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From Pastor Lisa Schrott
So we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually we are members one
of another.
Romans 12:5
This summer has felt a bit “more normal” to me than the prior two summers, despite the omnipresence of COVID-19. We are learning live with this endemic virus, masking when appropriate and quarantining as needed. We are also
taking the hard-earned lessons we have learned seriously. One of those lessons is
the power and importance of community. We need each other.
During the month of August, the church staff, Session committees and the
Board of Deacons will be actively and creatively planning for the fall and winter. A
major emphasis will be building and rebuilding community. After more than two years of disruption to our
life routines and major staff transitions at PCO, there is a deep hunger for relationships to be renewed. If you
have been disconnected, for whatever reason, we welcome you to reconnect with us. If you are connected,
but that connection feels looser than you’d like, we invite you to deepen your connection. If your connection
has remained strong, we hope you will reach out to those you haven’t seen in awhile and help them reconnect to our life here at PCO.
There will be opportunities in all facets in the life of the church – new education opportunities and
small groups for adults; Confirmation class for our youth; fellowship opportunities “out on the town” and in
the church, and mission partnerships where we can further God’s kingdom with our hands. We are also enhancing the ways we communicate within the congregation and how we share the good news of Christ’s love
and grace with the community. If you use social media, check us out on Facebook and Instagram.
A special emphasis this fall will be faith formation for our children and youth. I am excited for Rebekah
Anderson to join us this month as our new Associate Pastor. Her first Sunday will be August 7 and we will celebrate with a welcome reception in Fellowship Hall after the service. Rebekah and I will be working with our
Christian Education – Children and Youth committee to develop and deepen the faith of our children and
youth and their families. While this won’t happen overnight, we are committed to revitalizing the ways in
which our children, youth and families engage in worship, education, fellowship and mission. We hope you
will be part of this process! Stay tuned for opportunities to share your insights, use your gifts and talents, and
be part of this time of engagement, growth and community building at PCO.
Please contact me at pastorlisa@okemospres.org or 517-349-9536 if you have ideas, concerns, hopes,
or dreams for our life together. And join us for worship and bring a friend!
Grace and peace,
Lisa

Welcome Reception for Associate Pastor
Rebekah Anderson
Sunday, August 7 following worship
Fellowship Hall

Ongoing Collection for Advent House
In the same way we regularly restock our cabinets at home, Advent House in Lansing needs to restock personal care items for those using its services.
Items can be dropped off in a bin in the coatroom on
Sunday mornings or during office hours. Thanks!

Retirees in August
The Retiree Group will hold a picnic on Monday August 22 from 12-2 at the home of Tom and
Jane Bobay at 2320 Shawnee Trail in Okemos. Please
bring a side dish or dessert to share. Meat or a meat
alternative and beverage will be provided. An RSVP
would be appreciated.

Caregiver Support Group
The Caregiver Support Group will meet on
Zoom Wednesday, August 24 from 5:00-6:00
p.m. The format is an open discussion. Zoom is 517329-2320 password hello. Anyone is welcomed to
join us.

Did You Receive Your Statement?
Year to date donation statements were recently sent via email. Please be on the look-out for
yours. If the church does not have an email for you,
the statement was sent via standard mail. If you do
not receive a statement in the near future either
through email or standard mail, please contact the
church office at 517-349-9536.
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Summer Fellowship Initiative
Out on the Town Update
Join fellow PCO parishioners to cheer on the Lansing Lugnuts on Friday, August 19 at 7:05 PM.
In addition to the game (against the Great Lakes
Loons, by the way), the evening is a Faith & Family
Night, including a pre-game Faith All-Star lineup!
Hint: you might recognize a member of our church
on the field!
To cap it all off, there will be a spectacular LAFCU
Fireworks show following the game.
Tickets are approximately $13. To facilitate a group
booking, please let us know how many in your party by following the link in the Friday Announcements or by contacting Deb Major, Matt Pearson or
a member of Parish Life Cttee. We’ll collect money
for tickets closer to the event.
Many thanks
Parish Life

Many thanks to everyone who has
served as an usher in 2021 and 2022. Ushers
are often the first people who visitors to PCO
meet. They also keep services running smoothly by collecting the offering and straightening
up the sanctuary afterward. If you would like
to volunteer as an usher or a substitute usher,
please contact Trudy Sturk at
tasturk at comcast dot net (standard email setup) or at 517-974-6458.

The Mission Committee would like to
thank everyone who brough food items to the
grocery cart in Fellowship Hall. Twelve bags of
groceries and three bags of pet food were recently donated to the food pantry at Okemos
Community Church.

Adult Christian Education & Fellowship
Communities in Schools Michigan is one
of the area charities that receives support from
the PCO Mission Committee and Congregation.
CISM supports at-risk students in the Lansing and
Waverly school districts. Below is a note from
Mallory DePrekel, CEO of the organization.
Hi Church Family,
A few weeks into the school year, Jessica saw the board clearly for the first time. Students might not admit they can’t see the board
– and instead check out of school work.
With ongoing support from her CIS Student Support Coordinator, Jessica could get the
glasses she needed to succeed in school. The
help she received went beyond vision access,
she developed a strong relationship with her
SCC.
A few years later, Jessica saw a career in
finance. With support from generous donors
like you, CIS of Michigan remove obstacles so
students can see the future they deserve.
We are eternally grateful for your support at the 2022 Leadership in Education Dinner. With your contribution, CIS of Michigan
can continue our goal of providing students
with everything they need to reach their greatest potential!
Warmest regards, Mallory
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SUNDAYS
Adult Education—Weekly, 11:30 a.m., in the Temple Room & on Zoom 434 304 558 (check the Sunday bulletin for topics. Enjoy a time of fellowship
after worship when no adult ed is scheduled)
Writing Life’s Stories – 1st Sundays, 2:00 p.m.,
Zoom 848 6124 7191— next meeting is August 7.

MONDAYS
Retirees – 4th Mondays in Summer—12:00 noon at
PCO. August Meeting is Monday, August 22.
TUESDAYS
Men’s Group – Weekly, 8:00 a.m. Zoom 894 1065
4734 (no in-person meeting in August)

Artists’ Circle – on hiatus for the summer.

WEDNESDAYS
Conversation & Contemplation—on hiatus for the
summer
Caregiver Support Group - 4th Wednesday, 5:00
p.m. August Meeting is on the 24th on Zoom
Zoom 517 329 2320; password is hello

THURSDAYS
Bible Study – Weekly, 9:30 a.m.
Zoom https://msu.zoom.us/j/5147440526

Refreshing Our Website
We're excited to announce that we are live on our new-look website. Don't worry - the link
(www.okemospres.org) and the content (mostly!) remains the same, but we've taken the opportunity to tweak a
number of elements. The biggest change is in the look and feel of the site. The fonts, the screen backgrounds are
all cleaned up and the Home page has an entirely new layout.
We took this opportunity to reorganize the Top Menu to better reflect the church's focus and provide
clearer direction to site visitors. Thanks to Jill Schaberg, Christine Beamer, Charles Given, Carl Lira, Matt Pearson
& Pastor Lisa for leading the effort here. We encourage you to explore the options (again, none of the content
has been removed), and would highlight that the About Us section has some of the most trafficked resources for
our Members.
Here are are a few brand-new features we wanted to highlight:
Events
Events allow us to promote major
activities of the church in new ways:
there's a ticker along the top
counting down to the next event, a
summary on the homepage of upcoming events, plus a new Events
Calendar listing them all out. Best of
all, you can Subscribe to our new
Events Calendar so that the Events
will show up automatically in your
phone/desktop Calendar!
• Services
We have always shared materials
from previous worship services
(Sermon transcript, bulletin, video)
but these now have a new format.
There are large icons to access the
worship materials and a listing of
Recent Services in the Menu system;
please be aware that Services prior
to the launch are still available, just
in the previous format.
• Give
You may have noticed a more prominent Give button on the home page
linking to a dedicated page; we plan
on providing members and visitors
with more information about donation opportunities and benefits. Similarly, we plan on building our Serve
page to make it easier for members
to engage more fully in churchThe updated website presents important information in a new format
related activities and find relevant
opportunities to serve.
Please email communications at okemospres dot org (standard email set-up) if you have any feedback or
questions.
•
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PCO Now Serving Equal Exchange Fair Trade Coffee
If you are a coffee drinker, you have one more reason to fellowship in person after worship.
Thanks to a subsidy from members of the Green Team, PCO will begin serving Equal Exchange fair
trade coffee after the church’s current supply of regular coffee runs out. Online reviews describe
this ethically grown and harvested coffee as “very smooth, no hint of bitterness” and “ a mild, flavorful coffee that is perfect for all occasions.”
Equal Exchange’s mission is to build long-term trade partnerships that are economically just
and environmentally sound. Equal Exchange sources from over 40 small farmer organizations
around the world who are democratically organized, sharing resources and decision-making among
their members. This commitment to fair trade promotes a more equitable, democratic and sustainable world.
Thanks to the Green Team for this initiative. Learn more at https://shop.equalexchange.coop/

Update From Haiti
The Haiti Nursing Foundation and its college nursing program is one of the international charities supported by
PCO’s Mission Committee and congregation. Below is an update from the organization .
Dear Presbyterian Church of Okemos
I’d like to give you and the Mission Committee an update on what is happening with Haiti Nursing Foundation
and the FSIL college nursing program in Leogane. Our mission is still a bright light in the difficult and sometimes
dark world we inhabit. FSIL is educating the best nurses in Haiti who are improving the health of Haiti's residents
every day. We have appreciated your support in the past. Providing a gift will help to insure that FSIL operations
can continue during these challenging economic times.
Please visit https://haitinursing.org to see a short video of nursing students describing their experience at FSIL
and expressing thanks to the supporters of HNF.
Below are a few high points of this quarter:
• While increasing gang violence and political instability continues to create challenges for Haiti, including stifling food and fuel costs, FSIL is managing to maintain its standards of excellence in nursing education, enrolling the largest starting class in its history. The immense generosity of supporters like you helps to bolster
this resolve.
• In December, an appeal was made to purchase laptops to accommodate an increase in students. With funds
raised from individuals, churches, civic groups and foundations, HNF will be purchasing 45 laptops soon and
shipping to the nursing school. You can imagine the life changing impact a gift like this can have on the future of a student.
• In recognition of the essential role of nursing education during the pandemic, and in celebration of its historic and continuing inspiration to nurses everywhere, the National League for Nursing has announced 2022 as
the Year of the Nurse Educator. Nurses on the HNF Board of Directors matched donations made to celebrate
nurses up to $10,000.
Save the date! 'HNF's annual fundraiser, "From Haiti with Love", will be held in-person this year at the Ann Arbor City Club on Friday, October 21, 2022 and will feature fine food, music, auction items and the priceless opportunity to reconnect with those who share our love for FSIL. In fact , I would love to have one or two of you as
my guests at the October gals, which is a funa and very inspiring event! My husband, Larry, and I are planning to
be thre, are are purchasing a table for our guests. Let me know if this is something that interests you (email me at patfarris@gmail.com, or call/text my cell
269-251-1247).
Gratefully,
Pat Farris, Secretary, HNF Board of Directors
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School Supplies Needed for Students in Sierra Leone

Two students in front of the Evangelical Mission Primary School

Mercy and Hope Charity is a nonprofit organization dedicated to sharing God’s love by helping impoverished people in Sierra Leone. Haslett resident Mariama Bah shared with the Mission Committee the need for
small backpacks, pencils, and pens for 113 first, second and third grade students at the Evangelical Mission Primary School. We would like to help her collect these items to take when she visits the school in late August.
Please consider helping in this effort through August 14 by donating money (to buy the items in bulk), or
in-kind donations of small backpacks, #2 pencils and pens. Monetary donations can go to The Presbyterian
Church of Okemos (PCO) by way of cash, check, or online giving. Please specify it is for Mercy and Hope Charity
School Supplies. There will also be a bin in the coat room for collecting these items. If you have questions, please
contact Jennifer Gordon at gordonjms at gmail dot com (standard email set-up) or (517) 243-1214.

Public Policy Update
Ellen Hoekstra
At the state level, budget bills for the fiscal year starting October 1 have been signed into law, as have other bills
addressing human needs and challenges, such as:
• HB 5166, legislation allowing community-based organizations to distribute opioid antagonists (such as naloxone) without risk of liability. This legislation was proposed by the Governor’s bipartisan Opioid Task Force and
sponsored by Rep. Mary Whiteford, who said the change in policy was “crucial to giving people with opiate
addiction a second chance at recovery.”
• A package of bipartisan bills called the “Tobacco 21” legislation bringing state law into conformity with federal
law enacted to reduce the number of young people using tobacco.
The budget bills signed into law are both known as “omnibus” bills, pulling many areas of state spending into larger bills. The bill that covers state departments made a number of changes of interest, such as:
• Constructing a new state psychiatric hospital and making other changes to expand the state’s mental health
service capacity.
• Expanding student loan reimbursement for mental health providers.
• Cleaning up contaminated sites; and
• Speeding up replacement of lead service lines.
The education budget bill signed into law also contained notable changes, including:
• Increasing per pupil funding in every district to its highest level.
• Providing $214 per student in mental health and school safety funding.
• Increasing funding for at-risk students and for those receiving special education services; and
• Adding 1300 more slots for free preschool education (Great Start Readiness Program).
In other state news of interest, Michigan’s Task Force on Juvenile Justice has approved a comprehensive plan of
action. It includes increased data collection, the creation of a statewide juvenile public defense system, and expansion of diversion opportunities for youth who are not a public safety risk.

6

BOOK NOOK
By Ron Dorr
Chasing Me to My Grave:
An Artist’s Memoir of the Jim Crow South
by Winfred Rembert, as told to Erin I. Kelly
Earlier this year, Chasing Me to My Grave won the Pulitzer Prize in biography. The colorful book is Winfred
Rembert’s recounting of his life from 1945 to 2021. Interspersed with professor of philosophy Erin I. Kelly’s narrative
are copies of Rembert’s 79 stunning artistic paintings on leather. The Pulitzer Prize Winners’ website provides the
following information.
“Winfred Rembert grew up in a family of Georgia field laborers and joined the Civil Rights Movement as a
teenager. He was arrested after fleeing a demonstration, survived a near-lynching at the hands of law enforcement,
and spent seven years on chain gangs. During that time, he met the undaunted Patsy, who would become his wife.
Years later, at the age of fifty-one, and with Patsy’s encouragement, he started drawing and painting scenes from his
youth, using leather tooling skills he learned in prison.
“Chasing Me to My Grave presents Rembert’s breathtaking body of work alongside his story, as told to Tufts
professor Erin I. Kelly. Rembert calls forth vibrant scenes of Black life on Cuthbert, Georgia’s Hamilton Avenue,
where he first glimpsed the possibility of a life outside the cotton field. As he pays tribute, exuberant and heartfelt,
to Cuthbert’s Black community and the people, including Patsy, who helped him find the courage to revisit a traumatic past, Rembert brings to life the promise and the danger of Civil Rights protests, the brutalities of incarceration,
his search for his mother’s love, and the epic bond he formed with Patsy.” It is “a searing account . . . of abuse, endurance, imagination, and aesthetic transformation.”
The abuse and anguish of racism and segregation come in ways familiar and unfamiliar. Certain places are
for “white only.” Tone, demeanor, language, and behavior around white people are contained, repressed, suppressed. Rembert adds his own memories: sights that intimidate and humiliate, lynchings, his own near-lynching,
young women raped, young Black men “disappeared,” 20 people hitting him with axe handles. Why, he asks himself,
do white people hate Black people so much and treat them like hogs?
Endurance comes from three sources: the past, the present, and the future. In past experiences, parents
have protected their children from harm’s way, insisting on silence, curfews, and obedience. In the midst of his own
near-lynching, imprisonment, and chain gang work, he relies on his own will to survive. “A Man Don’t Know What
He Can Go Through,” he says, until he goes through it. In extreme circumstances, it is often others who remind him
to resist: promises to his beloved wife, Patsy, and to a judge who paroled him early.
Rembert’s imagination helps immensely. In civil rights marches, he imagines different futures for Black people. On chain gangs, he takes on the persona of nearly everyone else. He imagines himself in each other’s shoes,
lifting himself out of self-pity. Thanks to his own memory, curiosity, and help from another inmate, who teaches him
how to tool leather, he begins to paint on leather.
Indeed, the most obvious sources of renewal and transformation in this
book are the power of art and love. From 1996 on, others recognize his talent
and guide him toward sales, exhibits, and eventually a Pulitzer Prize given posthumously in 2022. His paintings are stunning: vivid, colorful, joyful, painful, harrowing, soulful. (Google “Winfred Rembert exhibitions” to view his paintings.)
His lifetime partner encourages him to paint. She probably saves him. “She never put me down,” he writes. “She gave me hope.” Patsy and Wendell see each
other through hard times and bear each other’s burdens.
Religion appears in a number of Rembert’s paintings: “Rocking in the
Church,” “The Baptism,” even “Going to Church Late.” At church, he is a talented
singer, minister of music, and deacon. Patsy thinks that “it was divine intervention that we met. God put us together.”
In Bryan Stevenson’s words, Winfred Rembert’s life “is ultimately about
love—a love of justice, a love of people, a love of community and family, and a
love of art.”
Rocking in the Church
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The Presbyterian Church of Okemos
2258 Bennett Road
Okemos, MI 48864

"The church calendar for August is available at https://okemospres.org/calendar. To
print the calendar, switch to the preferred view and date interval, then use
the print link just to the left of the
tabs."
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