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From Pastor Lisa Schrott

Repair, Restoration and a New Creation: The Season of Easter

During Lent this year we worked to be agents of repair and restoration as
we approached the cross and the promise of the empty tomb. On April 5, East-
er Sunday, we will we celebrate Christ’s victory over death. For the next seven
weeks until Pentecost on May 24, we will observe the season of Easter and
our call to be a people of embodied personal, communal and cosmic hope.

The scriptures we hear in this season focus on Jesus appearing to his disci-
ples and stress the continuity between the risen Christ and the crucified Lord.
They ground our future hope and mission in the actions of Christ and prepare
us for the birth of the church at Pentecost through the work of the Holy Spirit.
Because Christ is raised, we are invited into that renewal—living with resur-
rection hope, practicing mercy and justice, caring for creation, and embodying
reconciliation.

We will celebrate the season of Easter with some very special worship ser-
vices and opportunities to be people of embodied hope in a world seeking the
Good News of the Gospel.

April 5: Easter Sunday: Worship service at 10:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary or
online. The service will include communion and special music from a Brass
Quintet, Handbell Choir and Chancel Choir and a singing of the Hallelujah Cho-
rus. You are invited to stay for Easter brunch following the service hosted by
our Parish Life Committee.

April 12: Youth Sunday: Our youth have created and will lead a worship
service based on The Road to Emmaus scripture passage in Luke 24. Gradu-
ating senior Zach Nawyn-Hellinga will be preaching. Following worship, we will
gather across ages and paint landscape stones that will line our Prayer Path.

April 19: Associate Pastor Candidate. The Associate Pastor Candidate
called by the APNC will preach and lead worship, followed by a Congregational
Meeting to approve the call and terms of call. See the article from the APNC
on page 2 for more information. And note that the Green Team-led Earth Care
service will be moved to a later date this spring.

Saturday April 25: National Faith + Climate Action Forum. As an Earth Care
congregation, we are delighted to host this event for the greater Lansing com-
munity for the second year. More information can be found on page 8.

May this Easter be a season of renewal as we live into the promise that
death and sin do not have the last word; that because Christ lives, we live as
new creations, freed to love and serve the world.

Pastor Lisa



A Message from the APNC

It is with great excitement that the Associate Pastor Nominating Committee shares that a candidate for the Associate
Pastor position has been selected for your review. We are thrilled to invite you to their candidating weekend, where you
will have an opportunity to meet the candidate and their family on Saturday, April 18 and hear the candidate preach on
Sunday, April 19 prior to the Session-called congregational meeting after church, when voting by paper ballot will take
place. If the congregation agrees with the APNC that this is the right candidate for PCO, we will officially welcome the
candidate and their family to our congregation after the congregational meeting with cake and coffee, along with cele-
brating our April birthdays!

This has been a long process and we appreciate your continued patience and prayers as the APNC and candidate dis-
cerned God's desires for our paths in this world. The APNC never doubted that God knew who was best for PCO, and
that the right candidate was out there for us, and that we were the right congregation for this candidate. We are thrilled
to present them to you April 18-19. There will be a church-wide Meet and Greet with the Associate Pastor and family on
Saturday, April 18 from 1:30 to 3:30 p.m, and a Youth and Family Meet and Greet with the Associate Pastor Candidate
and family on Sunday, April 19 from 4:00 to 5:00 p.m.

With gratitude and service,

APNC (Candy Boldrey, Brett Cone, Laurin Gierman, Jerri Gillette, Zachary Krawczyk, Zach Nawyn-Hellinga)

From the Family of Tom Bobay Handbells Prepare for Silver Anniversary

Thank you for your prayers, your kind The PCO Handbell Choir is planning a celebration for
words of sympathy, your hugs, and the Sunday, May 3. All former members of the choir are invited. We
texts and cards you sent following Tom’s would like to recognize all the hands who have rung the bells through

death. | have often expressed to friends
and family that | have no idea what people
do without a strong faith community to
share life with. | have felt your arms
around me for years and have leaned on
many of you for comfort and encourage-
ment.

the years as we celebrate the 25th Anniversary of the Bell Choir.

If you are a former member of the bell choir, please join us on
Sunday, May 3 for a special worship service featuring the PCO Hand-
bell Choir. And please share this information with others you know
who were ringers.

The Memorial Service was a witness to
our faith and Pastor Lisa was able to articu-
late the blessing Tom has been in the life of
his friends and family through shared sto-
ries. The hymns were some of Tom’s fa-
vorites. The service was enjoyed by those
who couldn’t be there because Jacob was
making it happen.

The reception following the service was
beautifully decorated, the food was deli-
cious, and the kitchen was full of hard-
working Deacons making sure all went
smoothly. Edward was helpful in so many
ways, making sure all went as planned.

We appreciate all of you and all you did
to make this time special for our family.

Some members of the PCO Handbell Choir ringing at Easter 2025.
To read about the history and ongoing activities of the bell ringers,
see page 3.

With much love,
Jane, Heather, Jessica, Angela, Gwen,
Kendall and Grant



At Church and in the Community
. |

Dinner in My Home: Sunday May 3, 2026 @ 5 p.m.

Parish Life is offering the popular Dinner in My Home on Sunday May 3. If you are unfamiliar with this

event, members and PCO friends gather in small groups to share a meal in someone’s home. The host

provides the main dish and the guests provide the sides. This event is for anyone: singles, couples, or
families.

Dinner in My Home participants universally report what fun they had with the fellowship and how much
they appreciated the time to get to know others on a deeper level. If you've participated in this event
before, you know this! If you haven’t participated in this event before, you should seriously consider
signing up! You can do that 2 ways: 1) find the paper form on the Fellowship Hall Kiosk, fill it out and

drop it in the envelope (also on the Kiosk) or 2) signup on line at the PCO website.

Do you have food allergies or restrictions? Let's accommodate them! Need a ride or have other physical
limitations? Let us know and we can help you! Bottom line: if you like to eat, share conversation and
friendship, signup! Questions? Call or text Jerri (517-331-0250). Deadline for signing up is Sunday, April
19th so don’t miss this event! After you sign up, you should receive a phone call or email from Jerri by
April 27th with your home assignment.

Ol

The History of Handbells at PCO
In 2000, two active members of PCO died quite suddenly. One was Dwight Schwartz on March 17 and the other,
Paul Shutt on April 24. Their two widows, both with music degrees, thought it would be a good use of Memorial gifts
to purchase a three-octave set of handbells for the church. Neither of them had ever played handbells or had any ex-
perience with them. A great deal of interest was generated, and four handbell choirs were formed. Vickie Unferth di-
rected a youth choir. Three adult choirs were directed by Wilma Schwartz, Irene Shutt, and the choir director.

Wilma and Irene attended many conferences, conventions, and workshops to learn as much as they could about
ringing handbells. On Easter, 2001, our handbells played in church for the very first time! Most everyone was a first-
time bell ringer, and we played easy level 1 music. We had experienced musicians and beginners who didn’t read mu-
sic learning together. A favorite picture from a later year, | think 2018, was of Beverly Ferguson, age 94, and Simon
Shutt Irene’s grandson, age 9. They were both ringing bells and had arms around each other!

The fourth octave of handbells were purchased later to remember Glen Larson. He and Bonnie were active bell
ringers till their deaths. The hand chimes were gifted in part by Irene Shutt and Wilma Schwartz. The fifth octave of
handbells were purchased by gifts of the then current members of the handbell choir and the church. An extra bell
(C#5) was purchased by Beth Layhe in remembrance of Dave Layhe.

Both ringers and directors have always been volunteers. It is a love offering to the church. This is the 25" year of
ringing and on May 3 PCO will celebrate that. We now play Level 3 and 4 music and have developed into a close group
of friends and support for each other.

The main goal is for the handbells to play at least once a month for worship services. Some activities we have had
through the years include: 1. Play each year for Lessons and Carols and the Collage Concert which are part of the Doe-
mel Series. 2. Planned, hosted, and paid for a wedding for Vicki Unferth and Boris Pritychenko, providing music (bells,
organ, and singing), cake and small reception, wedding gift of a night at English Inn, and even a rehearsal dinner with
two weeks’ notice. 3. Played concerts for Dobie Road and Timber Ridge retirement homes,

cont. on pg. #



Retirees in April

On Saturday, April 18 at 2:00 p.m., the Retirees
will meet at the Advent House to serve dinner to the
guests. There is still a need for food and servers, so
please contact Jane Bobay if you can help with ei-
ther.

Monday, April 20 at noon, we will meet at PCO
in Fellowship Hall for our third Monday monthly
meeting. Please bring your lunch and join us for a
discussion. The discussion will focus on our spiritual
connection to God. Are there spiritual practices,
special places, readings, music you listen to or rela-
tionships with others that strengthen your relation-
ship with God? This time of reflection is open to all,
so please join us.

Women’s Dinner Out
The next Women’s Dinner Out is scheduled for
Monday, April 6 at 5:30 p.m. at Acapulco Mexican
Grill, 300 N. Clippert St. in Frandor. Please RSVP to
Judi Harris (info in the directory) if you plan to
attend.

Women’s Connection

We will meet on Sunday, April 26 at 12:30 p.m.
This month, we will have a special guest speaker.
Jannel Glennie was the Christian Education Director
at PCO in the 1980s. She went on to become an
Episcopal priest (retiring in 2009), a poet, author of
two books, spiritual director, and artist. She will dis-
cuss history and storytelling through quiltmaking,
displaying several of the many she has made.

Women's Connection invites everyone
(including youth and men) for this interesting pro-
gram. A light lunch will be included.

Caregiver Support Group
On the fourth Wednesday of each month, the group
meets on Zoom 892-3955-1708. Join us on Wednes-
day, April 22 at 5:00pm to support each other, to
share resources, and hear how God is blessing our
lives as caregivers for a loved one.

Conversation and Contemplation

The C&C group meets every Wednesday from
10:00-11:30am on Zoom 905-709-104. A time of
sharing our joys and concerns, meditation, and study
of the scriptures through the practice of Lectio Divina
comprise each gathering. There is no preparation
required for attending this month, and each session is
based on the week’s lectionary, so please join us for a
group meeting any Wednesday.
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Adult Christian Education & Fellowship

Password for Zoom meetings unless otherwise noted
is 48864. Days and times subject to change.

SUNDAYS

Adult Education— Weekly at 11:30 a.m. Watch e-
Announcements and Bulletin for description and loca-
tions.

Weriting Life’s Stories — 1st Sundays, 2:00 p.m., Zoom
848 6124 7191 — April meeting is Sunday, April 5.

Birthday Cake Sunday—3rd Sundays following wor-
ship unless otherwise noted. This month will be on
Sunday, April 19.

Women’s Connection— 4th Sundays at 12:30 p.m.
This month’s meeting is Sunday, April 26.

MONDAYS
Women’s Dinner Out— 1st Monday unless otherwise
noted. This month’s dinner is scheduled for April 6.

Retirees — Regularly scheduled on the 3rd Monday of
the month at 12:00 noon in person at PCO. This
month’s meeting is Monday, April 20.

TUESDAYS

Men’s Group — Weekly, 8:00 a.m. Zoom 813 7514
8286. Hybrid (In-person and on Zoom) this month is
Tuesday, April 7.

PCO Crafts Ministry— Monthly, 1st Tuesdays, Fellow-
ship Hall. Next meeting is Tuesday, April 7.

Artists Circle—Monthly, 1:00 p.m. on 2nd Tuesdays.
Confirm with Eunice Creswell (contact info in the di-
rectory).

WEDNESDAYS
Conversation & Contemplation—Weekly at 10:00
a.m. on Zoom 905-709-104 See page 3 for details.

Caregiver Support Group - 4th Wednesdays unless
otherwise noted. This month will be April 22 at 5:00
p.m.on Zoom 892 3955 1708;

" THURSDAYS

Bible Study — Weekly, 9:30 a.m.
Zoom https://msu.zoom.us/j/5147440526

Birthday Cake Sunday
We will celebrate our April Birthdays on Sunday,
April 19. If you were born in April, please check the
list posted on the kiosk in Fellowship Hall and add
your name by Sunday, April 12 if it is not already
there.



For the Young and Young at Heart

April 2026 Youth Group Schedule Y 0 U T H S U N D AY
Middle & High School Combined A P Rl L 12 202 6

Sunday, Aprils: No Youth Group - Easter holiday

Saturday, April i: Youth Sunday practice at 11:00 a.m. The RDad o Emmaus

Sunday, April12: Youth Sunday. Arrive at church by 9 a.m. LUkQ 2 4: 13.3 S

Sunday, April 19:

Sunday April 26:

Landscape rock painting after church.

No evening Youth Group. You th IQ d WOl'Ship
Meet & Greet with Associate Pastor A p
Zach Nawyn-Hellinga preaching

Candidate; Families from 4-5 pm:
Youth Group only from 5-6:30 pm

The Addams Family. A New Musical.
at Okemos High School.

Meet at church at 1:30 p.m.

for the 2 p.m. performance.
Dinner at the church following.

S ot‘) C_Z7"0

PCO FAMILY CAMP MAY 22-24, 2026
REGISTRATION DEADLINE - MAY 8

All welcome... singles, couples,
Families of all sizes and ages.

Leave your gadgets behind. Take a deep breath in the woods. Enjoy hiking,
boating, catch & release Fishing, archery, yoga, gardening, campfires,
s’'mores, & outdoor educational activities.

Learn more and register at https://www.campskyline.org/family-camp




Cont. from pg. 3

The History of Handbells at PCO

4. Played for Memorial services 5. Played with Meridian
Community Band at one of their spring concerts 6. Played
outside for the Christmas parade in Williamston. 7. Host-
ed two baby showers for members 8. Had an go™ birthday
cookout for Irene 9. Played at an old mansion in Mason
for a chef’s Christmas Party 10. Annual end of year picnic
11. A number of members went for a weekend to the
Grand Hotel to play in area 5 retreat12. Played together
with church from Grand Ledge at their church and at PCO.
13. Played twice at North Westminster to thank them for
loan of 5" octave of handbells before PCO had the 5 oc-
tave. 14. Played for parking lot service during pandem-
ic.15. Went to annual spring rings.16. Small ensembles
have played for services.17. Featured other instruments
and voices with bell pieces.

Thank you for your support for the last 25 years and
we hope for continued enjoyment and support as we ring
into the future.

Sincerely, Irene Shutt

RISE. RESIST.RESP

APRIL 19™ 3 -5PM

EDGEWOOD UCC, 469 N HAGADORN RD, EAST LANSING, MI

VAN

RAISE RENTAL ASSISTANCE FOR REFUGEES,
GROW AWARENESS, CONNECT, AND T\
REMEMBER THE CALL OF OUR MANY FAITHS
TO SUPPORT THOSE IN NEED.

o

IF MAKING AN ONLINE DONATION, PLEASE
TYPE “REFUGEE SERVICES RENTAL —

ASSISTANCE" IN THE COMMENT SECTION.
| - -

CO-SPONSORED BY:

ALL FAITH ALLIANCE FOR REFUGEES

THE GREATER LANSING CLERGY ASSOCIATION
.-

OND,

PCO Library News

This month, the PCO Library celebrates Earth Day
and We Need Diverse Books Day. Look for two displays
featuring books that honor our commitments to earth
care and diversity.

We also present the newest additions to our collec-
tion (all quotations are from the publishers):

The Strategically Small Church: Intimate, Nimble,
Authentic, and Effective by Brandon J. O’Brien “O’Brien
explains that the smaller church is not a problem to
solve but a strategic advantage that can be leveraged
for effective ministry.”

Earthbound: God at the Intersection of Climate and
Justice by Grace Ji-Sun Kim “Invites readers to embrace
a radical theology of relationship — one that recognizes
our responsibility to each other, to all living systems,
and to the intricate web of life that sustains us.”

In Guns We Trust: The Unholy Trinity of White Evan-
gelicals, Politics, and Firearms by William J. Kole “In this
unsettling investigation into white evangelicals’ fusion
of the gospel and guns, veteran journalist William Kole
exposes how some Christians are standing in the way of
reasonable restrictions on firearms —and how it makes
us all less safe.”

Damned Whiteness: How White Christian Allies
Failed the Black Freedom Movement by David F. Evans
“Offers an unflinching history of white-led efforts at in-
terracial organizing gone astray. Evans reveals how reli-
gious white progressives inherited strategies that re-
mained disconnected from the ideas and actions of
Black communities. He offers a way out of this legacy,
and into a future where freedom is possible.”

Why Christians Should Be Leftists by Phil Christman
“The Sermon on the Mount offers a rousing call to po-
litical solidarity — if only we have ears to hear it.”

In recognition of our Jewish neighbors at this time
of Passover and Easter, we offer these three new books:

Judaism: A Guide for Christians by Tzvi Novick “An
innovative introduction to Judaism and the Jewish peo-
ple for Christian readers.”

White Bird: A Wonder Story by R.J Palacio “A young
Jewish girl is hidden by a family in a Nazi-occupied
French village during the Holocaust. Palacio’s graphic
novel debut is an unforgettable story about the power
of kindness and unrelenting courage in a time of war.”

Sharing Shalom by Danielle Sharkin “A girl’s commu-
nity joins hands to fight intolerance in this richly illus-
trated book that sings with hope for young readers.”

Thank you for visiting the PCO Library. We hope
that you will borrow one of these new books in April.

Kathi Cook



Mission Opportunities & More

TRIVIA NIGHT

Rental Assistance Fundraiser

The All Faith Alliance for Refugees (AFAR) and the
Greater Lansing Clergy Association invite the community
to “Rise. Resist. Respond.,” an interfaith fundraiser to
raise rental assistance for refugee families in the Lansing
area. The event will be held on Sunday, April 19, from
; 3:00 to 5:00 PM at Edgewood United Church of Christ,
APRIL " . - o 469 N. Hagadorn Road, East Lansing, Michigan.

17TH + Funds raised at the event will go directly toward rent-
: MS OF &' al assistance for refugee families through Catholic Chari-
7:00PM < Y ties of Ingham, Eaton and Clinton Counties. Donations
\ 4 may also be made in advance by mailing a check to Catho-
SUPPORT UKIRK CAMPUS MINISTRY lic Charities at 2800 W. Willow St., Lansing, MI 48917,

with “Refugee Services Rental Assistance” in the memo
line, or online with “Refugee Services Rental Assistance”
noted in the comment section.

The event is free and open to all. For more infor-
mation, visit the AFAR Facebook page and contact organ-
izers through that channel.

FOR MORE INFORMATION: UKIRKMSU.ORG

The countdown is on and registration is open for
the 2026 Spring Fun(d)raiser for UKirk at MSU

To sign up, visit:
https://forms.gle/ADzi1ENatnrX1jc7A

Policy Report by Ellen Hoekstra

Members will be pleased to know that five PCO members took part in the faith-based Advocacy Day on Food Inse-
curity on March 18. The message they delivered to their own state senators and representatives was to ask them to
continue funding state food programs, including Michigan’s seven food banks, at current levels, despite the state’
$1.1 billion shortfall in revenue. Feed the hungry!

In both chambers, lawmakers are working on next year’s state budget, with hearings starting in subcommittees of
the two Appropriations Committees. One issue linked to the school aid part of the budget is funding for K-5 teachers
to be trained in “the science of reading.” Other states, including Mississippi, have seen significant improvement in
students’ reading scores as a result of this professional development. On another K-12 issue, proponents of the ballot
proposal to increase state income taxes on the very wealthy have decided to switch their timing from the upcoming
election to the 2028 ballot, a presidential election year, with higher anticipated voter turn-out.

The attack on Temple Israel has drawn heightened attention to firearm laws. The red flag law (extreme risk pro-
tection orders) has seen an increase of 31% in requests from 2024, although the law wasn’t in effect for all of its first
year. 517 requests were filed in 2025. Also, the Governor has announced that nearly 950 illegal guns have been taken
off the streets as a result of “Operation Safe Neighborhoods.”

On other issues:

e Sofar, there have been 3 pediatric deaths from flu in Michigan, with 26.7 percent of residents vaccinated, well
below “herd immunity”. The first Michigan case of the extremely communicable disease, measles, was reported
in Ypsilanti.

e State prisons are close to capacity, largely due to longer sentences. Currently, 65% of inmates are sentenced to 10
years or longer.

e This month federal funding from the Superfund was announced to address the toxic plume under Ann Arbor,
which has contaminated 120 wells and caused concerns for the city water system.

e Studies have suggested that social media usage can lead to depression and substance abuse among kids. State
legislation would address the issues of addictive algorithms and age verification to view adult content. However,
tech companies have warned of lawsuits if such bills are enacted.



Caring for the Earth

Join us for the

National Faith + Climate Forum Nw/é
April 25,2026
12:00-5:30 pm
Presbyterian Church of Okemos

2258 Bennett Rd, Okemos
okemospres.org

Be part of a powerful, nationwide event that brings together

people of faith to explore how we can care for creation and take meaningful climate action. This will be
a live-streamed broadcast with opportunities for in person discussion and establishing partnerships
across churches.

Whether you're just starting your journey in creation care or are a seasoned advocate, this event has
something for everyone!

Interested in participating? Contact Rev. Lisa Schrott at pastorlisa@okemospres.org.

Learn more at: https: notionolfoithondclimoteforum.org[.

Five Years &
Counting

i

X
e PRESBYTERIAN HUNGER PROGRAM

EARTH certifies
CARE
V’resbyterian Church
of Okemos
EARTH CARE CONGREGATION

PCO has been recertified
as an Earth Care Congrega-
tion by the PC(USA)’s Pres-
byterian Hunger Program
through February 2027. The
Earth Care Congregation cer-
tification is designed to rec-
ognize churches that take
seriously God’s charge to
“till and keep” the garden,
that is our shared common
home. This PC(USA) pro-
gram certifies and cele-
brates environmental minis-
try across 4 major areas of a
congregation’s life: worship,
education, facilities, and
outreach in the community.

This is the fifth year PCO
has received this certifica-

on this
Sth year of certification
Jor its outstanding environmental stewardship achievements in worship, education,
Jacilities and outreach in the life of the church.
Through February, 2027
t Compassion,
Peace & Justice

i 2/12
Signature __ Date 3/13/2026

for Sustainable Living and Earth Care Concerns

tion.
You can learn more about PCO’s earth care efforts by visiting the church’s website - https://okemospres.org,
clicking the About Us tab on the top of the homepage, then clicking the Earth Care on the drop-down menu.



BOOK NOOK
By Ron Dexr

The All of It
by Jeannette Haien

Novelist Ann Patchett is the co-owner of Parnassus, an independent bookstore in Nashville, Tennessee. The store
sells more copies of Jeannette Haien’s short novel, The All of It, than any other book. Patchett first read the 1986 novel-
lain 2010.

Like the book of Mark, The All of It propelled Patchett forward, wanting to know how the story would end. A Catho-
lic priest in western Ireland thinks that a woman in his parish has sinned and needs to confess. The woman does not
want to confess to something that circumstances have played upon her. She asks the priest to hear her out as she tells
her story from beginning to end.

This is the tension in The All of It, a “wondrous, complex moral tale,” according to Bill Moyers. The story starts with
a Catholic priest the day after the burial of Kevin Dennehy. Father Declan de Loughry has gone fishing not to catch any
salmon, | believe, but to clear his mind, to ponder the events of the past week, and to consider what the future holds
for him as well as for the partner of Kevin, Enda.

The "all of it” is the story that Enda Dennehy tells her priest. It is a tale of two young people fleeing from absent,
abusive elders, working as they wind their way toward Mayo County in Ireland, finding a house and cattle-fold to which
they hymn their praise, and living in delight with nature, with work well done, and with each other. “You’ve netted me
with your telling,” Father Declan says to Enda at one point, and the same was true for me. The dialogue is leisurely but
sure, suspenseful, filled with wonder, surprise, and beauty. Both the teller and the listener are vulnerable, they make
mistakes and misunderstand one another, and yet they carry the conversation to its end.

The "all of it” is also persons who see life fleeing from them, perhaps “in an unequal chase,” unless they work out
the “wonders of impossibility.” It is characters who do escape “so many people forever at [their] elbow,” who have
“need of each other,” and who realize that authentic conversation is a form of love. Close and confiding conversation,
however, can also hurt. The “all of it” includes this shock of recognition: “To work one’s imagination on someone else
is evil.” By the end of the story, Father Declan is the one saying, “Forgive me if you can.”

Thematically, the “all of it” is grace and forgiveness and the possibility to the priest that “there are some circum-
stances in life that are not of God’s making” and “that must surprise even God.” It is the trinity of time—past and pre-
sent and future intertwined to temper the sadness of life. “One thing I've learned, Father—that in this life it’s best to
keep the then and the now and the wants to be as close together in your thoughts as you can. It’s when you let gaps
creep in, when you separate out the intervals and dwell on them, that you can’t bear the sorrow.” And the "all of it” is
angler and fish—as metaphors for the human community---"straining in their apartness,
fatefully together.”

Part of the beauty in this novel is the prose. Haien can write a 39-word obituary as
chapter seven and an 87-page recollection as chapter nine, a one-word sentence, “Do,” and
a 320-word sentence about fishing, all with equal ease. Of a house, she writes, “The stones
had the winter cold stored up in them.” Of people, she writes: “A woman always remem-
bers her first compliment.” Kevin “gave me the loveliest smile, the kind, you know, that
lives with you.” Enda “brought her hands together in a cupping way as if she were holding
something fragile and alive.” An employer never “set himself up in a way that‘d make a
person feel small,” yet never gave something for nothing, either. And of a corpse, Haien
writes: “In the brighter light, Kevin’s face shone whiter, moon-like, yondered truly.”

Why did this accomplished pianist and piano teacher, write The All of It? “I had to write ~ Author and pianist
it. | thought | had something to say.” Indeed she did. This is a lovely, lovely, lovely book. Jeannette Haien
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Presbyterian Church of Okemos

2258 Bennett Road
Okemos, M| 48864
Phone: (517) 349-9536
www.okemospres.org

The Grapevine is a monthly newsletter of
The Presbyterian Church of Okemos

Sunday Worship 10:00 A.M.
Staff
REV. DR. LISA SCHROTT, PASTOR/HEAD OF STAFF
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Phone: 517-349-9536

https://instagram.com/okemospres

https://www.facebook.com/OkemosPresbyterian/
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