

The story can be seen as an early witness to the importance—indeed, the 

divine legitimation—of pluralism and diversity writes, Paul Hiebert, professor 

of missiology at Fuller Seminary.   

Both theologians create a connection between the story of Babel to God 

ordaining that in this world there was to be pluralism and diversity.  As the 

Jews were writing their faith stories in exile, where I am sure they were 

experiencing differing languages and dialects, I feel sure that the Jews of 

that day were wrestling with why there were so many differing languages.  

In other words, according to Brueggemann and Hiebert, it was never God’s 

will for humanity to be one people group or one idea.  Wisdom comes as we 

listen to the other.  It is the design of the PCUSA when policies are made.  It 

is the design of our national government when laws are made.  It is the 

diversity of voices where we listen for the wisdom of God to pour through.   

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

In our second scripture, the Apostle Paul is likewise talking about language, 

language that believers used to proclaim the cross of Christ.  The people in 

Corinth who were listening to their words about Jesus debated with them 

using their wisdom and discernment to float their ideas rather than receive 

the word proclaimed. 

Paul says to the believers that their words, the words of the followers and 

believers in Christ, their communication, sounded like utter foolishness to 

those who were dependent on their own wisdom and knowledge but to those 

who believe:  Jesus Christ is the power of God and the wisdom of God. 
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As I studied this entire text from Paul’s letters to the Corinthians, I realized 

that Paul is describing another language – a cross language that believers 

are to learn so that we speak the word of God not just in the words we use, 

but in the way we act, to show the world what it means to be a child of God. 

Learning the language of the cross is not like learning Mandarin or Arabic, it 

is a language that can only be learned as we put God at the center of our 

lives, which is the only place that God will occupy.  First commandment – I 

am the Lord Your God who brought you out of Egypt, you shall have no 

other gods before me.   

The language of the cross is our welcome to community and our value as 

children of God.  It begins when we come to understand as the Apostle Paul 

said in his letter to the Ephesians: 

 God chose us in Christ before the foundation of the world was set,  

 that we should be holy, consecrated and set apart for God  

 and blameless in God’s sight, even above reproach, before our God in 

love (Ephesians 1). 

The language of the cross says we have no reason to boast that we did 

anything to earn or have our salvation.  There were no words we needed to 

use to be God’s children.  The language of the cross says that we live our 

lives in gratitude for the incomparable riches of God’s grace. 

Here are 3 ways that we speak the language of the cross by action: 

We speak the language of the cross when we love one another.  John 15 

says that when we love one another we are abiding in God love.  This 

language of the love of God is so deep that GOD’S LOVE (Jesus Christ) would 

lay down his life for his friends.  Love is God’s language. 

We speak the language of the cross when we love God AND we love our 

neighbor.  Who is our neighbor?  In Luke 10 Jesus told the story of the good 

Samaritan to an expert in the law so that he would learn that anytime we 

show mercy to another or help one who is down to rise up we speak the 

language of the cross.  Mercy is God’s language. 
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The language of the cross says in Matthew 23 that we cannot give enough 

money to the church or to those in need so that we do not need to attend to 

the weightier matters of the law like justice. We speak the language of the 

cross when we speak for those who have no voice, or care for those who 

need our help, or show the love of God in everything we do.  Justice is God’s 

language. 

The language of the cross is not only our language but also our calling: 

 We are called into a world with all its pain and suffering.  We are called 

to be sent into the world for the cause of Christ even at the cost of our 

own lives. 

 We are called to be light in the darkest of places so that people who 

live in darkness can see the light of Christ in us. 

 We are called not to be served but to serve, to take up our crosses and 

follow Christ who was crucified because of God’s great love for us.   

This is a challenging language to learn.  More challenging than Mandarin or 

Arabic because the language of the cross requires everything from us.  The 

language of the cross says that I will surrender my way to God’s way. 

The Apostle Paul knows that in our human understanding this language 

makes no sense.  Paul even says that many people stumble over this 

language because they are trying to find their way by their own wisdom or 

trying to make everything their own way by building their own towers, but 

for those who open themselves to the proclamation of Christ it is the power 

of God to sanctify and transform us so that we become the visible language 

of God to the world.  There is no Rosetta Stone for this language only the 

word of God. 

Here is what I leave you to ponder as you think about delving more deeply 
in the language of the cross: 

What will you do in this season of Lent so that you are practicing the 
language of the cross?  

As we go to prayer, I am reminded that Thomas Keating, a Trappist Monk 
and priest, known as the architect of centering prayer says that “God’s first 

language is silence”.  Keating says, “in order to understand this language, 
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we must learn to be silent and to rest in God”.  Then as our walk in the Lord 

takes shape it is nourished in prayer so that more and more we learn the 
language of the cross. 

Holy God, as we continue in our journeys of Lent, remind us of all the 
languages you speak including love, mercy and justice.  Remind us that 

pluralism and diversity is your will for our world so that open ourselves 
continually to the other.  Thank you for this journey of Lent.  Continue 

walking with us as we come closer to Holy Week.  In Jesus’ name we pray, 
Amen. 

 

 

 

 


