
The Presbyterian Church of Okemos  

February 25, 2024 

Second Sunday in Lent  
 

  

 

Gathering As a People of God 

Prelude Cantilena Josef Rheinberger  

 Dr. Marlene Brewbaker 

 

Choral Introit My Faith Looks Up to Thee  

 

Invitation to Our Shared Ministry  Rebecca Mattern 
  

* Call to Worship (from Psalm 145:13-18, 21 CEB) Tom Schaberg, Liturgist 

One: Your kingdom is a kingship that lasts forever; your rule endures for all generations. 

All: The Lord is trustworthy in all that God says and faithful in all that God does. 

One: The Lord supports all who fall down, straightens up all who are bent low. 

All: All eyes look to you, hoping, and you give them their food right on time,  

One: opening your hand and satisfying the desire of every living thing. 

All: The Lord is righteous in all God’s ways, faithful in all God’s deeds. 

One: The Lord is close to everyone who calls out, to all who call out sincerely. 

All: My mouth will proclaim the Lord’s praise, and every living thing will bless God’s   

 holy name forever and always. 

 

* Hymn #42 Your Faithfulness, O Lord, Is Sure, vs. 1-4 

  [Psalm 145, Winchester New] 
  

Prayer of Confession   Rebecca Mattern  

One: God promises to love us and forgive us, not because we are righteous or law-abiding, but 

simply because we are. Trusting in God’s steadfast love, let us confess our sin together. 

All:  Ever Loving God, we confess that too often we forget to seek you and the ways you 

call us to be in the world. We fail to proclaim your praise, and too often live for our 

own glory. And sometimes we forget that you create us in love and in your image 

and instead think we are unworthy of you and unworthy of care. We consume goods 

and services and neglect to recognize the impact our greed has on others, and on 

your creation. Call us back to you, Holy One, and give us courage to glorify you, to 

serve you in our daily lives, and to work for justice, freedom, and peace for all. Silent 

prayer. Amen. 

 

 

 



Promise of the Gospel and Passing of the Peace   

One: Come, all you who are thirsty.  If you take the first step, if you are willing to plunge once 

again into the waters and to emerge into new life, you will receive a love beyond all you 

can envision.  

All: We turn our hearts to God, and by grace our hungers are satisfied, our thirsts are 

sated; through Christ we are made whole; by the Spirit we are led forth as God's 

people.  Amen. 

One: As a forgiven people, let us greet each other, sharing the peace of Christ. The peace of 

Christ be with you.  

All: And also with you.  Please greet your fellow worshippers in ways you feel comfortable.  

 

* Act of Praise #581                                 Gloria Patri 

 

The Word 

Prayer of Illumination  Tom Schaberg, Liturgist 

Gracious God, we do not live by mere bread. Let the heavenly food of the scripture we are about 

to hear nourish us today in the ways of eternal life, through Jesus Christ. Amen 

 

Children’s Message  Rebecca Mattern  

 

Old Testament Scripture 1 Samuel 21:1-6 Tom Schaberg, Liturgist 

   

New Testament Scripture Luke 6:1-5  Rebecca Mattern 
                     

Sermon Feasting in the Fields Rebecca Mattern 

 

Anthem Oh! For A Closer Walk With God C.V. Stanford 

 

Responding to the Word 

 

* Affirmation of Faith (from “A Brief Statement of Faith”) Tom Schaberg, Liturgist 

We trust in Jesus Christ, fully human, fully God. 

Jesus proclaimed the reign of God: 

preaching good news to the poor and release to the captives, 

teaching by word and deed and blessing the children, 

healing the sick and binding up the brokenhearted, 

eating with outcasts, forgiving sinners, 

and calling all to repent and believe the gospel 

 

In a broken and fearful world the Spirit gives us courage 

to pray without ceasing, 

to witness among all peoples to Christ as Lord and Savior, 



to unmask idolatries in Church and culture, 

to hear the voices of peoples long silenced, 

and to work with others for justice, freedom, and peace. 

 

In gratitude to God, empowered by the Spirit, 

we strive to serve Christ in our daily tasks and to live holy and joyful lives, 

even as we watch for God’s new heaven and new earth, praying, “Come, Lord 

Jesus!” 

 

Minute for Mission Loaves and Fishes Barbara Dorr  

  

Offering   Rebecca Mattern 

 Invitation 

 Offertory Air in D Major J.K.F. Fischer  

 *Doxology #606   

 *Prayer of Dedication 

 

Prayers of the People  Tom Schaberg, Liturgist 

 One: Lord in your mercy 

 All: Hear our prayer.  

 

The Lord’s Prayer     in unison 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from 

evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen.  

 

 Sent Out As a People of God 

 

* Hymn #714 God of the Fertile Fields, vs. 1-4 

  [Italian Hymn] 
   

* Benediction  Rebecca Mattern 

 

Postlude Postlude on Italian Hymn Albert Travis 

 Dr. Marlene Brewbaker, organist 

 

* Please rise in body or spirit  

 

Adult Education Time:  Today through March 17 there are opportunities to intentionally draw 

closer to God using a variety of spiritual practices. Prayer stations are set up based on the 

Scripture for each week, with opportunities to reflect and respond with music in the Temple 



Room, art in the Art Room, labyrinths (body) in the Board Room, and written word in the Kehde 

Chapel. You are invited to use one room each week and encouraged to spend at least 30 minutes. 

You are welcome to return to Fellowship Hall if you would like to process your experience in a 

prayer station with others. 

 

Ushers:  Brett and Lynn Cone, Deb and Joel Major 

 

This Morning’s Fellowship Team:  Thank you to Marlene Brewbaker and Shirley Rumminger  

for supplying our snacks and to the Cones and Nancy Kanistanaux for taking care of the coffee. 

 

Next Week March 3, 2024 

 Scripture: Luke 5:27-32 

 Youth Soup and Bowl Auction 

 

You are in an active recording environment, and your likeness may be captured in photographs 

and videos. By entering, you acknowledge giving consent to The Presbyterian Church of Okemos 

to take, own and use images containing your likeness at its sole discretion in perpetuity. If you 

do not wish to convey this consent, please contact a staff member immediately. 

 

     The Presbyterian Church of Okemos 
2258 Bennett Road, Okemos, Michigan 48864 

(517) 349-9536 
Website: https://okemospres.org 

Email: office@okemospres.org 
https://www.instagram.com/okemospres/ 
https://facebook.com/OkemosPresbyterian 

 
Rev. Dr. Lisa Schrott, Pastor/Head of Staff 
Rebecca Mattern, Interim Director of Faith Formation 
Dr. Marlene Brewbaker, Organist 
Westin Sorrel, Chancel Choir Director 
Irene Shutt, Handbell Choir Director 
Edward Ennen, Sexton 
Anna Thiel, Office Manager 
Gabrielle Shelton, Media Specialist 
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