
The Presbyterian Church of Okemos      

January 4, 2026 

Epiphany Sunday & Celebration of the Lord’s Supper 

 

Gathering As a People of God 

Preparation: “As Matthew writes the nativity story, he’s not just writing about Jesus. He’s writing a 

multilayered reminder of how God works in and through history. Matthew is layering loss, longing, and 

liberation, and he places the coming of Jesus as the culmination of God’s action in human history. The 

birth of Jesus is part of a woven whole.” – Pastor Roger Nelson, Christian Century, December 2025. 

 

Invitation to Our Shared Ministry  Pastor Lisa Schrott 

 

Prelude The Old Year Has Passed Away Wilbur Held  

 Dr. Marlene Brewbaker, organ 

  

Choral Introit Come to Me C.O. Beck 

 PCO Chancel Choir 

 Shelby Laird, director 

   

* Call to Worship   Jacob Meland, Liturgist 

One:  We gather together in this place:  

All:  prophets and dreamers, singers and poets,  

One:  we who dare to imagine a world renewed;  

All:  we who dare to dream God’s dream.  

One:  We listen with Joseph, 

All:  guided by faith and dreams. 

One:  In fear or in flight, 

All:  God is our refuge. 

One:  By the light of a star, 

All:  God guides us on the way. 

One:  Come and worship, all you who dream and wait.  

All:  We have come to wonder and praise 

 

* Hymn #152 What Star is This, with Beams So Bright, vs. 1-4 

 [Puer Nobis Nascitur] 

 

Opening Prayer             Jacob Meland, Liturgist 

God of the journey, be our guide as we navigate ventures of which we cannot yet see the ending, 

paths yet untraveled, joys and perils unknown. Accompany us with protection and mercy, and 

aid all who are far from home. Bring us in safety to our holy destinations and our promised rest, 

through Christ, our companion. Amen. 

 

 



Prayer of Confession   Pastor Lisa Schrott 

One: Answering God’s call, let us confess our sins and recommit ourselves to God’s pathways of 

righteousness. 

All:  God of refuge, we confess that we are captive to the political and economic realities that 

cause neighbors to live in uncertainty and fear. We are slow to show hospitality to the 

immigrant and reluctant to risk our privilege for the sake of advocacy and generosity. 

Grant us humility and courage, and stir up in us a renewed commitment to holy resistance, 

 for the sake of those seeking refuge. We pray in the name of Jesus, Amen. 

 

Promise of the Gospel and Passing of the Peace Pastor Lisa Schrott 

One: God promises to lead us through the wilderness of sin and death. By the guiding star of God’s 

mercy, you are forgiven and renewed for your journey of faith, traveling the way of Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 

All: We give thanks to God for everything: forgiveness, hope, new life. Amen. 

One: Where two or three of us are gathered, the Spirit is among us, inspiring our imagination and 

creating peace in our midst. Greet your fellow travelers now with the peace of Christ, and let 

these small doses of repair and reconciliation ripple out into a world in need of transformation. 

May the peace of Christ be with you.  

All: And also with you.  Please greet your fellow worshippers in ways you feel comfortable. 

 

* Act of Praise #583                           Glory to God 

  [Gloria, Gloria] 

The response will be played through once, the congregation will join in the second time. 

Glory to God, glory to God,  

glory in the highest! 

Glory to God, glory to God,  

alleluia, alleluia! 

  

 The Word 

Prayer of Illumination   Jacob Meland, Liturgist 

God of newborn cries and shouts of justice, you proclaim the good news of God-with-us from all corners 

of creation. As we turn to our scriptures, may the words inspire us to dream of a world where hope, 

peace, joy, and love thrive among us. Amen. 

 

Children’s Sermon & Time of Wonder      Matthew 2:1-12 Pastor Lisa Schrott 

   

First Scripture Reading   Exodus 1:8-20 Jacob Meland, Liturgist 

One:    The Word of God for the people of God. 

All: Thanks be to God. 

 

  



Second Scripture Reading   Matthew 2:11-15 Pastor Lisa Schrott 

One:    The Word of God for the people of God. 

All: Thanks be to God. 

 

Sermon Courageous Defiance Pastor Lisa Schrott 

 

* Affirmation of Faith  Pastor Lisa Schrott 

One:  Let us affirm God’s gift of revelation and the courageous faith it asks of us. 

All:  We believe God’s revelation comes to us in the quiet and the subtle, from the margins and  

 in the cries of nature. God’s revelation comes through dreams, the light of stars, and the   

 voices of those fearing for their lives. 

One: We believe the message of God’s revelation continually points toward justice, asking us to defy  

 and resist the harmful forces around us. 

All: We believe, like Joseph, who protected his family, God’s revelation shines on the path of   

 protection, asking us to be sheltering arms for the vulnerable. 

One: We believe, like the magi, who listened to the voice of the Spirit rather than that of empire, 

God’s revelation calls us to courageous faith and embodied resistance. 

All: We commit ourselves to small acts of courage as holy epiphanies, trusting that with each one,   

 God’s revelation will spread and shine like the light on the shining star.  

 

Anthem Judge Eternal Throned in Glory John W. Becker 

 PCO Chancel Choir 

 Shelby Laird, Director 

  

Responding to the Word 

Offering                                                                                                               Pastor Lisa Schrott 

 Invitation                                                       

 Offertory How Beautiful, The Morning Star Dietrich Buxtehude 

  Dr. Marlene Brewbaker, organist 

 *Doxology #606                                                                                                                          

 *Prayer of Dedication 

 

Holy Communion                                                                                                    Pastor Lisa Schrott 

Invitation                                                                                                                                           

The Great Prayer of Thanksgiving                                                                                               

One:  God be with you. 

All:  And also with you. 

One:  Lift up your fears, your hopes, your dreams. 

All:  We lift them up to God. 

One:  Let us give thanks to our generous, imaginative God. 

 All:   We joyfully give our thanks and praise. 

  

 

 



The Lord’s Prayer                                                                                                             in unison 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 

earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive 

our debtors; and lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

                                                                                    

Breaking of the Bread                                                                                                                                                   

                                                

Communion of the People 

Communion will be served by intinction. Please take a piece of bread and dip into the cup of juice and 

partake as you return to your seat. The bread is gluten, soy, nut and dairy free so all may partake 

together.                                           

 

Reminded of the star the Magi followed to find Jesus, the Messiah, you are invited to take a Star Word 

to use as an intentional practice of seeking Christ throughout the year. Place it somewhere you will see it 

daily and use it in prayer and to wonder how you are being asked to follow Jesus. Star words are 

available in baskets after you have received the communion elements or from the worship leaders as you 

depart from the service. For those who are joining us via livestream, you can contact Pastor Lisa to 

receive a Star Word.  

                                                                                                                                                            

Communion Prayer 

       

 Sent Out As a People of God 

* Hymn #154 Jesus Entered Egypt, vs. 1-3 

  [King’s Weston] 

 

* Charge and Benediction 

Through the work of Christ in the world and on the cross, we see empire, fear, violence, and 

cruelty replaced with courage, wisdom, protection, and the will to dream of so much more. May 

we go forth from this place and be God’s hands and feet, offering courageous defiance against 

those who would seek to oppress. May our eyes see what is beautiful before us. May our ears 

hear God’s voice. May our mouths share the gospel with others. 

 

Postlude O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright Walter Pelz  

  Dr. Marlene Brewbaker, organ 

   

* Please rise in body or spirit  

 

Ushers: Jane & Doug Paterson, Jill Tribell, Keith Camann 

 

This Morning’s Fellowship Team: Thank you to Shirley Rumminger for supplying our snacks, to 

Mitch Marcus for taking care of the coffee and to Wayne Scott for washing dishes. 

 



Our Advent Worship Liturgy The Will to Dream is from Illustrated Ministry, 2025. 

https://store.illustratedministry.com/collections/the-will-to-dream 

 

Education Hour: 

Elementary Education in Room 116 

No Middle School & High School Education 

Adult Ed. Adult Education: Embracing What Matters in the End facilitated by Pastor Lisa in 

Room 108.  

 

Next Week: January 11, 2026;  Baptism of the Lord 

 Scripture: Acts 10:34-43 & Matthew 3:13-17 

Elementary Education in Room 116  

You are in an active recording environment, and your likeness may be captured in photographs and videos. By entering, you 

acknowledge giving consent to The Presbyterian Church of Okemos to take, own and use images containing your likeness at 

its sole discretion in perpetuity. If you do not wish to convey this consent, please contact a staff member immediately. 

 

The Presbyterian Church of Okemos 
2258 Bennett Road, Okemos, Michigan 48864 

(517) 349-9536 
Website: https://okemospres.org 

Email: office@okemospres.org 
https://www.instagram.com/okemospres/ 
https://facebook.com/OkemosPresbyterian 

Rev. Dr. Lisa Schrott (she/her), Pastor/Head of Staff 
Dr. Marlene Brewbaker, Organist 
Shelby Laird, Chancel Choir Director 
Irene Shutt, Handbell Choir Director 
Edward Ennen, Sexton 
Anna Thiel, Office Manager 
Jacob Meland, Media Specialist 
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