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From Pastor Lisa Schrott
I have heard a lot about resilience this past year – individual resilience, as
well as the collective resilience of institutions. Resilience, like the phrases “Great
Resignation” and “Zoom Fatigue” have become much used buzz words to describe
aspects of our lives in the COVID-19 era. And yet despite its overuse, I think there is
something to be said for churches to embrace a posture of resilience.
Theologically, resilience allows us live in the grace of a sovereign God. It
embodies the belief that God is a partner on our journey. Resilience recognizes our
Biblical heritage as a people who struggled through vast journeys, oppression, exile, restoration of decimated communities, and the birth of new ministry after Jesus’ death and resurrection. It goes beyond “bouncing back,“ encompassing an understanding that our path
is often not linear. Resilience includes perceiving when to stay still and listen for God’s voice, and when to
move, and whether movement is to saunter, stroll, trot, run or leap ahead or double back and revisit through
different eyes.
This year at PCO we will embrace the posture of resilience. As we reengage with programs that enriched us in past years, we will discern if they continue to nourish us today. As we develop new opportunities
for discipleship, we will assess if they help us fulfill our mission to glorify, understand, and serve God and to
welcome, heal, and bring justice and peace in the name of Jesus Christ.
We begin our new program year on September 11 – Rally Day. Join us for an intergenerational art
project following worship. We will be painting landscape rocks that will become part of the path around our
solar panel array. We will have all the needed supplies, some samples and some ideas. Bring your creative
spirit! Classes for children, youth, and adults will meet for a brief time after the activity.
This fall we are bringing back some old favorites like Birthday cake Sundays and the Agape Meal.
Some programs will return with new features like the Alternative Gift Market, which will now be on a Saturday, and Sunday morning Adult Ed, which will feature a multi-week emphasis on one topic. There will be new
opportunities to engage in mission starting with a lunch and program on Ukrainian refugees relief in Moldova. In October we will hear from youth who went to Cuba this summer.
I invite you all to share your feedback as to how these programs, as well as our Sunday morning worship, feed your soul. I also invite you to share new ideas for ways we can deepen our discipleship and reach
people in the community who may be looking for a church home. I’d love to visit in person or by phone. I can
also be reached via email at pastorlisa at okemospres dot org (standard email set-up).
Grace and peace,
Lisa

From Pastor Rebekah Anderson
Friends, it is an absolute delight to be sharing my first note in the
Grapevine newsletter with you!
I want to thank all of you from the bottom of my heart for the warm
welcome you have extended to me as I’ve moved to Okemos throughout the
month of August. It is never easy to move to a new place, but through the
warmth, generosity, and love of this congregation, The Presbyterian Church
of Okemos has quickly felt like home to me. I am so grateful for all the ways
this congregation has extended kindness to me already. I have absolutely
loved getting to know all of you better over the course of this past month and
I am eager to continue to get to know you this fall!
In many ways, September marks the beginning of a new year. Though
we typically imagine our fresh start comes in January with the beginning of a new calendar year, for many of us
the week after Labor Day is when we really launch into new beginnings. School starts up again, those who have
gone away for the summer come back, and opportunities arise that allow us to create new rhythms for work and
home that will guide our lives for the next several months.
September of this year feels like an especially new beginning: This is the 30th month since the COVID-19
outbreak became a pandemic in March of 2020 and the CDC has just announced that their precautionary guidelines no longer recommend social distancing! For me, that feels like we’ve turned a new page in the saga of challenges the pandemic has brought on.
So much is changing! It feels right that as these many new beginnings are underway, Pastor Lisa and I will
both take part in our first fall kick off as part of the Presbyterian Church of Okemos. At New Years, it’s common
for people to get deliberate about what they’d like to see in the new year—To let go of things that did not serve
them and embrace new beginnings. Amid all this change and as we launch into the “new year” that September
brings, I want to invite all of us to see this fall as a chance to reset and embrace new beginnings.
In his meditation, “The Fall of the Year,” theologian Howard Thurman talks about fall as a harvest and
time of ingathering in both nature and in the heart. He writes, “There is the time when there must be a separation of that which has said its say and passes—That which ripens and finds its meaning in sustaining life in other
forms. Nothing is lost, nothing disappears; all things belong, each in its way, to a harmony and an order which
envelops all, which suffuses all.”
I love this quote because it draws attention to a beautiful reality we see in nature every fall: While the
fall is a time when nature lets go of the bounty of summer, nothing is wasted. Everything serves a purpose. So
may we launch into this new year ready to learn from past challenges, let go of what doesn’t serve us, and embrace the holiness of new beginnings.

From the Administration Committee
The Administration Committee
gives SPECIAL THANKS to the many people who volunteer their time to keep our church in good order. Some of the tasks include keeping the lighting
system in working, doing jobs on the church
grounds, doing minor repairs to the building both
inside and out, and being able to come over at a
moment’s notice for an hour or two to help with
emergency tasks.
We appreciate having our Sexton, Edward
Ennen, who makes sure our building is clean, in
good order, and keeps the Administration Committee informed of necessary repairs.
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From the Sexton
Edward needs more rags or old towels to
keep the church looking clean and beautiful. Donations can be dropped off Sunday morning or during church office hours—9:00 a.m.—2:00 p.m.
Monday through Friday.
Thank you!

Women’s Connection Returns!
Women's Connection is re-connecting after our long break. We will start this new year getting to know our new pastors better.
Please mark your calendars for Sunday,
September 25, 12:30 p.m. in Room 108 for lunch,
time of fellowship and catching up. Then, Rev. Rebekah Anderson will share stories of her life and
faith journey. All women are welcome and encouraged to invite friends!
(Looking ahead: Rev. Lisa Schrott will be
our speaker on Sunday, October 30.)
Questions: Shirley Rumminger at
srumminger at yahoo dot com (standard email setup) or 517 655 4123.

Conversation & Contemplation
Reconvenes
The Conversation & Contemplation class
plans to meet again on Wednesday, September 7,
2022 from 10:00-11:30 a.m. on Zoom 905 709 104.
We will continue reading The Seeker and the Monk at
that time. We will be starting Chapter 3. Please join
us!

Retirees in 2022-23
Retirees will meet in person at the church on
Monday, September 26 from noon-1pm. Please bring a
lunch to enjoy as we discuss the feedback on the purpose and direction of the Retiree Group for 20222023. Jane Bobay would appreciate your input and
comments prior to this meeting. Please contact her at
jane dot bobay at gmail dot com (standard email setup) or 505-0211.

Adult Christian Education & Fellowship
Password for Zoom meetings unless otherwise
noted is 48864.
SUNDAYS
Adult Education—Weekly, 11:30 a.m., in the Temple Room & on Zoom 434 304 558 (check the Sunday bulletin for topics. Enjoy a time of fellowship
after worship when no adult ed is scheduled)
Writing Life’s Stories – 1st Sundays, 2:00 p.m.,
Zoom 848 6124 7191— next meeting is September
4.

MONDAYS
Retirees – 4th Mondays -12:00 noon at PCO. September Meeting is Monday, September 26.
TUESDAYS
Men’s Group – Weekly, 8:00 a.m. Zoom 894 1065
4734 (In person and on Zoom Sept. 6; other weeks
are Zoom only)

WEDNESDAYS
Conversation & Contemplation—Weekly, 10:00
a.m. on Zoom 905 709 104
Caregiver Support Group - 4th Wednesday, 5:00
p.m. September Meeting is Wednesday, September 28th on Zoom
Zoom 517 329 2320; password is hello

THURSDAYS
Bible Study – Weekly, 9:30 a.m.
Zoom https://msu.zoom.us/j/5147440526

Rally Day
Sunday, September 11!

Ongoing Collection for Advent House
In the same way we regularly restock our cabinets at home, Advent House in Lansing needs to restock personal care items for those using its services.
Items can be dropped off in a bin in the coatroom on
Sunday mornings or during office hours. Thanks!
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Intergenerational art project
following worship.
Classes for children, youth and adults
meet briefly afterward.

Chapel Choir Wants YOU!
After our summer hiatus, the Chapel Choir
will be returning to worship services after Labor Day!
Our first rehearsal will be Thursday, September 8th
from 7:30 to 8:30pm in the Sanctuary. Any and all
are welcome to join. Contact Colleen Chester if you
have any questions or come out to our first rehearsal!
We can't wait to see you there.
Let's dispel some myths about choir:
Don't I need previous choir/singing experience in
order to join?
DEFINITELY NOT! So many people think they
have to have experience to join and that is simply not
true. If you want to join our Chapel Choir, we want
you to be there! We don't expect any level of ability,
rehearsal is a place to learn the music and spend time
building community in music worship together.
I can't join because I had a teacher/friend/family
member tell me I'm "tone deaf."
This is a HUGE misconception in music, and if
someone said this to you I'm so sorry. It is not physically possible to be tone deaf (diagnosed hearing disabilities, aside.) Matching pitch is a learned skill, and
just like anything else - running, swimming, knitting you just need practice to help coordinate your muscles. Lord knows I wouldn't jump up and go run a
marathon, but with a little training I could happily run
around my neighborhood!
I can't join because I might have to miss a Thursday
or a Sunday.
We recognize that you all have busy lives with
commitments, families, work lives, etc. It is completely understandable that you may not be able to
make every Thursday and Sunday. We still want you
to sing with us!
I wouldn't know what part to sing.
That's what Colleen is here for! She will help
place you in the proper section based on your unique
voice type. Some of us are more comfortable singing
high, some low, and that's what makes choir so beautiful. Each of our parts together create the music as a
whole.
Cont. in right column
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Cont. from left column
I can't participate because I am unavailable on the
date of the first rehearsal.
No problem, reach out to Colleen Chester
and let her know you are interested! We will find a
time to meet and get you ready for the next rehearsal!
Choir is a place for EVERYONE. You are wanted and welcome and we hope you consider joining
our Chapel Choir. We love being a part of the worship
service and our focus is to work together with our
leadership team to amplify the messages each week.
Come and see what it's all about on +
Colleen

Sunday School Teachers for 2022-23
The Christian Education-Children and Youth
Committee would like to thank the following PCO
members for volunteering to teach Sunday School
during the 2022-23 school year. Their willingness to
serve and commitment of time and energy to the
kids is appreciated!
Lower Elementary (Grades K-2): Eunice Creswell
and Sandy Detrisac
Upper Elementary (Grades 3-6): Christine Meland
and Kathi Cook
Youth (Grades 7-12): John Juarez and Roy Meland
Substitutes: Barbara Fretwell-Cooke, Linda
Cravotta, Jennifer Gordon, Tanya Stokes
*PCO currently does not have any preschoolers
enrolled for Sunday School. Should some enroll,
the Preschool Class will be taught by Barbara
Fretwell-Cooke.
This year, Sunday School classes are scheduled to meet from 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. to
better coordinate with Adult Education.

Friends of Moldova Education Hour / Lunch on September 18
Would you like to know more about the “Friends of Moldova” organization, and what they are doing for Ukrainian refugees, who have recently resettled in Moldova? Would you like to sample some of the foods
that are shared by Moldovans and Ukrainians? Then join us for the adult
education hour (11:30 a.m.—12:30 p.m.) on Sunday, September 18, directly following the coffee hour after church!
The Friends of Moldova (FoM), an organization of returned Peace
Corps volunteers, functions in the poorest country in Europe to support
Moldovan civil and youth activists, initiatives and social entrepreneurs.
Amongst its recent initiatives, Friends of Moldova has supported the influx
of 83,000 Ukrainian refugees in Moldova with basic needs through three
distribution centers, providing food, hygiene products, and baby necessities. In addition to crisis relief, FoM is also committed to supporting the integration of Ukrainians within Moldovan communities. This summer, FoM
has been hosting a number of community summer camps for both Ukrainian and Moldovan youth to build community and deepen relationships. PCO
has already supported Friends of Moldova with a donation of $3,502 to
work toward their mission.

Mary Schuring shares information
about the Friends of Moldova and
the upcoming luncheon during the
Minute for Mission on Sunday,
August 28.

On September 18, Bartosz Gawarecki, the president of FoM, and Hannah Gardi, who has been working
with FoM in her position with Peace Corps in Moldova, will lead the discussion. They will be sharing more information about the situation of Ukrainians in Moldova and what FoM is doing to facilitate their well being and integration in Moldova. A light meal will be served in order that church members can sample some of the typical
dishes enjoyed in the region. There won’t be a charge for the meal, but donations will be collected that will go
to further support Friends of Moldova. Just a side note, Hannah Gardi is the granddaughter of the late John Duley, who was a long time PCO member, and who many of you know was a social activist locally.

Collection for Clothing Center Continues

Church Directory Update
Please check your information in the
directory draft in the Fellowship Hall
or contact the Church office.
The updated directory will hopefully be
available mid to late September.
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The PCO Mission Committee is collecting
new socks and underwear, sizes 4T to Adult, for girls
and boys, for the Love Clothing Center in Lansing.
Donations will be accepted until Thursday, September 22. A collection bin is in the coatroom. If you
have any questions, please contact Jayne Zuhlke at
jazuhlke at comcast dot net (standard email set-up)
or 734-474-2853.
Thank you for your kind generosity for
needy children in the Lansing area.
Jayne

From the Green Team
The solar panel project has been
working through the local Meridian Township permitting process along with required
approvals from Consumer’s Energy. We
anticipate getting a target installation date
soon.
The native plant project at the
front of the church parking lot is also

moving forward with the help of several
members. Preparation of that area along
with initial planting took place on August
27th. Thank you to everyone who raked
and shoveled, moved mulch and planted.

L to R—Steve Mayhew, Ewen Todd, Bill Given, Associate Pastor Rebekah Anderson, Tom Schaberg, Scott Locke and Roy Meland

Public Policy Update
Ellen Hoekstra
The Michigan State Board of Canvassers has just approved a descriptive summary for a change in Michigan’s term limit requirements. Currently, members of the State House of Representatives can serve three twoyear terms in the House and two four- year terms in the Senate, totaling a potential fourteen years. The proposal,
which will appear as Proposal 1 on your ballot, would permit a maximum of twelve years in total, but the legislator can serve all twelve in either chamber (or any other combination that adds up to no more than twelve years.)
The proposal also includes a requirement that legislators must file annual financial disclosure reports, available to
the public.
Michigan’s current term limit requirements have been cited by some analysts as one of the causes of increased polarization between members of the two political parties. The thinking is that the shorter terms reduce
the time for legislators to form relationships with members of the other party. The other cause often mentioned
for the increased polarization is that the manner in which districts were drawn in the past led to fewer
“competitive” seats. In districts where a majority of citizens come from one party, the winners of primary elections, which tend to draw fewer “moderate” voters, are more likely to be from the ends of the political spectrum.
The State legislature is in recess until September 7, and both chambers will return for several weeks, recessing again from mid-October until after the first (election) week in November. In other state news:
• There has been an outbreak of e-coli cases, with 53% of those tied to consumption of food at Wendy’s restaurant. The Michigan Department of Health and Human Services (MDHHS) has posted information on symptoms
and steps to take to avoid this potentially dangerous disease.
• Governor Whitmer has directed insurance companies to reduce previously filed health insurance premium
rates. The reductions are possible because of premium subsidies provided under the Federal Inflation Reduction Act.
• MDHHS’s Stay Calm program provides tools for schools to help create and maintain a calm environment. The
tools are provided for both teachers and students and result from the pandemic impact on the mental health
of young people.
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BOOK NOOK
By Ron Dorr
RICH CHRISTIANS IN AN AGE OF HUNGER
By Ronald J. Sider
Ronald Sider was a Canadian-American, ordained Mennonite and Brethren pastor, and professor at Palmer
Theological Seminary. He died on July 27, 2022. He wrote 40 books, lived modestly in multiracial neighborhoods,
founded the organizations, Evangelicals for Social Action and Community Peacemaker Teams, supported gun control
and environmental changes, and protested against war, violence, racism, poverty, abortion, and capital punishment.
According to his obituary, Sider “prayed . . . loved deeply . . . embodied integrity . . . and de- lighted in the goodness
of life.” His most enduring book is Rich Christians in an Age of Hunger.
Sider’s provocative work is divided into four parts. In section one, he provides an overview of world hunger
in developing countries and affluence in industrialized countries. Relying on charts and personal portraits lying behind the statistics of hunger, he gives us a sad and sobering description of what life is like for the poor. “Mama, sell
me to Dona Julita, because she has delicious food,” Carolina Maria de Jesus’s daughter cries out in Child of the Dark,
Carolina’s account of life in the slums of São Paulo, Brazil. Sider’s contrasts are especially telling. In 2003, the per
capita annual income in the U. S. was $37,610, in Mexico $6,230, in India $530, and in Ethiopia $90.
In section two, the most illuminating part of the book, Sider provides a Biblical perspective on poverty, possessions, and God’s “compassion for the poor and weak.” Among the most important Biblical themes are the jubilee principle of restoration (Leviticus 25), wise advice (Proverbs 31:8-9), the effective form of “fasting” (Isaiah 58:37), prophetic warnings about oppressive social systems (Amos 5:10-15), wealth (Luke 18:24-25), the foolishness of
the rich (Luke 12:15-21), and giving according to need and ability (II Corinthians 8:1-15). God liberates the oppressed
at crucial points in Biblical history, identifies with the disadvantaged (Matthew 25:35-36, 40), and commands all of us
to be concerned with the poor.
In section three, Sider analyzes the causes of poverty. “Personal sinful choices and complex social structures
cause poverty. So do misguided cultural ideas, natural and human disasters, and lack of appropriate technology.”
“Fundamentally, hunger is a political question: hungry people lack the power to end their hunger.” To support this
claim, Sider provides disturbing data about market economics, international trade and debt, environmental damage,
food exports, multi-national corporations, discrimination against women, and war. Sider calls these unjust economic
structures sinful.
In the last and longest section of the book, Sider suggests how readers can change themselves, their churches, and their societies. To live more simply as individuals means consuming less, lowering energy costs, resisting
advertisements, graduated tithing, sharing material objects, distinguishing between necessities and luxuries, and
rejecting the god of affluence. “Live simply that others may simply live.”
Communal living like that in Acts 2 is not the only model for churches today.
The Çhurch of the Savior in Washington D. C. offers a helpful alternative of
“mission groups.” They are groups of 10-12 people committed to daily prayer
and Bible study, weekly worship, proportionate giving; intimate, not superficial, fellowship, and “loving defiance” of the standards of individualism, consumerism, and materialism.
In the most complicated section of the book, Sider tackles the need to apply
Biblical norms to secular society, combat structural evil, and change public policy. Bread for the World and Christians for Social Action, for instance, are two
groups devoted to changing governmental policies concerning issues of hunger, poverty, and justice.
In all three areas, Sider is talking about the very way in which we live. “We
must redefine ‘the good life.’ We must develop a theology of ‘enough.’ We
must meditate on Proverbs 23:4 until it seeps deep into our psyches: ‘Do not
wear yourself out to get rich; have the wisdom to show restraint’” (NIV).
Rich Christians in an Age of Hunger pricks the conscience, informs
the mind, and pierces the heart. Like Dorothy Day and Martin Luther King, Jr.,
Ron Sider was deeply devoted to God in Christ and social justice.
7

The Presbyterian Church of Okemos
2258 Bennett Road
Okemos, MI 48864

"The church calendar for September is
available at https://okemospres.org/
calendar. To print the calendar, switch to
the preferred view and date interval, then
use the print link just to the left of the
tabs."
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