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Summer Worship at PCO 

Christian worship gives all glory and honor, praise and thanksgiving to the holy, triune 
God. We are gathered in worship to glorify the God who is present and active among us— 
particularly through the gifts of Word and Sacrament. We are sent out in service to glorify 

the same God who is present and active in the world.   W-1.0101 

 

 The Directory for Worship in the PC(USA) Book of Order opens with the words 

above, proclaiming the frame for our worship as one that glorifies God. How churches 

organize worship varies across congregations, yet all have the same goal.  

 This summer we will consider the various elements in our worship service at 

PCO and how they bring glory to God. In addition to singing hymns from our Glory to God hymnal, we will have 

special music throughout the summer that glorifies God. Our worship services will be a bit more casual. I will not 

wear my clerical robe in July and August and the services will be on the shorter side. There will be plenty of time 

for fellowship after the services. And for those of you traveling, you can tune in on livestream or watch us later in 

the week.  

 The theme for our summer services through Labor Day will be the “The Sacred in the Ordinary.” Jesus’ 

taught his disciples using stories and parables about common elements and situations in their lives. In these sto-

ries, the ordinary was transformed into the sacred, and we get glimpses of how we can bring God’s kingdom to 

earth. We will look for ways our lives can be transformed by appreciating sacred moments in our everyday life. 

We will also highlight one element of our worship service each week, with interactive opportunities to explore 

how it helps to establish holy moments on Sundays that can carry us through the week. To help you prepare for 

worship, we will now include the following week’s scripture in the bulletin, so you can read ahead. Please note 

that we will have a special guest preacher on July 31, while I am on vacation.  

 Our new Associate Pastor Rebekah Anderson will be preaching on August 7. We will have a reception to 

welcome her on that Sunday.  

 I hope to see you in person or online as we find the sacred in the ordinary this summer.  

From Pastor Lisa Schrott 

 

Reminders for welcoming the new associate pastor: 
1. Pray for her daily. 
2. Send cards of welcome and encouragement. 
3. Give her space and time as she will have many tasks to accomplish when arriving in a new location. 
4. Set realistic expectations for everyone. 
5. Resist quick judgements. 
6. Expect the best. Things are changing and this is a new season in the life of the church. How can you be part of 

it? 
7. Wear your name tag on Sunday morning. If you don’t have a name tag, call Anna in the church office. 
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Meet PCO’s New Associate Pastor 

 At a special meeting of the congregation on Sunday, June 12, 

2022, the Presbyterian Church of Okemos voted to call Rebekah 
Anderson as PCO’s associate pastor, pending approval by the 
Presbytery of Lake Michigan. At a meeting of the Presbytery on 
Tuesday, June 14, she was unanimously approved for ordina-
tion as Minister of the Word and Sacrament. Rebekah’s first 
‘official’ Sunday as Associate Pastor at PCO is scheduled for 
August 7, 2022. 
 Rebekah grew up in Mechanicsburg, Pennsylvania, a 
suburb outside of Harrisburg, where she was involved in the 
Pine Street Presbyterian Church. She says that being part of 
Pine Street’s youth group gave her meaningful friendships and 
opened the door for her to see herself in ways she might not 

have otherwise.  
 With the encouragement and help of her pastor, she 

started to think about pursuing ministry. She attended Stetson University in DeLand, Florida to study Reli-
gious Studies and Psychology. While there, she served as a youth volunteer at First Presbyterian Church of 
DeLand. Her love for studying religion and cultivating meaningful relationships ultimately led her to pursue 
a Master of Divinity at Princeton Theological Seminary in New Jersey. 
 During her time at Princeton, she worked as an intern and then a Chaplain Assistant at Trenton Psy-
chiatric Hospital.  While in Princeton, she also served as the Interim Pastoral Care Pastor at Princeton Unit-
ed Methodist Church . 
 
Her Ministry 
 Rebekah is passionate about ministry with people of all ages and sees the work of a pastor as a 
unique culmination of preaching, teaching, and walking with people through the greatest joys and deepest 
sorrows of life. Central to her ministry is the belief that all are beloved children of God who are inherently 
worthy of love and belonging regardless of achievements and abilities, failures and shortcomings. She be-
lieves the greatest gift she possesses is an ability to offer empathy, presence, and a compassionate listening 
ear to people. 
 She is also passionate about preaching and teaching and sees opportunities to share ideas with peo-
ple as a tremendous privilege. She loves the creative opportunities in preaching and enjoys finding ways to 
blend scripture, culture, theology, and stories. 
 
Why PCO? 
 Rebekah stated that with each interaction she had with the PCO congregation, she saw that the 
church does not just talk the talk…its members walk the walk. She says she is grateful for the ways that the 
congregation lives out its values and practices intentionality in considering how to do so and where growth 
is needed. 
 She said that in an early conversation with PCO, a member of PCO’s Associate Pastor Nominating 
Committee said, “We’re community that likes to do things…we like to get our hands dirty.” She loves this 
about PCO and can’t wait to take part in doing this work with the church. 
  

 If you missed Rebekah’s visit to PCO, you can watch her on the church website, okemospres.org/

live and click back to the June 12, 2022 service, or the PCO YouTube channel— 

https://www.youtube.com/c/okemospres 

Rebekah Anderson led much of the worship 

service on Sunday, June 12, 2022 
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 Thank you! It wasn’t your typical Cass pro-
ject but one that was much needed. We always 
enjoy having you with us and working on whatever 
project comes your way. As always, we are looking 
forward to the next time already!  
 Rev. Sue Pethoud Cass Community Social  
Services. 
(Written to PCO in regard to the mission trip to 
Cass Community Social Services in Detroit in May. 
Those on the trip spent the day sorting and shred-
ding paper.)  

 Thank you for the prayers and cards while 
Dora was facing health issues. They are very ap-
preciated. 
 Edward & Dora Ennen 

 We have moved to Savannah, GA and no 
longer live in Okemos. Thank you to the entire 
PCO family and staff for all that you did for our 
family. We will miss you all. 
Most Sincerely, 
 
 John & Shelly Madden 

 Congratulations to Jayne and Dave Zuhlke 

who are celebrating  50 years of marriage this 

month! 

 

 Congratulations to Andrew and Brittany 

Kursik on the birth of their son Miles in June.  We 

are excited to welcome Miles to the PCO family! 

  I want to say a grateful thank you to all 
those who helped me with my first 2 funerals as a 
PCO deacon. I could not have done this without all 
the help and advice I received.  
 I will start with Pastor Lisa who provided 
me with family history, details of requests (many!), 
suggestions for how to implement all these things, 
and encouragement that it will work out; to Anna 
who was my rock looking up names and phone 
numbers and help finding face masks and other es-
sentials; and Edward who was there for the first 
service and taught me much (I need a notebook in 
my pocket at all times to keep up with you folks). 
You were all great!  
 My husband Dave has become an honorary 
deacon during all of this, toting, cleaning, doing 
vases, tablecloths, buying last minute ice, and pick-
ing up the food!  
 Richard Norton was the calm leader who 
quietly went around helping with the things I forgot 
or had no idea how to do (making coffee!).  
 My kitchen workers were amazing! Irene 
Shutt, Barb Scott, Kathy Richardson, Eunice Cre-
swell, Jane Bobay, Sally Belloli, and Shirley Rum-
minger worked so hard to make these services hap-
pen, including lots of clean-up.  
 Kent Workman helped with ushering and 
enforcing the mask mandate, along with Kathy 
Richardson.  
 Elaine Davis provided brownies and I had 
other volunteers for desserts as well.  
 Mary Lou Hatfield provided many flowers 
and greens from her yard, most of which lasted for 
the next service!  
 Jane and Shirley had so much advice and 
behind the scenes help, I cannot thank them 
enough, along with Wayne Scott and Dave Rum-
minger.  
 It takes a congregational community to 
teach and support us all, and to provide services to 
our members and the community. Blessings to you 
all.  
 Sandy Detrisac 

‘Thank yous’ continue on next page 
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Men’s Group to Meet in Person 

 The PCO men's group has been meeting 

continually every Tuesday since October of 

1989.  In the beginning of 2020, we had been 

meeting  at 6:30 a.m. at the Church and sharing in 

breakfast together until the pandemic 

struck.  Since then we have been meeting via 

ZOOM from 8:00 to 9:00 a.m. each Tuesday.    

 After some discussion, the men’s group 

would like to get together in person again but 

have decided to begin by just meeting once a 

month at church. This will usually take place ON 

THE FIRST TUESDAY OF EACH MONTH, except in 

July, when we will meet in person on Tuesday, 

JULY 12.  

 We will meet in the Temple Room that 

day and will still link up to ZOOM for those who 

cannot attend in person.   On subsequent Tues-

days each month we will continue completely by 

ZOOM.   

 We would welcome anyone who would 

like to join us and participate in lively discus-

sion.  There is no agenda, and we simply talk 

about whatever comes up, but we easily fill the 

hour.  We would welcome new participants!!!    

 If you are interested in joining us, please 

come either in-person or via Zoom on July 12 OR 

simply email Doug Paterson at patersondm at 

comcast dot net (standard email set-up ap-

plies) and he will send you the link for ZOOM. 

Best Wishes, Yusuf! 

 Yusuf Sultani, PCO’s Technology Consultant, 
completed his service at the church on June 5, 
2022.  He is now working as an intern at the Lansing 
Public Media Center. In the near future, he plans to 
move to Detroit and work as a teaching assistant at 
a middle school. He will be translating for refugee 
students.  
 Yusuf joined the PCO staff in June 2021 and 
helped the church establish its livestreaming pro-
cesses. 
 PCO is grateful for the work Yusuf did while 
here and wishes him well in the  future.  

 Thank you to all those who donated to 

help needy kids. Fifty-three pairs of pajamas were 

collected and delivered on June 29th to the cloth-

ing center at Judson Baptist Church in Lansing.  

Than you so much.  

 Jayne Zuhlke, Michele Arbour, Ellen Ca-

mann, Beth Layhe 

Ellen Camann & Jayne Zuhlke display some of the  
girls’ pajamas at PCO before they delivered them 
to the Love Clothing Center at Judson Baptist 
Church in Lansing. On the table behind them are 
boys’ pajamas, also for the center.  

PCO is on Instagram 

The Presbyterian Church 
of Okemos now has a 
page on Instagram. If you 
have an Instagram ac-
count, you can find the 
church by searching for 
okemospres. 
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Adult Christian Education & Fellowship 

SUNDAYS 
Adult Education—Weekly, 11:30 a.m., in the Tem-
ple Room & on Zoom 434 304 558 
 
Writing Life’s Stories –  1st Sundays, 2:00 p.m., 
Zoom  848 6124 7191— next meeting is August 7. 
 
MONDAYS 
Retirees – 4th Mondays in Summer—12:00 noon at 
PCO. July Meeting is Monday, July 25. 
 
TUESDAYS 
Men’s Group – Weekly, 8:00 a.m. (See article on page 

4 regarding in-person meetings) 

Zoom  894 1065 4734   

Artists’ Circle – on hiatus for the summer. 
 
WEDNESDAYS 
Conversation & Contemplation—on hiatus for the 
summer 
 
Caregiver Support Group - 4th Wednesday, 5:00 
p.m.  July Meeting is on the 27th on Zoom 
Zoom  517 329 2320; password is hello  
 
THURSDAYS 
Bible Study – Weekly, 9:30 a.m. 
Zoom  https://msu.zoom.us/j/5147440526  

Retirees in Summer 

 The Retirees will meet on Monday, July 25, 
2022 from 12 noon until 1:00pm.  Please plan to share 
your memories of special summer activities and what 
you look forward to doing the rest of this summer.  
Bring your lawn chair and join us on the PCO lawn. 
 On Monday, August 22, please join Jane and 
Tom at noon for a picnic at their home ( address in the 
directory).  A dish to share would be welcomed to ac-
company a hot dog or hamburger.   

Conversation & Contemplation  

 Those who are supporting family members or 
friends are welcomed to Zoom with us on Wednes-
day, July 27 from 5:00-6:00 pm.  Zoom #517-329-
2320 password hello.  It is a time of open discussion 
and sharing resources.  Please call Jane Bobay if you 
have questions. 

Caregiver Support Group 

 The C & C class will take a summer break and 
meet again on Wednesday, September 7, 2022 from 
10:00-11:30 am.  We will continue reading The Monk 
and the Seeker at that time.  We will be starting 
Chapter 3 so you still have time to catch up with your 
reading and join us.   
 We want to thank Katie Norton for leading 
our book studies; Charlie Senger, Mary Ann Lavalere, 
and Richard Norton for helping us study scriptures 
with Lectio Divina;  Michele Arbour and Jennifer Gor-
don for meditations, and the many members who 
have facilitated each week. 

Summer Fellowship Continues 

Bring your lawn chair and a picnic or snack  
to Lake Lansing Park South on Friday, July 29. As 
part of the Friends of Ingham County Parks Friday 
Night Concerts, Stone Street Revival will be playing 
in the Band Shell beginning at 7:00 p.m. This event 
was selected by the Parish Life Committee as one 
of the Out on the Town—Summer Fellowship Initi-
ative outings.  Parking and Admission are free.    

The band plays a variety of music from 
different eras, so there is something for everyone 
to enjoy.  Join your fellow parishioners for fun and 
fellowship this summer.  

 Church Sexton Edward Ennen has requested 
donations of gently used towels and rags for clean-
ing purposes. These may be dropped off during 
office hours or on Sunday mornings. 

Keep PCO Looking Spiffy 

Thank  

 

You!! 
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The Presbyterian Church of Okemos has been a long-time supporter of the Global Institute of Lansing (GIL). 

This non-profit organization aims to provide adult refugees settled in the Lansing area educational assistance 

and the means to attain a high school diploma in an atmosphere of peace, respect, encouragement, and inspi-

ration.  Above, GIL director and PCO member Paula Frantz handed out high school diplomas to eight young 

refugees last month.  PCO members David & Kathi Cook are volunteer teachers with GIL.   

Ukraine Crisis Contributions 

 Members of PCO have shown their generosity and concern for the tragic circumstances occurring in 
Ukraine and surrounding countries.  In addition to $3,550 contributed to Ukraine relief through PCO, an-
other $2,607 has been received, and with the approval of the Mission Committee, sent to Friends of Mol-
dova, a special emergency fundraiser for displaced Ukrainians coming to Moldova.  
 This organization was recommended by Hannah Gardi, Peace Corps liaison at the US Embassy in 
Moldova, and is run by former Peace Corps Volunteers supporting Ukrainians refugees in Moldova.  
(Hannah is the daughter of Judy Gardi and granddaughter of Rev. John Duley ) 
 For more information, please visit https://www.thefriendsofmoldova.com 

Missions & Miscellaneous 

 PCO Mission Support 

 
 At its June meeting, the Mission Committee 
voted to send funds in support of the following: 
$   500 - GLFBank to support food pantries at 

Okemos Community Church, Hasslet Commu-
nity Church, and 

 First Presbyterian Church in Lansing 
$   100 -Greater Lansing United Nations Association 
– Peace Quest 
$1,000 -Haiti Nursing Foundation 
$1,000 -Medical Benevolence Foundation (MBF) 
$   500 -Michigan Refugee Hope 
$1,500 -Ukirk – MSU  

 

 

PCO Elder Ellen Hoekstra 

was recognized for her 

work with Communities in 

Schools—Michigan at a 

dinner hosted by the or-

ganization last month. 

PCO is long-time supporter 

of CISM, both financially 

and by collecting school 

supplies for local students.   
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   COMMON QUESTIONS ABOUT A 2023 TRIP TO SIMBOLEI 

 The Presbyterian Church of Okemos has been a supporter of mission projects in Kenya for a number of years. 
As PCO looks forward to a possible mission trip to Simbolei Academy in Iten, Kenya next June or July, the mission com-
mittee anticipates some questions. Committee member Ellen Hoekstra has traveled to the Rift Valley where the 
school is located in the recent past and has addressed some expected questions below. 
• Won’t it be uncomfortably hot there? No, temperatures in June average a low of 48 degrees with a high of 69 

degrees in June and a low of 48 with a high of 68 in July. Iten is in the Rift Valley and is situated at a high altitude. 
It’s important to pack clothes for the cooler evenings. 

• What kind of lodging could we expect? During my trip there, Andrea Kaitany arranged for the volunteers to be 
housed in a comfortable motel with breakfast included, not far from the house where she and Richard are living. I 
would describe the rooms as comparable to Motel 6, but smaller yet with much more charm. You can expect hot 
and cold running water, flush toilets, and electricity in your room—except if there’s a power outage, which is 
more common there than here. 

• What about the food? Is it very spicy? Because of the South Asian presence in East Africa, many restaurants have 
some Indian food on their menus. While those items may be a little spicy, most Kenyan food tends to be simple 
and not spicy in the least—lots of stews with meat and vegetables. The national “starchy” dish is ugali, made from 
boiled grains. Ironically, given how much coffee Kenya exports, it’s difficult to get a cup of coffee, with tea being 
the preferred hot beverage. 

• What about communication? Not a problem. Kenyans typically speak three languages-their tribal language, Kis-
wahili and English. Both Kiswahili and English are taught in the primary schools, and students must be sufficiently 
proficient in English to continue to secondary schools. Richard’s family and the majority of people who live in the 
part of the Rift Valley belong to the Kalenjin tribe andso Kalenjin is the tribal language. This tribe is known for its 
prowess in running—75% of the top runners in Kenya are Kalenjin, and Iten is the unofficial “running capital” of 
Kenya.  

• What kinds of volunteer work would we be doing? Andrea will be arranging that, but we will likely be visiting 
primary schools as well as doing art and reading activities with the high school girls attending Simbolei. When I 
went, we did literacy day events in different primary schools, acting out a book that Andrea read aloud to the chil-
dren. Andrea has been hosting volunteers for many years and will be our primary resource for both the “nuts and 
bolts” of the trip as well as the volunteer activities. 

• Will we be able to attend church there? If we are in Iten on a Sunday morning, the answer is yes. In addition to 
attending a local church, another option is participating in the chapel service at Simbolei. The great majority of 
Kenyans living in this region are Christian. On my trip there, I attended a Sunday morning service with Andrea and 
her daughter—very interesting! 

• Is there a maximum age limit for participants? The good news is that older people receive tremendous respect 
there. I was 69 when I went on my first trip. The flight is long and tedious but once there, you will be driven to 
anyplace further than a mile away. The volunteer work itself is not physically arduous. 

 

 PCO Green Team member Jeff Arbour and 

Church Sexton Edward Ennen spread mulch on a recent 

summer day as part of the preparation for a native 

plants project . The native plant project is one of sever-

al PCO has planned, including the installation of solar 

panels,  for 2022, as part of the church’s commitment 

to being an Earth Care Congregation. Earth Care Con-

gregations make continuing commitments to earth 

care in the areas of facilities, worship, education and 

outreach. 
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Policy Responses to Mass Shootings 
 At the federal level, negotiations continue in the Senate, and both chambers have heard testimony from rela-
tives of survivors and survivors, including the fourth grade girl who covered herself in her friend’s blood to appear 
dead. In the Senate negotiations, there has been agreement on principles, but—as is typical of legislative negotiations-- 
it’s too soon to predict whether the negotiations will succeed, particularly given the track record of past efforts. 
At the state level, a “March for Our Lives” demonstration took place at our Capitol on June 11. This was part of a na-
tional effort by “March for our Lives” to stage rallies and marches across the country on that date. 
 
The “Hearing from the Other Side” Fallacy 
 People sometimes talk about the importance of “hearing from the other side” in presentations by proponents 
of policy changes. The shortcoming of that expression is that very few policy changes are so simple that there are 
merely two sides. Few pieces of legislation pass without amendments responding to concerns raised by various parties. 
For example, when a law was passed to license social workers in Michigan, different concerns and proposed changes 
came from the Michigan State Medical Society (physicians), insurance companies, the state department of health and 
human services, and even from some subgroups of social workers. Michigan’s legislature uses “substitute bills” to in-
corporate all amendments because of the difficulty in reading legislation pockmarked by numerous amendments. 
There are sometimes as many as fourteen “substitute bills” before a version of legislation passes both houses and is 
sent to the Governor to sign or veto. 
 
Pay Day Loan Ballot Proposal 
 One proposal likely headed to November’s ballot is one addressing payday lending. The coalition supporting it 
is called Michiganders for Fair Lending, and it would cap the annual interest and fee rate of 36%. Currently, the average 
payday loaN has an annual percentage rate of 370% APR. One reason for that high rate is that 70% of payday loan cus-
tomers re-borrow the same day they pay off an earlier loan. Although the common perception is that payday loan 
companies are more prevalent in cities, the most rural parts of the state have somewhat higher percentage of payday 
lenders. 
 Opponents of this proposal argue that access to payday loans enables low income people with poor credit 
ratings to have a quick and easy way to borrow money. While that may be true, most payday loan recipients and up 
paying far more than the original expense the loans were used to cover. Efforts to reform payday loan practices have 
stalled in the legislature for years, causing organizations supporting these changes to turn to a ballot proposal. Sup-
porters of the proposal include United Way, Habitat for Humanity, and Macomb County Veterans’ Services. 
 
Food for Children in Summers 
 Members have expressed concerns about food for children during summer recesses. The good news is that 
there is a federal program, called the Summer Food Services Program (SFSP) or Meet Up and Eat Up that is designed to 
meet this need. Although funded federally, states are responsible for administering it, with the Michigan Department 
of Education being the agency responsible in our state. The actual service can be provided by schools, local govern-
ments, camps, and faith based organizations. Providers are expected to offer fun activities for kids to encourage partic-
ipation and to create opportunities for teens to be “helpers” so that they can claim work experience when looking for 
their first jobs. A number of districts in Ingham County  offer this free food program, including East Lansing, Lansing, 
Holt, and Waverly.  
 
Affordable Housing in Michigan 
 In mid-June, Governor Whitmer announced a $13 million investment to build 529 affordable housing apart-
ments, townhouses, and housing units in Michigan. Residents in eight cities will benefit from this project, with the clos-
est one to us being Jackson. 

Public Policy Update 
Ellen Hoekstra 



 

9 

BOOK NOOK  

By Ron Dorr 

Born on the Water 

by Nikole Hannah-Jones and Renée  Watson 

illustrated by Nikkolas Smith 

 Imagine that you are a fourth-grader in a public school classroom.  Your teacher asks you the question, “Who 

are you?  Trace your roots.  Draw a flag that represents your ancestral land.”  What would you draw? 

 Born on the Water begins with such a scene.  A young African-American girl, however, draws a blank.  She 

does not know where to begin or what her story is.  She can go back only three generations.  At home after school, 

she tells her grandmother that she is ashamed that she does not know where she has come from.  “Come, let me tell 

you our beginning. / Let me tell you where we’re from,” her grandma replies.  She invites the whole family to listen.  

 Grandmother’s story, told in poetry and illustrations, contains three parts.  Walter Brueggemann would call 

them orientation, disorientation, and reorientation.   Here Nikkolas Smith has based his illustrations on African mo-

tifs “where Life, Death, and Rebirth are present.” 

 The first part of Born on the Water describes a proud and thriving culture, “the Kingdom of Ndongo,” nestled 

between two rivers “on a high, high plateau / in West Central Africa.”  These Black people supposedly “born on the 

water” were free.  “They had a home, a place, a land.”  They spoke words of love and joy and home in Kimbundu, 

their own language.  “Their hands had a knowing”:  how to plant and grow, to mix herbs and shape iron, “how to 

hold a baby close . . . and make work joyful,” how to dance and make music.  “They danced to celebrate, to mourn. / 

They danced as a way of worship, to offer thanks. . . Their bodies a swaying testament to the beauty of creation.”  

These ten pages in the book are enlightening, enticing, even exhilarating. 

 The next ten pages—part two—are dark and somber.   These west African 

people were kidnapped, chained, sold, and re-named.  “Ours is not an immigrant 

story.”  The 200-mile forced journey along the Kwanza River was jarring.  The Middle 

Passage to America was horrific—so desperate that some of the captives tossed 

themselves “into the real eternity of the Atlantic Ocean.”  Half of them on the ship, 

the White Lion, perished.  Others “resolved to live no matter what.”  Black people 

from many villages “became one people, / a new people.”  They said, “We were born 

on the water. / We came from people who refused to die.”  The illustrations in this 

section are vivid—but no more than Roots and Ken Burns have shown. 

 Part III of this children’s book—also intended for adults—presents the heart of the matter.  Arriving in Virgin-

ia in 1619, sold to people they did not know, separated from kin, the enslaved people “worked / and worked.”  They 

remembered their prior lives, sang songs from Ndongo, “hoped for better days, / planted prayers into the heavens / 

praying, praying, praying for freedom.”  “We will make this home,” they said.  “We will survive because we have 

each other.”  Anthony and Isabella Tucker of Tidewater, Virginia, “found a way to build / a love for each other, / to 

marry and create / a family.”  Their son was “a new beginning, / a promise / to live on and on.”  “A child not of Afri-

ca, / a child not of Europe . . . But a child of the new people formed on the water. / The first Black child born in the 

land / that would become the United States.” 

 Because Black people knew that to own human beings was wrong, they “resisted every day / in ways big and 

small.”  They kept living and living, creating a rich legacy of cooks, healers, artists, athletes, activists, scientists, and 

now a young girl who would go back to school, draw the stars of and stripes of the American flag, and say, “I am not 

ashamed. / I know what my story is, / where I am from, / where I begin.”  

 Award-winning authors Nikole Hannah-Jones and Renée  Watson have joined illustrator Smith, creating an 

original and arresting addition in 2021 to the 1619 Project, begun in 2019.    
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The Presbyterian Church of Okemos 

2258 Bennett Road 

Okemos, MI  48864 

 

The Grapevine is a monthly newsletter of 

The Presbyterian Church of Okemos 

Sunday Worship 10:00 A.M. 

Staff 

REV. DR. LISA SCHROTT, PASTOR 

EDWARD ENNEN, SEXTON 

DR. MARLENE BREWBAKER, ORGANIST 

COLLEEN CHESTER, CHOIR DIRECTOR 

IRENE SHUTT, BELL CHOIR DIRECTOR 

ANNA THIEL, OFFICE MANAGER 

Phone: 517-349-9536 

https://twitter.com/okemospres 

https://www.facebook.com/OkemosPresbyterian/ 

Website: https://okemospres.org  

Email: office@okemospres.org  

"The church calendar for July is available 

at https://okemospres.org/calendar. To 

print the calendar, switch to the pre-

ferred view and date interval, then use 

the print link just to the left of the 

tabs." 

 

https://okemospres.org/calendar

