
 

  

 

 The Communications and Engagement committee has been 
hard at work evaluating the various vehicles we use at PCO to bring 
you the Good News. I am grateful for their diligence. If you are on so-
cial media, hopefully you have noticed an increased presence and en-
gaging posts. To better manage our finite resources, to respect the 
attention of our audience, and not dilute the message, we are seeking 
to mindfully prioritize the messages that PCO communicates and 
match them to the appropriate communication vehicle. 
 
  Our primary evaluation criteria will be impact. We will assess 
the extent to which a news item, event or activity impacts our mission 

(Worship, Study, Service and Caring Relationships) as laid out in our mission statement. Decisions will be 
made by the staff, in consultation with the Communications & Engagement Committee. Additional considera-
tions will include: 
 
• Source. Preference will be given to events PCO is organizing, hosting or creating, and/or if a request 

comes from a Committee versus a personal request. 
• Importance. Is this a major news item or event in the life of PCO, the PC(USA), or the communities that 

we serve? 
• Interest. Is it a public event in which PCO Staff is involved? Will more than 50% of PCO members be inter-

ested? 
 

  As part of this process, there will be changes to the format and content of The Grapevine. The Grape-
vine will be organized around our mission and will feature short write-ups of upcoming church happenings. 
We would also like to celebrate special events in members’ lives, so please send us special birthdays and an-
niversaries, honors, and achievements. Hard copies of The Grapevine will con-
tinue to be mailed out at the beginning of each month. 
  To provide space for our Members to celebrate their creativity and inter-
est, we are planning to introduce an electronic newsletter focused on more per-
sonal and reflective content, longer articles, reviews and reports. 
  The transition from the current version of The Grapevine to the new for-
mat, with the addition of the new electronic newsletter will occur throughout 
the next few months. We will keep you informed of our progress. It will be a 
process and we ask for your patience, grace, and forbearance as we navigate 
these changes.  If you have questions, please reach out to me. 
  
 Pastor Lisa 
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Adult Christian Education & Fellowship 

Password for Zoom meetings unless otherwise 
noted is 48864.  
 
SUNDAYS 
Adult Education—Weekly, 11:30 a.m., in the Temple 
Room or Fellowship Hall & on Zoom 434 304 558 
(check the Sunday bulletin for topics. Enjoy a time of 
fellowship after worship when no adult ed is sched-
uled)  
 
Writing Life’s Stories –  1st Sundays, 2:00 p.m., Zoom  
848 6124 7191— next meeting is February 5. 
 
Birthday Cake Sunday—4th Sundays following worship 
unless otherwise noted. This month will be on Sunday, 
February 26th. 
 
Women’s Connection—4th Sundays, 12:30 p.m. in 
person in Room 108–next meeting is Sunday, Febru-
ary 26 
 
MONDAYS 
Retirees – 2ND Monday in FEBRUARY ONLY—12:00 
noon on Zoom (January—March) 831 3588 8456 - 
next meeting is Monday,  February  13. 
 
Women’s Supper Out—Monday, February 13 at 5:30 
p.m. This month at Ozzy’s Kabob, 3536 Meridian 
Crossing Drive, #260 in Okemos.  
 
TUESDAYS 
Men’s Group – Weekly, 8:00 a.m. Zoom  813 7514 8286 
(In person and on Zoom February 7, other weeks are 
Zoom only) 
 

PCO Crafts Ministry-1st Tuesdays, 6:00 p.m., Board 
Room-next meeting is February 7 
 
WEDNESDAYS 
Conversation & Contemplation—Weekly, 10:00 a.m. 
on Zoom 905 709 104 . 
 
Caregiver Support Group - 5:00 p.m. –Wednesday, 
February 22 on Zoom  517 329 2320; password is hel-
lo  
 
THURSDAYS 
Bible Study – Weekly, 9:30 a.m. 
Zoom  https://msu.zoom.us/j/5147440526   

Opportunities to Serve 

 PCO’s most recent stewardship campaign 
“Together for Joy” noted that our church family needs 
the active participation of all its members to support 
its many ministries. Below are a few opportunities for 
you to get involved. None take too much time or 
effort, and you might find some unexpected joy and 
connections in taking part. 
 

Jazz Weekend 
Saturday, February 18 & Sunday, February 19 

Volunteers are needed to distribute publicity flyers to 
local churches and businesses ahead of time. 
Ushers are needed for the Saturday evening concert at 
7:00 p.m. and the Sunday morning worship service at 
10:00 a.m.. 
 If you are interested in helping out at any time 
during this exciting weekend,  please contact Steve 
Mayhew at smayh102 at  yahoo dot com (standard 
email setup).     

Flower Donations—Ongoing 
 Flower donations are needed on a weekly ba-
sis. You can retrieve your flowers after the service or 
allow the pastors or deacons to take them to shut-ins. 
If every household in the congregation committed to 
donating flowers once or twice a year,  what an even-
more beautiful sanctuary we would have!  Grandeur 
and big  expense are not required: keep it simple! 
Thank you! Contact the church office for more info. 

 
Dishwashers wanted—Ongoing 

 We need some folks to help with running the 
dishwasher after social time at church! We are using 
’real’ plates and cups so we aren’t using paper or 
Styrofoam! 
 If we get a handful of people, it would mean 
you only do it once a month or every other month. 
According to the head dishwasher, it can be done on 
your own time during the week, not necessarily on 
Sunday. It actually is pretty easy to do and training and 
assistance will be provided with directions 
that will be posted.  
 Please consider helping with this so we can 
continue to care for the environment. Contact Dorinda 
VanKempen at dorindavankempen at hotmail dot com 
(standard email setup) or text her at 517-388-1625 if 
you want to know more or would consider joining the 

dishwashing team!   
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PCO’s solar panels are set alongside Okemos Road. 

Solar Panel Capital Campaign 

 Our solar panels were brought online in mid-January by Consumers Energy. We are proud about what this 
says regarding the church’s commitment to care for creation. We will celebrate this step forward in the life of the 
church on Sunday, April 16th at 2:00 p.m. More information to follow. 
 The panels were paid for by borrowing funds from the Doemel bequest with the intent to repay these 
funds, with interest, thru three components. We have launched a solar energy capital campaign to help defray the 
cost of the panels. In addition to the capital campaign the panels will be paid off by the annual electrical cost sav-
ings over the next six or seven years along with the 30% Direct Pay solar energy credit from the federal govern-
ment.  
 Contributions to the campaign of any amount will be very much appreciated. The campaign will run thru 
the first quarter of 2023 but additional contributions will be welcome at any time during the year. The campaign 
got off to a great start with several contributions in December following our preliminary announcement. Thanks to 
everyone in advance for your support of this very meaningful project.   

A phone app allows the PCO Green Team to see  the energy generated by the  solar panels, even in the dark days of 

winter. 
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The Giving Tree Project 2022 Wrap-up 

From the left: Linda Cravotta, Jane Paterson, Michele 
Arbour, Jane Bobay, Barb Geske, Trudy Sturk, Becky 
Gillespie, and Ellen Camann. Missing from the picture 
are Katie Norton and Jill Tribell. 

 The Giving Tree Committee, Michele Arbour, 
Jane Bobay, Ellen Camann,  Linda Cravotta, Barb Ges-
ke, Becky Gillespie, Katie Norton, Jane Paterson, 
Trudy Sturk, and Jill Tribell are so filled with gratitude 
for the generosity of our church family and many oth-
ers in making our refugee families feel welcome in 
our country and our community. Thank you also to 
St.V’s for organizing all of the wish lists for us. 
 We raised almost $4,000 and we were able to 
fill all of the wish lists plus many extras for 2 families 
and 6 single people. which totaled 18 people ranging 
from 4 to 38 years of age, We also gave each family a 
generous amount in Meijer gift cards for food. The 
generosity of our church and others was truly remark-
able. 
 Meijer’s made a $380 donation and they also 
helped us shop, and especially helped us when it was 
time to checkout with hundreds of dollars in mer-
chandise. 
 Each person on the committee shopped for 
1,2 or 3 people and then we bagged all of the gifts 
and delivered them to St. V’s on Dec. 6th. We had help 
with the delivery from Gary Sturk, Jeff Arbour and 
Keith Camann.  The women at St. V’s said they can 
always depend on Okemos Presbyterian to be very 
generous. 
 A great big thank you to the committee, the 
congregation, generous friends, and everyone else 
who made this  a very successful giving project for 
PCO.         
 Trudy Sturk 

  These fun and/or informative events may be of 

interest to you and your fellow PCO parishioners.  

 
Parish Life Out on the Town 

Lecture Series - Dr. Angela Davis 
Thursday, February 9, 2023 

5:00 p.m. 
Wharton Center for Performing Arts 

Pasant Theatre 
This is a free event. Parishioners plan to gather for 

coffee and desserts afterward to discuss the  
presentation 

 
 

Jazz Weekend at PCO  
Saturday, February 18 

7:00 p.m.  Dave Bennett Concert 
Sunday, February 19 

10:00 a.m. Worship Service   
Pancake Breakfast following worship service 

 
 

Parish Life Out on the Town 
Bowling 

Sunday, March 12, 2023 
2:00—4:00 p.m. 
City Limits East  

2120 East Saginaw Highway 
East Lansing 

 
 

Adult Ed Presentation 
Sunday, March 19, 2023 
11:30 a.m. -12:30 p.m. 

The endowment committee will host a 
Session by Stephen Keizer of the Presbyterian  

Foundation 
Entitled “ Composing a Legacy” 

 
 

UKirk Trivia Night 
Friday, April 15, 2023 

5:00 p.m. (tentative start time)  
Watch the Friday Announcements and the March and 

April newsletters for sign-up information. 
 

Save the Dates 
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Retirees in February 

 Retirees will meet the second Monday of 
February, this month only.  We will meet Monday, 
February 13, 2023 at noon on Zoom # 711-799-
804.  In January we shared our favorite memories of 
2022.  We didn't have time to talk about our hopes 
for 2023, so we will continue this discussion at our 
February meeting.  What are you looking forward 
to?  What would you like to change about your 
life?  What are your inspirations?  Join us for this 
time of contemplation.  

Women’s Supper Out 

 Our February gathering will be held at Ozzy’s 
Kabob, 3536 Meridian Crossing Drive, #260, in 
Okemos at 5:30 p.m. on Monday evening, February 
13th. 
We do hope that you can come and enjoy a 
deli1cious Mediterranean meal accompanied by a 
delightful chat. 
 If you plan to attend, please let Katie Norton 
know by 3 p.m. on Wednesday, February 8th. 

Birthday Sunday 

 We will celebrate our February Birthdays on 
Sunday, February 26th! 
 Happy Birthday, Dear Innovative Aquarians 
and Dear Compassionate Pisces! 

Women’s Connection 

 Women’s Connection is scheduled to meet 
Sunday, February 26 at 12:30 p.m. in Room 108. 
Office Manager Anna Thiel is scheduled to tell us 
about her life and faith journey. This is a good op-
portunity to meet her, as she started working at 
the church during the pandemic and was not able 
to meet   members in person.  
  All women are welcome and no rsvp is re-
quired.  
 If you have questions, please contact 
Shirley Rumminger at srumming at yahoo dot com 
(standard email set-up). 

From the Green Team 

 Ever wonder what to do with those pesky 
orange prescription pill bottles when they are emp-
ty? Most are not recyclable and end up in the land-
fill.  
 The Green Team plans to set up a pill bottle 
drop-off in Fellowship Hall that will put the pill 
bottles to very good use. Working with the Matthew 
25: Ministries organization in Cincinnati, Ohio, we 
can help developing countries with serious medical 
care needs. 
 Matthew 25: Ministries accepts donations of 
empty plastic bottles for inclusion in shipments of 
medical supplies. Their pill bottle program fulfills 
the dual needs of improving medical care in devel-
oping countries and caring for the environment. 
 Acceptable collection items include pre-
scription and over-the-counter pill bottles, both 
large and small. If you wish to prepare bottles for 
shipment please adhere to the following guidelines: 
• Bottles included in shipments of medical sup-

plies must have an all-plastic lid 
• Remove labels, leaving no glue or residue 
• Wash bottles in very hot water and dish soap; 

rinse and dry thoroughly 
• Replace lids on clean, dried bottles 

UKirk Update 

 UKirk at Michigan State is the campus minis-
try of the Presbyterian Church (USA) in East Lansing. 
The PCO Mission Committee has supported UKirk, 
and UKirk members have led a worship service 
here, as well as organized and hosted  trivia nights.  
Below are a few other recent activities of MSU 
UKirk members. 
 MSU UKirk students in January attended the 
Presbyterian Montreat Conference for college stu-
dents in North Carolina.  They engaged in worship, 
study, workshops, discussion, prayer and fellowship 
and are ready to take on 2023. 
 The Ukirk Book project continues with over 
1,500 books distributed in the Lansing area in the 
Fall of 2022.  A total of over 7,000 books have been 
distributed since this project started. 
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Lansing area policymakers hold significant positions this session. Senator Sarah Anthony will chair the 
powerful Senate Appropriations Committee and State Representative Angela Witwer will chair the comparably 
powerful House Appropriations Committee-- the first time that both appropriations committees are chaired by 
women legislators. Of course, Michigan’s Governor Gretchen Whitmer previously represented Ingham County 
districts in the state legislature., and US Senator Debbie Stabenow started her political career as an Ingham 
County Commissioner. 

In other news:  SB 727 (Sen. Dale Zorn) has been enacted, extending the sunset through 2027 for the 
Weatherization Assistance Program for low-income households. Also signed was HB 6042 (Rep. Mike Mueller), 
allowing school boards to include critical incident mapping data in their school safety response plans. Budget 
changes will allow low-income families receiving both cash assistance and child support to receive an additional 
$1.1 million, rather than these funds being used to reimburse state and federal program costs. Finally, the Gov-
ernor’s office has announced that Operation Safe Neighborhoods has removed more than 300 illegal guns from 
communities. 

Nearly half of current legislators are new to the State Capitol, resulting from term limits and new district 
lines.   Some issues that we can expect them to take up include: 

• Rolling back pension taxes and increasing the earned income tax credit for lower income working people.  
This legislation has bipartisan support, though details are not yet agreed upon. 

• Legislation to reduce environmental pollution, including removing the prohibition on local communities ban-
ning one-time use plastic bags. 

• Gun safety issues, such as storage requirements and strengthening protection for domestic violence victims 
against gun violence. 

• Education policy changes, including reforming or replacing the third-grade reading requirement that can 
lead to students being retained and responding to learning losses from the pandemic. 

Policy Report from Mission Committee 
Ellen Hoekstra 

Continuing in “Delivered Out of Empire” by Walter Brueggemann  

A Book Review by Ewen Todd,  Elder of Adult Education Committee 

The Glory of God 

No sooner than they had crossed the Red Sea, than the people found they had run out of water in the wilder-
ness, and the start of continual complaining against Moses and Yahweh. Then, Yahweh reveals himself in the de-
sert as the glory of the Lord appearing in a cloud which would guide them through the wilderness. The wilder-
ness is a frequent place for finding oneself and God throughout the Bible, as in Isaiah 40: “In the wilderness pre-
pare the way of the Lord, make straight in the desert a highway for our God.” That same glory was seen in Jesus 
(Glory to God in heaven and peace on earth). John 1:14 “The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among 
us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and 
truth.” 

Question 

Where do you see wilderness places as possible places where God’s glory may be manifested and experienced in 
society, the church or your own life? 
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BOOK NOOK  

By Ron Dorr 

STRENGTH TO LOVE 
by Martin Luther King, Jr. 

 
           Strength to Love is a collection of 14 sermons, plus the essay, “Pilgrimage to Nonvio-
lence,” by Martin Luther King, Jr.  In 2010, Fortress/Augsburg Press re-published the 1963 edi-
tion.  Coretta Scott King’s “Foreword” succinctly captures her husband’s philosophy of mature 
love, nonviolence, and interdependence. 
          The sermons were preached first to King’s congregations—the Dexter Avenue Baptist 
Church of Montgomery, Alabama, and the Ebenezer Baptist Church of Atlanta, Georgia—and then elsewhere in 
the nation.  They should be read aloud, King wrote, because they are “a discourse to be heard. . . . directed to-
ward the listening ear rather than the reading eye.”  The purpose is clear:  “I have sought to bring the Christian 
message to bear on the social evils that cloud our day and the personal witness and discipline required.”  In spite 
of some language such as “Negro” for “Black” and ”men” for “human beings,” the sermons are as pertinent to-
day as they were 60 years ago. 
          The evils then as well as now have been racial discrimination, economic injustice, and war.  Long before 
civil rights and antiwar protests became common, King was indicting the conditions that resulted in public 
demonstrations.  King criticized the church as well.  Like too much of American culture, it was complacent, soft-
minded, and accepting of the status quo.  King’s criticism stung, but he was not despairing.  Three sermons 
here—”A Tough Mind and a Tender Heart,”  “The Answer to a Perplexing Question,” and “The Death of Evil upon 
the Seashore”—tackle the problem of evil.  Evil, King insists, is “stark, grim, and colossally real.”  In giving free-
dom to human beings, God “imposed certain limitations upon himself” and has expected women and men to 
help eradicate evil.  In “Antidotes for Fear,” King provides the most powerful specific example in the book:  
Mother Pollard, an elderly bus boycotter whose words, “God’s gonna take care of you,” renewed even King. 
          King composed three of the sermons, “Love in Action,” “Loving Your Enemies,” and “Shattered Dreams,” 
while he was in jail.  “On Being a Good Neighbor” treats neighbor as both object and subject.  A neighbor is any 
needy person on the Jericho road of life, and the Good Samaritan is a good neighbor who practices “agape” love 
that is universal, risky, and extravagant.  King’s interpretation is fresh and stimulating.  
          Many of the sermons are based on passages from the New Testament, especially Luke and Matthew.  
Like Fred Graham, King develops the sermon in three stages, moving from general considerations to Biblical exe-
gesis and ending with application to moral and spiritual life.  This threefold approach is present in the overall 
structure of a sermon, in three subdivisions, even in King’s sentence structure.  In “Pilgrimage to Nonviolence,” 
too, King first examines the influence of liberalism, neo-orthodoxy, and existentialism on his thinking, then 
shows how the Social Gospel and Gandhi’s concept of “satyagraha” (truth-force or love-force) led to nonviolent 
protest in the Montgomery bus boycott of 1955-1956, and closes with a call to peace in international relations, 
an end to the arms race, and an alternative to war. 
          At his best, King pricks our conscience:  “If the church does not recapture its prophetic zeal, it will be-
come an irrelevant social club without moral or spiritual authority.”  Balanced sentence structure helps:  “The 
richer this man [in Luke 12:20] became materially, the poorer he became intellectually and spiritually.”  The 
source of King’s content, imagery, and cadences is usually the Bible.  His frequent use of repetition, opposition, 
and parallelism recalls that of the psalmists.  King uses several classical devices well:  antithesis (“Morality cannot 
be legislated, but behavior can be regulated”), chiasmus (“Christ is not only Godlike, but God is Christlike”), para-
dox (“We are, paradoxically, in the world and yet not of the world”), and euphony (“paralysis of analysis”). Be-
hind these techniques is a tough mind—creative, probing, and provocative—and a tender heart—caring, com-
passionate, deeply loving God and neighbor. 
          “Transformed Nonconformist” may be the most radical and challenging sermon in this collection.  To see 
how King’s last sermon, preached on March 31, 1968, “Remaining Awake through a Great Revolution,” applies 
today, read Esau McCaulley’s op-editorial on January 16, 2023, in the New York Times.     
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Phone: 517-349-9536 

https://instagram.com/okemospres 

https://www.facebook.com/OkemosPresbyterian/ 

Website: https://okemospres.org  

Email: office@okemospres.org  

"The church calendar for February is 

available at https://okemospres.org/

calendar. To print the calendar, switch to 

the preferred view and date interval, then 

use the print link just to the left of the 

tabs." 

Jazz Weekend Returns 

 Saturday & Sunday, February 18 & 19 

 

Dave Bennett in Concert  

Saturday at 7:00 p.m. 

 

Worship service at 10:00 a.m. 

 

Pancake breakfast following worship.. 

https://okemospres.org/calendar
https://okemospres.org/calendar

